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Maturity
is more
than age

NE OF the most widely used
terms of our day is “matu-
rity.” It has differcat nu-
ances of meaning relating

to the process of development and [

expanslon; cultivation and refine-
ment; growth and ripening.

Maturity, like a preclous gem, hus
many facets — many directlons
from which it sheds its light upon
human existence. Maturity Is not dis-
covered In what we have, but in
what we are.

To mature is to reach a state of
campleteness of growth. Man has
been endowed with a longer pertod
of infancy and childhood than any §
other creature. Yet he Is far more
complex than any other. As Shake- [
speare exclaimed, "What a plece of §
work Is man!"

He requires time, tralning and dis-
clpline to grow out of childhood and
to enter the world of adulthood —
not only physleally, but mentally,
emotionally and splrtually. It §s a

marked by self. ery,
by discovery of llfe and the worid
and by acceptance of relationships
with others,

THE HUMAN BEING is born ig-
norant. He must acqulre knowledge
that connects him with his environ- (i
ment, both physical and social, .

The human being is born irrespon-

sible. He must grow from depend- L

ence 1o independence, from helpless-

aess to competence, from Irresponsi-

bility to responslbility.

The human being is born inarticu-
late. He must learn how to commu-
nicate his thoughts and feelings with
clarity and cogency.

The human being is born self-cen-
tered. He must create bonds wlith
others by the qualities of imagina-
tion, sympathy, loyalty and affec-
tion. He becomes part of a communi-
ty of experience marked by shared
betiefs, shared memorles and shared
values.

THE WISDOM of maturity is of-
ten equated with age. It is truc that 2
certain duratlon of human life yields
a considerable harvest of discoveries
and insight.

But maturity is not necessarily re-
Iated to chronological age. In a novel
by Louis Broomficld, the leading
character reflects upon the meaning
of his life:

“But with me there was no |
growth. There was no creatlon. In all
my life there had never been, unti) I
was near to middle age. Elther the
necessily or the desire to think. I had
already lost nearly 20 years which
should have been employed in think-
ing, and because those years had
been wasted, 1 had never attained
any degree of maturity. I had merely
grown older, and llke those men who
constantly ellng to their youth or re-
turn to it at college reuntons and Le-
glon conventlons, I had merely
withered.”

ON THE OTHER hand, Erich
Hoffer in “The Temper of the
Times" expresses the opinlon that
“History Is made by men who have
the restlessness, lmpresslonalbility,
credibility, capacity for make-be-
tieve, ruthlessness and righteousness
of children.”

Holfer asserts that we can hardly
understand much of history unless
we keep in mind that, generally
speaking, it was juveniles who made
those events happen. He reminds us
that untll relatively recent times
man's life, judged by today's stand-
ards, was short.

He points out that the armor of
fighting men preserved from the
Middle Ages was remarkably smail.
People were shorter in those days
than they are now, but the reason for
the surprising smallness of their ar-
mor I8 that it was worn by young
men who had not yet achleved their
full growth.

“They were married at 13; were
warriors and leaders in thelr teens;
and senile at 35 or 40 . , . yellowed,
wrinkled-faced and toothless,” said
Hoffer.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT was
in his early 30s when he complained
that he had no morc worlds to
conquer.

Napoleon was still in hls 30s when
he became “emperor of the French”
and almost master of all Europe.

The fathers of our own American
Revolution were In their 20s and 30s
when they led the bold break from
England.

In the Bible, God's prophets are
often portrayed as being compara-
tively young. Amos, Hosea and
Jeremlah, among others, delivered
their most [ateful messages during
the peried of thelr youth,

Age is not to be ldentifted with
maturlty. There are adults who re-
main in a state of perpetual childish-
ness and young people who possess
wisdom far beyond their years.

Rabbi Irwin Groner is with
Congregation Shaarey Zedek in
Southfield.
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