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Mail items for this column to:
Farmington Observer, 33203
Grand River, Farmington
48024. To call the Observer, dial:
news line, 477-5450; sports line,
501-2312; home delivery, 591-
0500; classified ads, 591-0900;
display ads, 591-2300.

HERE'S still time to
enter the
Farmington/
Farmington Hills

Chamber of Commerce fantasy
car drawing,

Proceeds will go to the
Farmington Founders Festival.
The top prize is a 1987
Corvette, with a removable
glass roof, black uphalstery,
Ieather scats and an AM-FM
stereo radio with cassette
player. The prize list also
inciudes $4,600 worth of
shopping sprees to local
businesses. Deawing tickets are
$100 each. Only 750 tickets will
be sold to Improve the odds of
swinning the car, on display in
the showroom at Holiday
Chevrolet in Farmington Hills.
A wine and cheese drawing is
set for 5 p.m, Thursday, May
14, at the Farmington
Comrnunity Center. Your ticket
is your admission, You need not
be present to win. Call the
chamber for tickets: 474-3440.

ON board,

Farmington Hills City
Council has appointed Richard
Corey to the Economlc
Development Corporation.

The 30-year resident *'is the
former village president of
Woodcreek Farms, is very
knowledgeable and his past
efforts have been directed
toward the iImprovement and
progress of Farmington Hills,”
Mayor Ben Marks said.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — Disrepair of

‘I don’t see how you
can make a person a
felon for being
infertile.’

— Sen. Jack Faxon

By Bob Sklar
staff writer

Promoting the spirit, mind and
hody grabbed the spotlight as the
Farmington Area YMCA broke
ground for a Wellness Center Thurs-
day. Opening is targeted for Oct. 1.

Calling the 2,200-square-foot cen-
ter the result of “a community out-

for tickets
— police

By Casoy Hana
staff writer

Local law enforcement offlelals
take issue with proposed state legls-
lation ending so-called ticket quotas.

‘The heads of both Farmington and
Farmington HllIs departments de-
nied there are quotas for traffic tick-
ets, They sald that traffic safety Isa
key area of police protection.

A drop in traffic enforcement
could bring liabllity to a local com-
munity, one said,

State Rep. Perry Bullard Intro-

No guotas

By Joanne Mbaliszewskl!
staft wrlter

State Sen. Jack Faxon wants the
state to keep Its nose out of surro-
gate parenting.

“1 don't think the state has any
business getting In the middle of a
private contract,” soid the Farming-
ton Hills Democrat.

Faxon s opposed to legislatlon
proposed last week by Sen. Connie

Wellness
That’s theme of Y’s
planned new center

reach,” the Rev. Richard Parrott of
the Church of the Nazarene in Farm-
ington Hills, said: “I[ there's no
place to exercise, there's not gotng
(o be a place to build strong muscles
and strong souls to survive."”

‘The Wellness Center will be more
than just a weightlifting room with
the newest in equipment.

“It is intended to be a lifestyle
center emphaslzing not only the
physical development of the individ-
ual, but also encourage the balance
between mental well-being as well
as the practice of one's chosen
faith,” said Kevin Bush, Y executlve
director.

The Wellness Center staff will pro-
vide members with a personal well-
ness plan that will be supervised by
tralned professionals, sald Jan Lock-
man, senlor physical education di-
rector. Cross-tralning will be empha-
slzed to discourage boredom.

THE EASTERN addition wiil
the Y's 38,000-

fool maln building, on an;?nglnn
Road at New Market, That bulldlng
opencd in 1980.

Thursday's groundbreaking is “a
strong indication of the dedication of
the Farmington Y to the communl-
ty,” sald Robert Densmore, Farm-
ington Area YMCA Board of Direc-
tors chairman, He said there was
“strong support In community dot-
lars to bulld thls center.”

Farmlngton schoo}
was emphasized, when those
involved with recent North
Central evaluations made a
presentation to the school
board.
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AANDY BORST/staft photographer

Rev. John Maki pauses for a moment inside Salom United

Church of Christ on Oakland and Grand River in Farmington.
Maki is the church’s now pastor.

Farmington, Michigan

Binsfield, R-Maple City, that would
make surrogate parenting for profit
a felony.

“I want to let the world know ba-
liles are not for sale in Michigan,”
Blnsfeld said. “1{eel great sympathy
for childless couples, but surrogate
arrangements for profit are not the
angwer."

State Rep. Wilbur Brotherton, R-
Farmington, said he thinks Binsfield
“is on the right track. I think the ap-
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proach that you can’t do this for
profit seems to make some sense, It
removes It from something ap-
proaching the sale of bables.”

Still, Brotherton doesn't hold out
much hope for the proposed leglsta-
tlon. “Frankly, I feel the bill has lit-
tle chance of passage,” Brotherton
sald, in llght of the Democratic-con-
trolled state House.

\ Tighter surrogate limits sought

BUT THE veteran represcatative

<1937 Sabarban Commnantes!

eiparntive, AR

said Binsfield's bili provides the im-
petus for much-needed discusslon.
“We have a responsibility to dlscuss
It. We should see if the state should
take a position. Is there a role for the
state?” Brotherton said.

Binsfeld wants the state to outlaw
commercial surrogacy —arrange-
ments. Her bili would make arrang-
Ing surrogate contracts a felony with
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Mama duck wasn

her back on  wood

her fuzzy doxen, With bread In bill, the for herfamily.
mother thought the swimming pool at Beech-

u) home

Gaggle
of ducks
rescued

By Joanne Maoliszewski
stait writer

Farmington Hills had

Fhotos by RANDY BORST/atall bhatographar

Pat Kubiak of the Michigan Humane Society’s Westland
branch fends off the mother duck's angry jump when a net
was placed near the ducklings in an effort to help them from

ECIL AARON of Beech-

C wood Condomlniums in

been looking for the duck-

tings for severai days. He knew the

mother had a mest somewhere
nearby.

Then, to and behold, he found the
fuzzy dozen, accompanied by their .
mother, swimming in the rain-
filled tarp coverlng the condomint-
um’s swimming pool. “I walk by

the swimming peol.

By Loulise Okrutsky
statf wrlter

There are a few differences be-
tween ministering to a church six
blocks from the Motor

Pastor and congregation are p

people

and leading F' 's

P g
112-year-old Salem United Church of
Christ.

“We could never hold church ser-
vices on the Sunday of the 5§00 (Indy
500) because all of the traffic went
to the track,” said the Rev. John
Maki, Satem Unlted’s new pastor.

It wasn't one Sunday of discomfort
a year that cdged him out of his old
post. Instead, he discovered he was
becoming too comlfortable for his
own liking, Makl served the church
in Speedway, IH., a suburb of Indian-
apolis, for 13 years before he felt
compelled to make a change.

“The lssue was how can I best
serve my calling. T felt it would be
best for the church and for me to
make a move. I was comfortable
there, I was about to lose that sand-
paper. Sometimes, you find yourscll
unwilling and unable to act as an
abrasive and work for change. I
could have begun to let new pro-
gramming slip by, I thought, ‘T'm
comfortable and that's bad.”* -

-Instead, he has thrust himself Into
a situation in which he's forced to sit
back, listen and learn. Maki and his
wife of 17 years, Sally, arrived in
town March 17 with their daughters,
Cristina, 10 and Sarab, 6.

“AT THIS point, I want to be lis-
tening to the congregation, learning
its history and its desire and needs. T
want to develop a longtime vislon,
Baskcally I'm listening to whatever
they think they ought to be doing,”
Makli sald.

“I'm not thelr hired Christian. I'm

not their empl I'm their part-
ner. We're struggling to find an indl-
vidual and congregational ministry.”

So far, in his lstening and watch-
ing, he says he has been happy to dis-
cover the congregatlon devotes a
good deal of time and energy to sup-
porling domestic and forelgn mis-
ston programs. In additton to partlci-
patlng in the annual CROP Walk for
Hunger, they support Gleaners, the
Detroit food program aimed at poor
people in the metropolitan area.

“They're informed about it, too,”"
Maki sald. “It's refreshing, oo, when
a pastor doesn't have to prod and
push.”
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artners

Maki doesn’t see his job as that of
a spiritual policeman. “Ministers
should be tecam players willing to
share,” he said.

Pastors ought to be straightfor-
ward about their strengths, thelr
weaknesses, “That’s what I try to be,
What you see is what you get.

“I accept people for what they
are. I don’t need them to be in agree-
ment or conforming with me. To me,
that's the core of the gospel.”

Maki has been in the ministry for
16 ycars. Fresh out of the University
of Minnesota, he enrolled in theologi-
cal seminary. “I felt called to do
this. There was no revelatory experi-
ence. This was the directlon in which
God was leading me,” he sald.

“You have to test this and semi-
nary Is the testing ground. You can
ask yoursel, ‘Is this really true?' "

As of today, 12 Mile, between
Inkster and Middlebelt, will be
closed to traffic.

The Oakiand County Road Com-
mission closed the one-mile stretch
early this morning for the planned
reconstruction of Pebble Creck
Bridge. The road will remain
closed through much of the sum-
mer,

Motorlsts can detour to 11 Mile
or 13 Mile at Middlebelt or Inkster
while the county road is closed.
New left-turn lights will be at
Middicbelt at both 11 Mile and 13
Mile to accommodate expected in-
creases In trafflc there, City Mana-

12 Mile stretch closed

ger William Costick sald.
A pollce offlcer will be stationed
in the detour arcas to assist motor-

ists,

The deterlorated bridge — west
of Inkster, between Herndonwood
and Inskter — will be rebuilt and
widened from two lanes to five
lanes. The one-mile stretch will be
resurfaced, and the shoulders will
be pav ed,

Bridge reconstruction was to be-
gin in mid-June with the summer
closing of the schools. The change
In plans is due to the contractor's
decislon to begin carlier, Costick
said.




