C’vilie candidates quizzed on views

By Sue Moaon
statl writer

Muggy summer-like weather
dldn't keep some Clarenceville rest-
dents from turning out Monday eve-
ning to quiz four school board candi-
dates on a variety of toptes.

The candidates’ forum was held at
Grandview Elementary School and
attracted about 30 residents of the
district, which Includes protions of
Livenia, Farmington Hills and Red-
ford Townshlp.

‘The fuur candidates — incumbent
Barry Sherman and challengers
Sharon Pommerville, Timothy Wig-
gle and Vernice Dunklee — ex-
pressed their views on issues such as
current events in  the distriet,
whether they are pro-life or pro.
cholce and suppori sux chinses, and
what they think nceds to be changed
in the district.

Of the candidates, Dunklee was
the only one to say she was pro-life,
garnering a plaedit from one mem-
ber of the audience

Sherman, Pommerville and Wig-
gle said they belleved the decislon
was a personal one, with Wiggle add-
ing that such a question was inap-
propriate for a candidates’ forum.

‘The candidates were opposed 10
clinics in the schools and voiced sup-
port for the district’s sex education
program. Dunklee added that while
the program is good, she would like
10 see it offered to younger students.

‘The foursome also favored paren-
tal review of instructional materials,
with Wiggte saying "I think parents

City eyes better radio

Farmington Department of Public
Safety dispatchers will have better
radio equipment and safer workiny
quarters as part of $68,228 in im-
provements approved by the city
council Monday.

Acting on clty manager Rubert
Deadman's recommendation, the
council waived formal bidding.
Walver was deemed In the best in-
tereest of the city,

he new Motorola radio consule
will cost about $59,068. By the end of
the year, 86 percent of Oakland
County’s law enforcement agencies
will use Motorola radio consoles,
Deadman said,

Motorola’s success stems from its
Innovative technology, reliable
equipment and professional service.
he sald. Farmingten has used Mot
rola dispatch center equipment for
30 years.

The new console will be equlpped
to handle the Enhanced-911 emer.
gency system, which will be in-
stalled in early 1984,

“All of the equipment or features
presently contained in our curremt
console will be in the new equip-
ment," Deadman said.

The new equipment will be slight-

Iy larger because it will provide a
second position 10 be used by a su-
puivisur or second dispatcher to as-
Sist in eanergencies. It also will serve
as i backup during equipment mal-
functions,

The dispatch room will be reno-
vated to acconmodute the new
equipment. Work will include a new
riot glass doorwall that locks, new
track lighting and other electrical
service additions, and new surfaces
to the flour, walls and ceillng to con-

trol noise. A new floor also will be
laid in a small office off the dispatch
room.

“The proposed improvements will
increase the security of the dispatch-
er during the evening hours and re-
duce the noisc generated from this
room during normal radio transmis-
slons,” Deadman said.

‘The city will oversee the renova-
tlon, a move Deadman believes will
save the city money. The work will
cost about $9,160, Deadman said,

BZA change in works

Fatmington City Council Monday
introduced a city code amendment
liberalizing use of alternate mem-
bers on the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Stite statutes have been amended
10 allow mwore liberal use of alter-
wate ng board members. They
now allew an alterniate member to
selve us provided in local ordinance.

In addressing this change, the

Facmington City Council supported .

a recomendation from City Mana-
ger Robert Deadman to amend the
zoning ordinance.

He recommended allowing the
zoning board chairman or vice chalr-
man to call alternate members to
serve in the absence of a regular
member or when a regular member
may have a conflict of interest on a
particular appeal.

An alternate member appointed to
serve on a case before the board
would serve until a flnal deciston has
been made. The alternate would
have the voting rights of a regular
board member,
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should have some Input into what
their chlldren learn.”
“Prville added.

AS FOR changes in the school dis-
trict, Pommerville sald she would
like to see stronger discipline in the
schools as well as a return to respect
for teachers.

Sherman, on the other Imnd ex-
pressed “whole-hearted support” for
the goals that already have been es-
tablished in the distrlet. He added
that those changes he would like to
see “take moncy and aren't so realls-
tic.” He dldn't claborate on what
those changes were.

Wiggle polnted out that changes
don't necessarlly mean the “better of
two ways” of dolng things and that
changes have to be made by “listen-
ing to the people.”

Dunklee also expressed support
for discipline and sald that long-
term she would like to sce the dis-
trict put more stress on helping stu-
dents be successful in school.

The candidates also were asked
where they thought the district was
headed and all agreed that the direc-
tion was forward.

“l see us going forward,”
Pommerville said. “What has hap-
pened in the last few yecars has been
terrific and the district has earned a
reputation for being progressive.”

When asked about how the board
should deal with problems, Wiggle
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pointed out that the board sets up the
guidelines and pollcles, but can’t be
“too rigid” in dealing with excep-

ons,

Pommerville said board members
must look at each issue comprehen-
sively and talk to all sldes, but Dunk-
lee and Sherman sald they supported
school pollcles.

“I STAND pretty flrmly behind It,
but I hope we always have a just end
to problems,” Dunklee sald.

“It's incumbent on the board to
stick with jts policles,” Sherman
added. “If there's problems, they
shouid get together and change it.”

Pommervﬂle. who described her-

If as d, also told resl-

and further its educational excel-
lence.”

“The education of students hae 10,
be pumber one, and it's got to be,a
quallty education,” he said.

Dunklee, who wou]d lke to cnq
tribute to the effort to improve the
schools, said that “if we can teug

not only an educated person, bt
person who will be a success in lif

“Clarenceville is trying to mect
the needs of a wide variety of stu-
dents,” she added. “I would like to
try to add what I know about the du

trict to that effort.”

Sherman, who has found his tenfire
on the school board “extremely

dents that as a member of the board
she would “maintain and cxpand the

g,” said his main interest'ls
to keep the school district viable,
both educationally sound and hn'm

open lines of communication” be-  cia)ly solvent.
tween the district and and “Clar i
work for full-time learning centers  yith an identity and whatever 1 do in

(libraries) In the schools.

Wiggle who sald his maln interest
is in the chlidren’s education, sald he
would like to be a member of the
board to help the district “continue

the next four years, it wil! have one
underlylng consideration — whit's
In the best interest of the children.”
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