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with Simon’s view of Chekhov

Performances of “The Good
Doctor” by Neil Simon, presented
by the Farmington Players, con-
tinue through Saturday, May 16,
at the players’ Barn Theatre in
Farmington Hills. For ticket in-
Sformation call 626-5061 anytime.

The Farmington Players produc-
tion of Nell Simon'’s “The Good Doc-
tor,” dirceted by BINl Sallsbury, is
marvelous theater.

The cast of five Is polished, con-
sistently funny and makes the most

> out of what may prove to be onc of
; Simon's most durable works.
The play s based on stories by An-
ton Chekhov, one of the flnest short
: story writers. Simon has fashioned a
« series of vignettes that are as fresh
:and dellghtful in 1987 as they were
. when Chekhov published them ln the
;late 19th century. Simon has not
- played havoe with Chekhov, and the
! Farmington troupe gives Simon its
vall
i Ralph Rosati, an actor well-known
1 for his ablity to move with tertlfic
1 ease from one character to another,
« draws us into the play. He wears a
" worker's cap, a long white scarf
s wrapped round his throat and a
« black coat. Holding a quill pen, he
+ writes away at a small desk. Rosati
1 makes us feel the chill of a heatless
« room and the heat of a writer's mind
» inhigh gear.
ROSATI WEAVES In and out of

Ralph Rosati, an actor well known for
his ability to move with terrific ease
from one character to another, draws

us into the play.

Main Stage Theatre Guild
needs more work on show

Performance of “Harvey” by
the Main Stage Theatre Guild
continue at 8 p.m. Thursday-Sat-
urday, Aprit 30 through May 2,
and Thursday-Saturday, May 14-
18, in the Little Theater at
Seaholm High School, Birming-
ham. For ticket informalx'on; calt
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469-7548 or 542.1473,
Thursdays from 10 a.m. 1o § p.m.

A new player on the Detroit the-
ater scene fumped into the ring Fri~
day at Seaholm High School in Bir-
mingham,

Main Stage Theatre Guild, which
bills itself as a “semi

In short, this play is
woefully unready for
presentation to an
audience.

company, gave jts maiden perform-
ance with Mary Chase’s “Harvey.”
U Main Stage’s debut

the 11 vignettes the play contalns
and manages to be witty, poignant
and thoroughly entertaining whenev-
er he appears. Whether playing the
writer, an aged lover, a seducer of
other men's wives or a hapless bank
manager, Rosati's quick wits are a
. pleasure to watch.

Jan Salisbury, an actress with lots
of experlence, shines as an upper-
class mother who is so good at math-
ematics she manages (o cheat her
children's governess out of her
wages In order to teach the girl a
lesson in spunk. ’

Salisbury has a clear, wonderful
ringlng voice, and she's just as good
as a lower-class woman who man-
ages to drive a banker to a nervous
breakdown. .

C.M. Novess III is deft, clever and
totally believable in all his rotes. No-
vess has the best accent in the

gets a gentleman to pay to see him
drown, with unpredictable conse-
quences.

KIRK HANLEY is hllarious as the
government clerk who dles of a
sneeze blown out of proportion, He's
equally hilarious as the new dentist
in surgery. Hanley has a staunch
look about him, a way with a re-
sponse and always scems the young
husband he’s often called upon to
play.

Debbic Nymshack has a lovely,
shining face and does a beauttful job
as the young actress who walks from
Odessa to Moscow to read from
“Three Sisters.” As a wife who
outwits a Don Juan, a hapless gov-
erness, and a presence in this experi-
enced troupe, Nymshack is an add
ition.

The bare-bones set serves nicely,
and the the in-

troupe. He manages to gl the
audlence that he’s Russtan by uslng
inflectlons rather than an accent, He
moves with assurance, and he's daz-
zling as the waterfront man who
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credible hats, are terrific,

was distinctly unmemorable,
marred by clumsy amateurishness
and a woeful lack of polish.
“Harvey," the slightly tipsy tale of
amfable alcoholic Elwood P. Dowd
and his six-foot-tall invisible rabbit
pal, can still amuse despite its years,
But to run this old jalopy takes fast
footwork, canny timing and well-
drawn dolly characters, Malin
Stage's “Harvey” shows few of

these,

It [sn't all disaster. Richard T.
Willlams as ineffectual, unfocused
Elwood Dowd gives a winsomely be-
nevolent performance with accept-
able mime skills and comic timing.
Gulld president and producer/direc-
tor CJ. Nodus blusters well as the
nutball psychiatrist, Dr. Chumley,
Assistant director and Main Stage
viee president Lisa Andrews pro-
vides needed verve as Nurse Kelly.

VETA LOUISE, Elwood's dotty
“normal” sister, is perhaps the real
mainstay of the show. She is played

by Connle Fox, who sweetens the old
soclety lady into a sort of upper-
class Edith Bunker,

She gamely soldiers through a
swamp of flubbed lines, missed cues,
clumsy blocking and clunky timing
from the balance of the cast, most
kindly described as “amateur.”

Perhaps inevitably — when both
the director and the assistant are on
stage much of the time — technleal
production Is rough, The dark redd-
Ish set, which doubles as Dowd’s li-
brary and the asylum office, looks
fLimsy and dilapidated. Wood braces
:re plainly glimpsed through set

oors.

“Harvey” is a muscum piece, yet
costumes and props are contempo-
rary. The tclephone continues to
buzz after the actors answer |t
Scene changes are done via black.
outs, which stretch interminably.

In short, this play is woefully
unready for presentation to an audj.
ence, From the blown lines, obvious
“cover-up” ad-libs and awkward-
ness, to the technlcal crudencss,
“Harvey" Is simply unprepared,

Metropolitan Detroit needs more
theater "groups, but Main Stage
should slow down and rethlnk its am.
bitlous 1987-88 schedule. Hasty, un-
d slapdash d
do everyone a disservice.

Birmingham resident Chuck
Moss is a freelance writer 'who
writes on a variety of subjects in.
cluding a personal column for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers.

Join Us for Our
SUMMER LUNCH
MENU
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Steak & Grill

Reduced Drink
Prices
. Mon. thru
4 Thurs.
4-6:30 p.m.

CHICKEN TERIYAKI
FISH & CHIPS

EARLY BIRD DINNER MENU
Must Be Seated by 6 P.M. MON.-THURS. ONLY] .
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istie's Stspense Thriller

cuttural progam of
O U 377-3300
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469 S. Woodward - Birmingham

Pearl’s %\g
Garden

Serving the Finest in

Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons ¢ Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM~10 PM » Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

@3\ 644-2913

TRINI &

copled by many.
5, We serve quallty food!

TRINI & CARMENS
1715 N. Telograph Rd.

332-6851

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT

CARMENS

1. Independent and famlly owned.

2. Centuries of knowledge and culture.

3. Serving this area for 25 years, We are now serving the
children and grandchildren of our earllest customers,

4. We were the first with our own style Nacho- and

LA FAMILIA Martinez
848 Woodward Ave.

338-8477
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St. Florian Parish
Invites you to the
19th Annual - International

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
on the beautiful grounds of the
: POLISH - AMERICAN
PLAYGROUND OF THE MIDWEST

ST. FLORIAN PARISH

Hamtramek -
East of &75 liuu;hl l;f‘ ;)Mslon 0 JOMon.-':‘hL;ros, 38410 Grand River "L~.\ N 1"
orth of 1+ j10am lol0pm.  Barmington Hills R e
Saturday - Sunday sa posam. toll pam, armng l; LN
May 2nd - 3rd Dimner s pm-tollpm . 477-3111 ]
Noon till 9 p.m.
« Fantastic Strawberry Bakery » Games « Las Vegas sl el beliinniedisiefioh
FOODS, STREET DANCING, OUTDOOR CAFE ; E Il H '; 'l i; ! i i
]

BROILED BEEF KABOB
PASTA PRIMAVERA
FRESH FISH (Ask your server far today's selection}
*ALL ENTREES are served with tossed salnd,
soup and homemade bread and beverage.

— Special Mother's Day Menu —
RESERVATIONS ONLY .
MOTHER'S DAY, MAY 10, 12 PM. 10 10 P.M.
-~ Make Reservations Easly —
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Thanks, Mom.
Family traditions’ grow from shared experiences happlly repeated,
Mother’s Day a1 the Kingsley. Sumptuous buffet served 9:30 a,m. to 3:30

p.m. in the Grand Ballroom. Adults, $11.95; chlldren, $7.95. After 12:00,
dinner s served in &ll dinlng rooms. A Bloomficld Hills trndition. Cal

for reservations,

Kingsley Tnn

x Woodward at Leng Lake Road « Rloom(leld Hills « (313) 642-0100 x '

Beau Jack's

EARLY DINNERS

Monday thru Saturday
4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Entrees priced from

$5.95 - $8.95

Alleurly dinnet selections wil include yout choice of fresh tossed green
salzd with choice of dressing of our famous cole shaw and wild fice ut
Feench fries or ced skint, fresh hot loaf of bread sith whipped butter
anut dish of sherbet. Coffee, soft drink also included

id with any sibee promssines, Yewr party rnst bo seated by 600 pm
he poras

STARTING MON. APRIL 27th
THROUGH OCT. 24th (paylight savings hours)

4108 W, Maple, Birmiogham 1 Block W. of Telegraph « 6262630
N W)

' RER.1

Enjoy the many good tsates
ot the Mon Jin Lau -

24010

Jest 7 Mile at Telegraph

Treat Mom to : :
Something Special...

at . @opinka’s
Bring the whole family
and enjoy Mother’s Day
Dinner with us.
Complete Dinner Menu Available.
Call Now for Reservations.

Banquet Facilities Available
* Weddings « Showers « Anniversaries
...whatever the occasion our beautiful
facilities will provide an elegant setting
Gift Certificates...
the perfect gift
for any occasion,

y

'Serving Dinner

inka’s B

531-9000
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