Alas, fet’s honor
our Constitution
with special day

CONSTITUTION DAY? Hey, I'm in
favor of that.

‘The Constitution i3 a big thing in this
country, the world's oldest surviving re-
public. Our basic document was signed
by the membcm of the Constitutional
Conventlon on'Sept. 17, 1787, and then
submitted to she states.

So we should observe Constitution
Day — simple enough?

Well, not'so simple, the way they do it
in Lansing.

REP. JUSTINE Barns, D-Westland,
introduced House Bill 4399 to declare it
Constitution Day by state law. Every-
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So we should observe
Constitution Day —

one was buzzing or half-asl last
‘Thursday when it came before the
House for second reading.

Everyone but Barns and Rep. William
Bryant, R-Grosse Pointe.

Bryant offered an amendment to de-
lete *, 1987" from the bill,

A bit ruffled, Barns wanted to know
why he wanted to tamper with her
sacred plece of legislation,

Bryant sald would
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Where did
voters go?

To the editor:

I find it very strange that while sev-
eral hundred parents showed up at a re-
cent Farmington school board meeting
to state their desire for more involve.
ment in the creation of school policy,
only a handful of people showed up at'a
recent AAUW candidates’ night.

This was the perfect opportunity to
find out how the two pcople running for
the school board stand on issues of vital
importance to the future of our chil-
dren; voters had the opportunity to
meet the candidates and ask them any
they wished. Where was ev-

And so the sunset amendment was
agreed to, and the bill was advanced to

third reading, ready for final passage in :

the House,

make Constitution Day a permanent
observance inasmuch as the law would
be on the books permanently. His point:

knows what bugs the Senate
will detect.

FOLLOWING THE advice of my late

Under Barns' , state 1
a century from now, would still be car-
rying deadwood noting that “Sept. 17,
1987" was Constitution Day.

“This shouldn't be a statute,” Bryant
alrgued. “It should have been a resolu-
tion.”

THAT RUBBED “Jay” Barns the
wrong way. She said observing the bi-
centennial of the U.S. Constitution was
pretty important and deserved a law
rather than a mere resolution,

Bryant didn’t want her fuming at him
any more, so he offered a way out of the
mess. He withdrew his amendment and
instead offered a “sunset” amendment,
It would keep the “, 1987” in Barns’ bill
but provide that the law would “sunset”
~— that is, be stricken from the books —
at the end of the year. That way, the law
books wouldn’t be cluttered for the next
century.

Bryant is a lawyer, hence sensitive to
the issue of cluttered books,

“A sunset amendment is acceptable,”
said Barns. “I respect Mr. Bryant’s po-
sition.”

fellow W.W. Edgar (1897-
1986), alias The Stroller, in 1985 I visit-
ed the hall in Philadelphia where the
Constitution was written, remembering
Eddie's columns about the early days of
the century when an aunt took the kids
there to see the historic sites and sights.

Like a kid, I stood four feet from the
desk where my hero, Alexander Hamil-
ton, sat — an eerie feeling.

One thing Eddle didn’t write about
that seems important to my generation:
Behind presiding officer George Wash-
ington there was carved a half-sun., The
story goes that young folks ‘asked Ben
Franklin whether it was a rising sun or
a setting sun.

“A rising sun,” Franklin is said to
have answered.

Nowadays when American marines

and sallors by the scores are bombed by
terrorists and Iraqgt planes, some of us
aren't so sure the sun is rising anymore.

Maybe observing Constitution Day,
1987, will nourish our faith,
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Helping to form
solid memories -

To the editor:

I would like to commend Randy Borst *

for his excellent photos and informative
advice on vacation spots across the

United States, which appeared in the

May 18 fissue,

Plctures are something that capture
time and hold on to memories forever.
His advice about the maintenance of.a
camera and to

fusal to dismiss judicial mi d

charges against Oakland County Circuit
Court Judge Alice L. Gilbert threatens
to undermine the integrity of the state’s
Jjudicial system.

In order for the judiciary to function
properly, judges must be allowed to ex-
ercise their authority in accordance
with the law, and not be subject to po-
litical pressures exerted by certain
groups to advance their own Interests.

The present controversy is a perfect
example of coerclon in judicial decision
making. The charges levied against
Judge Gitbert stem from her decision to
reduce to present value a $7 million
medical malpractice award to a Detroit
couple and their retarded son.

Although one might question whether
the resulting award was too low, the
apprapriateness of the reduction is 2
matter which can certalnly be resolved
on appeal as a question of law.

Instead, however, Judge Gllbert has
been d with 1 from off-

tions of judges to

proceedings where matters of law are
involved, not ethics.

Michael J. Black, m!orncy

Southﬂcl:.l

Good students
draw plaudits

To the editor: R

On May 9, seven of us residents from
American House Retirement Center,
Farmington Hills, wer picked up by bus
arranged through the courtesy of North
Farmington High School and taken to
the Creativity Springs Alive presenta-

on,

We thoroughly enjoyed the trip and
tour through an exhibition of the talents
of these young people. The vocal music
and choir directed by Mr. L. La Rue was
not only a musical treat but especially
notable was the perfect discipline of the

ice after 26 years on the bench. She is,

effect, being persecuted for havmg
exercised her discretion in an extreme.
1y difficult case.

Comments made after a jury has re-
turned its verdict are routinely made by
our judiciary. Rarely are they ever the
source of such siringent scrutiny since
they have no effect on influencing the

ry.
Obviously, the jury was not influ-
enced by Judge Gilbert’s pre-verdict
statements or rulings since they re-
turned a multi-million-dollar award.

In allowlng misconduct charges to be

J B
taking great pl , willbea

against Judge Gilbert, a

tool for summer vacationers.

Thanks for sharing advice that will
make memories last longer than the
summer of '87.

Jenutl Bitterle,
Birmingham

Action on judge
harms judiciary

Ta the editor:
The state Supreme Court’s recent re-

is belng sent to state court
judges that their jobs may be on the line
if their decisions are not in accord with
the political views of some groups.

Such a position s clearly contrary to
the maintenance of a sound judicial
system.

Certainly, the Supreme Court, rather
than upholding the present disciplinary
action against Judge Gilbert, should
have dismissed the action as nothing
more than a blatant attempt to manip-
ulate and intimidate a highly respected,
experlenced and competent judge.

It can only be hoped that the Supreme
Court will re-examine the ramifica-

The art display in the gymn:nslum
was outstanding. I so enjoyed the
Potters working at thelr wheels mold:

. ing the wet clay into beautiful shapes in

a varlety of sizes.

The finished products of many stu-
dents were on display on shelves; they
were all A plus rated.

There were exhibits of drawings us-
ing tissue paper as buds for flowers and
there were balloons these students used
in thelr drawings. A bit of just about
everything was used: lima and navy
beans, rice, ets.

Journalism, marketing and television
were all covered subjects. I understand
the TV station broadcasts are availablée
through Cable Chanrel 10.

My only regret is that these old legs
could not take in a full day of all this
talent.

I wish to thank the drivers and all
others connected with the project. They
gave their time and energy to us on a
Saturday instead of using the day for
themselves.

Let’s hear more about these good stu-
dents and less about the troublemakers.
We are all fed up with the present day
headlines.

Celeste L. Waldsmith
Farmlngton Hills
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Classic Cultured Pearls

Single necklaces are priced from '270.
Earrings, from *45, Bracelets from *165.

(GREENSTONES

Creators of fine jewelry for over 60 years

528 North Woodward * Birmingham ¢ 4 Blocks North of Maple » 642-2650
Monday-Friday 9:30-6:00 p.m., Sawurday, 9:30-5:00 * Major Credit Cards.Welcome

Shop at

Gorman’s Troy
10th Anniversary
and look what you’ll save.

Battered wives and children. The sexually abused,

Victims of domestic violence.

People, in short, who have no place to turn but the

HAVEN—the Oakland County Shelter for women

and children*

And you can help them with any purchase during
the wecek of June 8 to June 15, Because Gorman's Troy
will donate 10% of the sale price to the shelter. {Along
with the complete living room we're also furnishing

for HAVEN.)

And we'll make that donation in your name.

So join us as we celebrate 10 years in Troy. You'll be
doing something nice for your home—and something
for people who have no home to go to.

GORMAN’S Q-
HERIIAGE
SHOWCASE
W, Big Beaver at Crooks * Phone: 649-20]
Open Daily Ii)mﬁ Monday, Thursday & Friday il 9; Qund'\) 12200 5:30

*HAVEN 1 a Urnited Way funtias-Norsh Qakland and a Usieed Fourdaton Agency

during our

AT GORMANY




