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By Tim Richard
staff weiter

At Jeast one trustee is unhappy
that Oaktand Community College is
considering a §3.an-hour increase in
resident tuition.

“We should be going after a mil-
lage inerease, not a tuition increase,
and I'm against it,” said Earl Ander-
son, the outspoken dean of the seven-
member board, [T 5o Eapfea.

But  Anderson, )
af Madisont
Heights, was in a
lonely  minority
last week,  Ade
ministrators  and

S "
nther trustees ar- {i P
gued that the two- AN ‘*r
year college has F, 200
plenty of financial ﬂjr
aid for needy stus R .
dents. Anderson

“I would like to take a straw vote
on how this board feels about a mil-
lage,” said freshman Trustee Judith
Wiscr, Southfield, apparently hoping
an informal poll would show no en-
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thusiasm for going to property tax-
payers.

“ don’t think that's appropriate,”
repled acting chairwoman Marga-
ret MacTavish, Rochester Hills. She
kept the discussion on the agenda
item: the budget outlook for fiscal
1987-88. Budget approval is sched-
uled for the May meeting.

IF TRUSTEES agree, next fall's
tuition pleture would look like this:
® OCC district residents — $29

3 per credit hour, up $3 or 11.5 per-

cent.

® Other Michiganians —~ $47, up
$6 or 14.6 percent.

® Qut-of-state and foreign — $59,
up $9 or 15.3 percent. This brought a
protest from Khaled Hanna, an Ira-
qui who is president of the Orchard
Ridge Campus student council.

“Every two years we have an in-
crease,” Anderson protested. “There
are more poor people than wealthy
people in this county.”

THE CASE for an increase was
made by Anthony Jarson, vice chan-
eclior of business.
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“We have to look at new initia-
tives,” said Jarson, who proposcd
$1.1 milllon In new items. Without
the "“new initiatives,” the budget
would rise 5.8 percent to $46.5 mil-
lion; with them, an 8.2 percent in-
crease to $47.6 milllon.

“Lopping hls list were: $150,000 fur
malntenance and repalr of equlp-
ment, $81,500 for library collecttons,
$105,000 for information systems ad-
ministrators and $140,000 for a Pon-
tlac Center director, seeretary and
office.

“We're still the lowest (in tultion)
by several dotlars,” sald Jarson,
reecling off the fees of neighboring
colleges, all in the $30 range for in-
district students. He said the case for
going to the voters would be weak If
the college couldn’t show it had ex-
hausted other means.

PROPERTY OWNERS will get a
mitd break because of the Headlee
tax limitation amendment, Jarson
said,

Across the county, property prices
rose faster than the 1.9 percent in-
crease In the consumer price Index
in the last year, and so the college's
one mlll operating tax will be rolled

Lone trustee protesis OCC tuit

back to 0.976 {or 97.6 cenis per
$1,000 of state equallzed valuation).

“It wlil have no adverse cficct on
our budgeting,” said Jarson. Proper-
ty taxes provide about $16 mitlion,
or ene-third of OCC's budget. Tuition
and fees provide another onc-third,
and state aid ubuoul yne-Lhird,

KERRY KAMMER, former state
senator and now lobbyist for OCC

and other educational institutions,
reported that “other entlties, partic-
ularly K-12 school distrlcts, are envi-
ous of what community colleges are
getting” in state aid.

Gov. James J. Blanchard proposed
a 5.3 percent increase for communt-
ty colleges in the fiscal year begin-
ning Oct. 1, reflecting the role in job
tralning he wants the two-year
schools to play.

on hike

“The governor is concerned about
layoffs, the General Motors re-as-
sessments {protests over tax assess-
ments on many factorles), and the
cconomy coollng,” Kammer said,

“We expeet the budget to be
passed around July 4. Community
colleges have niot done teo badly, No
matter how difficult things would
appear, they could be worse,” the
lobbyist sald.

Aid, pay boosts ease sting

Some of the sting of rising tuitions
Is being salved at Oakland Commu-
nity College by scholarships and ris-
ing student wage rates.

About 25 percent of the credlt
hours generated by the 28,000 stu-
dents are pald for by such financtal
aids as scholarships and grants, said
Spencer Johnson, who directs those
programs. ‘

AFTER THE board of trustees

made avallable to help pay tuitlon
and fees, books and supplies.

@ 04 percent of reclplents are
female, although just a llttle over
hall of the 26,000 earoliment is
female.

@ Students on scholarships take
an average of 10.5 credit hours com-
pared to just 6.2 hours for others.

CHANCELLOR R. Stephen Ni-
cholson won board approval for

last week learned are
considering a tultlon Increase, John-
son reported:

® $5.1 million in aid has been

wage for student employ-
ecs based on a study of the arca
ecanomy.

“Generally speaking, outside rates

for comparable jobs were $1 to §3
higher than pald by the college,” Ni-
cholson said,

Current and new rates, cffeclive
July 1, are:

® Student assistant — from $3.60
to $4 per hour.

® Student speciallst (custodial,
grounds, maintenance, life saving)
— from $3.75 to $4.15.

® Student interns — from $4 to

$4.40.
® Student lutors — from ¥4 to

;l‘héy are paid with federal work-
study money,
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Urge your seltool distriet to recover its Constitutlonnl
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NO I youtr sehool distriet tries to mise money the easy
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With over G0 employees (who also iy property taxes)
headgquartered i Bumington Hills, Alexander Hamilton
Life cares about loeal sehiools, quality education and the
fature of our chitdoen and grandehilden, Thats why we
Irere and pay property taxes ol SLO0O per day..becs
we care about Michigan.
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44 Tor the education of our
children from Kindergarten to
12th Grade (K-12) [s a hasle obliga-
tion of homeowners as well as
business property owners it is the
best opportunity we have (o invest
in thedr futures,
We have only two nugjor ways
to finnce loeal sehool distriets—
state sid 1o edueation through

State income and sales faxes,

wd loftery revenues conirolled by the
ature n Lansing, and loeal property nxes

on homeowners and Dusinesses

Twenty years igo when Alexander Humnilton Life's Hony
Oflice Building was construekd, the State governnents
share of finaneial support for local sehools was 9%, Local
property taxpayers finaneed most of the other 51%.

When the eltizens of Michigan adopted (he Tax Limita-
tion Amendment in 1978, the State’s obligation to lnance
edueation was locked in at a minimum of 45%, but
elected state officlals hawe not lived up to their end of
the bargain and have ent State support of education to
37%, unconstitutionally denying our seliols some £330
wiillion aanneadly.
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oo dn 1067 when leglslatoms implemented the income tas,
v dn 1971 when Tegishators inerensed the income tax,
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w1075 when legislators Implenented another income
tax inerase.
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