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By Chrls Rixk
Stalt wrlter

thn management at Whitlock
E:: in Farmington Hills met with
gmployees last December to bring
em the somber news of & potential
Mant closing, they faced blank
ftares and a lot of questions.

> Most of the Inquiries centered
1round why a cnmpnny tiat

hitlock to close its doors in October .

‘The workers couldn’t, still can’t,

understand it.’

— Elton Monroe, union steward

IT IS a sltuation, Monroe said, that
he hns witnessed more than onee. An
of Whitlock,

auxiliary
{ur the plastics industry would clcs~
Hs doors when sales and volume
wcre u
"+"The workers couldn't, still can't,
anderstand It,” sald Sheet Metal
Workers International, Local 50 un-
an steward Elton Monroe, “We're
tilking about a business that’s prof-
l}ble It doesn't make sense.”
% :Workers at the plant, at 23231 N.
lnduslriul Park Drive, were told in
Jgnuary the potentinl closing had be-
tome a reality.
%.More than 150 workers, Including
aqlnrlcd employees, will be affected
By the closing, scheduled for October
1987, Less than 10 percent will be
transferred to the Chicago area,
where the company plans to consoli-
L ta operations and reduce overhead
costs.

* 1 A subsidiary of AEC Inc. in Hli-
nols, the consolidation was prompted
b‘y the need to strengthen the compa-
ny, said Whitlock vice president
Richard Demmings.

Monroe Tost his § joh in 1979 when the
company he was working for closed.

“It just creates a lot of anger and
hurt,” he said. “We kind of feel that
we made Whitlock what it Is today,
only to turn around and find that
they are turning us out.”

1f the transltion is difflcult for em-
ployees, it 13 equally hard for
Demmings, present during employee
meetings and responsible for initiat-
ing an out-placement program de-
signed to help workers prepare for
Jjob-hunting.

“of course 1:': difficult,” Demm-
ings said. “It's a difflcult personal
and professional issue. We are first
obliged to offer some protection for
(the employees') future. When you go
through a personal trauma of losing
a job, you may find yourself jumping
into the {lrst thing you see and find
you've made a mistake. We want to
help them through that.”

DEMMINGS SAID productivity
has remained high desplte the im-
pending October closing. Sales are
booming and customers remaln sat-
isfied with the product.

‘Whitlock even led the corporation
in first-quarter sales thls year, he
sald,

“We are genuinely pleased with
the kind of commitment we've seen
from the employees,” Demmings
sald. “Quallty has been good, our
people’s efforts have been good. Giv-
en the challenge, they have done
well.”

Monroe sald the unlon met with
general management and asked
what could be done to keep the plant
operating. They were met with an
ominous reply: “Concessions arc not
the problem.”

Demmings sald the company has
no lnlcndun of consolidating
three other plants. But he added um
the company “cannot offer any
promises.”

“We can't promise anything, ‘just
as GM or, any other company can't

Whitlock Inc, is at 23231 N.

premlise that they won't protect the
interests of the company. But we
have donc everything possible, in
this case, to eliminate the surprise
and the questions surrounding this

Park Drive, Farmi

move.

THE EARLY notlce dld little to
allay the fears of employces, some
of whom have been around for 20 of
the 30 years that Whitlock has been
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Hills,

in operation.

“You fust can't cry over spllled:
milk, though,” Monroe sald. “I think’
we've shown our anger by now, We-
just have to go on.”
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Volunleun tor Rouge Rescue
i'87 may register early to
“avoid waiting In line Satur-
. day. Fill out the
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idents are asked to call Date Coun-

:form and either drop it off or
. mail it to the Public Services
. Department by 4:30 p.m. Frl-
: day. The cleanup will be east
, of Tuck, a half mile north of
: Elght Mile, from 8:30 a.m. to
:noon Saturday. Afterward, a
plenic barbecue of hamburg-
ers and hot dogs will be
served to all participants.
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tegan, assistant to the public ser-
vices director, at 473-9520 to let
him know how many volunteers
are expected. Residents also may
fill out and mail the attached
coupon,

TR e

Farmington resfdents are asked
to call Earl Billing, public services
department director, at 473-7250,

Registration for both Farming-
ton Hills and Farmington volun-
teers will take place at each city’s
cleanup slte.

The Hills cleanup site Is east of
Tuck, a half mile north of Eight

ation toem st the
Oftice st City malt

cotved by Tricay,
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Rouge River cleanup

Mille, south of Timberidge Apart-
ments,

The Farmington site is along the
river In Shiawassee Park, Power
and Shiawassee,

WITH THE help of city employ-
ces, volunteers will be asked to
help remove about five logjams
and debris in the -rlver near the
apartment complex at the Farm-
Ington Hills site,

Volunteers will be asked to work
along the banks of the river, City
employees will be doing much of
the harder work with chalnsaws
and dump trucks, Countegan sald.

The portion of the Rouge that
crosses Farmington and Farming-

needs volunteers

ton Hills doesn't suffer industrlal
pollution as it does down river, But
logjams and other debris cause the
river to change course.

Farmington's effort will be a
general cleanup because the clty's
Department of Public Works crews
continually malntain the park’s
portion of the Rouge, snld City
Manager Robert Deadm:

In Farmington Hills, volunteers
will be treated to a lunch followlng
the cleanup. Participants also will
receive T-shirts bearing the Rouge
Rescue 'B7 logo, Countegan said.

Farmington and Farmington
Hills are only two of 20 communi-
tles in Wayne and Oakland countles

that will participate In the annual
cleanup, triggered by the Friends
of the Rouge citlzens organization.

FARMINGTON ~HILLS' Cify
Councll showed Its support for the
cleanup by adopting a resolution
committing the city to a local
cleanup project.

The regional cleanup will target.
the river from Walled Lake ang
Birmingham through Northville
and the southern portions in west-
ern Detrolt, .

Friends of the Rouge recenlly
received an $80,000 donatlon from
Ford Motor Dlvision. Other Rouge
cleanup sponsors are Ford Motor
Co. and WIBK-Channel TV2.
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- THE WEIGHTY
. RESPONSIBILITY
- OF BUILRING THE
BEST BODIES.

Youdon't get to be the
number one health club just by
the amount of machines you
putin aroom; though we've
got some of the best.
Nautilus? Universal® Keiser®
Lifecycle® and more. Vic Tanny
is the foremost namein
fitness because of results.
Measurable results that
sttract more members and a
knowledge of total body con-
ditioning that keeps them
coming back.

Like serobic workouts,
geared to varying levels of
ability. An Olyrnpic-style poal,
jogging track and racquetball
courts. And because winding
downis asimportant as work-
ing out, we offer & sauna, whin-
pool and steam rooms. Soit's
no wonder that the best
bodies are built at Vic Tanny.

. Andwe're building on our
reputation. Now, during the
construction of our Novi Club,
you'll get 42% off a Gold
Charter membership, FREE
racquetball for life and FREE
suntanning for a year. Men...
women, call today, And start
building on our reputation.

42 % OFF
A GOLD CHARTER
MEMBERSHIP

N FINAL DAYS

Hurry...offer ends soon!
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Racquatball Courte




