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John Anhut sees the way to property tax reliet through the remo

IR 3s

val of tax abatements.

By Mary Rodriquo
staft writer

‘When John Anhut, chalrman of the board of
he Michigan Chamber of Commerce, finishes
his sccond term of office July 1, he whl have
reached more than 1,000 chamber members
and executive officers across Michigan.

“We have lo work together to reach our
goals,” said Anhut, owner of the Botsford Inn
in Farmington Hills.

“We have over 8,000 members in Michigan;
it's the largest chamber in the country. Il we
could just get the local chambers Lo work with
ihe state chamber — God what a force we
would be,”

Problems facing Michigan business are
many, according to Anhut. He cited unfair
competition by non-profit organlzations as one
thora in his side.

As an inn owner who sells wedding reception

c with t pt insti-
tutions, like colleges, offering the same service
at greatly reduced prices.

“Everybody is gettlng into cveryone else’s
pockets,” he sald.

FROM HIS jaunts across Michlgan, meeting
with chamber groups from Jackson to Mar-
quette, the leading issue on the minds of busi-
ness people everywhere ts property tax relief.
“The school system looks at property taxes
as a source of revenue, but this can't go on
forever,” Anhut said.

"Property tax relief can be offset by remov-
ing tax abatements, For cxample, the Mazda
plant in Flat Rock got $3 million in tax abate-
ments. Why not spread that money through
Michigan?

“We have proven If you take away tax
abatements, given eight or 10 years, there is
cnough (revenue) to offset the losses. We'd all
like to espouse policy we can benefit from. The
governor and everyone has (o work together.”

Anhut is quick to spew out figures. Michigan
depends on property taxes for 42 percent of its
revenue while other states depend on it only 31
pereent, he sald, adding that Michigan ranks
third In property tax load.

“States that are the most prosperous have
much less property tax burden,” he sald.

THE STATE chamber of commerce has pub-
lished a booklet of leglslative prioritics for
1987-88. In addition to tax relief and govern-
ment spending, other issues concern further
improvements to workers' compensation, cut-
ting the cost of unemployment insurance and
diversifying the economy.

Anhut: Business
unity is needed

‘The big problem is
that we don’t work
well together. The
deeper you get into
this, the more you
realize what can be
done.’
.— John Anhut

"“We need to do more to keep business here,”
Anhut said. “You've got to keep and expand
what you've gat. If you do a good job, that is
the only incentive needed to attract new busi-
ness.”

Anhut dismisses the notion that the chamber
Is a Republican group espousing conservative
ideals,

“The governor has some good people on
stalf. We have a Democratlc regime and we
must have open dlalogue,” he sald. “I don't be-
lieve in Issulng statements. We have to talk
together — face to face,”

In the past two years, Anhut has practiced
what he preaches. He has met with chambers
in every reglon of the state and with the gover-
nor's staff in Lansing.

“THE BIG PROBLEM is that we dan't work
well together, The deeper you get Into this, the
more you realize what can be done.,"

Anhut, who Is also a member of the Farm-
ington Hills Economle Development Corpora-
tion, believes there arc no big bustness/small
business Issues.

“'United we stand, divided we fall,” he said,

The Anhut family bought the historic Bots.
ford Tnn in 1951. It has been expanded 14 times
and is “pretty well bullt out now.”

“We just have to do a better job, put out a
better product,” said Anhut, who lives in an
executlve apartment on the grounds.

He does see some progress in Michigan's
business cllmate over the past five years.

“We're not where we were during the reces-
sion, but business improved all aver the coun-
tey,” he satd. “Michlgan is a rebound state.
We're on the upswing now. We've got to stay
there.

“T want to go out having bridged some gaps
and leaving the impression that if we all work
together, we can do the job.”

Corporate philanthropy

Donations to local charities run contrary to national trend

By Tom Hendorson
stalt writer

Are corporations tlghter with a
buck these days when it comes to
charities?

Absolutely not, says a vice presi-
dent of the United Foundation. Yes,
they are, says a story by the Associ-
ated Press out of New York, quoting
a report by a business Information
group,

According to the AP story, an or-
ganization called the Confercnce
Board said that corporate giving
peaked with a 15-year high of $4.4
billion in 1885, but dropped about 2.5
percent in 1986 and will continue to
dectine this year.

“'A generation of corporate chiefs
committed to social goals is passing
from the scene,” said Anne Klepper,
dircctor of the board's Contribution
Management Institute. “Born and
bred in depresslon and war, their
views were Influenced by the harsh
realities that they recalled; many de-
veloped a pronounced soclal inter-
est.”

" Klepper said that a new gencra-
tion of corporate chlefs Is more con-
cerned with stiffer domestlc and for-
cign competlition than with social
welfare.

'+ “Often there is less time or Inter-
€st for soclat concerns,” she said.

LOCAL OFFICIALS uctive In
charity fund-raising say that it may
‘be harder to put the touch on corpo-
‘rations natlonally, but it isn’t In the
-Detrolt area.

“1 would disagree with that com-
pletely,” sald Jim Ridge, a vice pres-
ident of operations for the United
Foundation, of the theory that the
new gencration of exccutives is less
socially responsible than its prede-
cessors,

"As corporate officlals move up
the ladder, they get involved in out-
slde organization,” he said, “I don't
think they've lost that feeling of
being involved In the community.
Corporations are changlng from
deing more of family organizations
to belng run by professional mana-
gers, but they're just as involved in
the communlty."

* Ridge sald that Jast fall, the Torch

A by

LN

Is the new generation
of corporate chiefs
more concerned with
stifer domestic and
foreign competition
than with social
welfare, resulting in
less time or interest for
social concerns?

Drive raised a record of $58.4 mill-
lion in southeast Michigan. He said
more than $11 million of that was
from corporate donatlons, or 18.9
percent of the total, He sald that in
1977, corporate donatlons were $7.2
million, or 16.9 percent of the total
raised.

MAXINE ASHCRAFT, vice presl-
dent of development and community
relatlons for the Michigan Cancer
Foundatlon, also dlsagreed that cor-
porate exccutives were less soctally
aware or responsible.

“Philanthropy has been on the rise
since 1900 and will continue to rise
no matter the economic conditions,”
she sald.

Asheraft of Birmingham sald that
private giving i1s up for MCF and
corporate giving down, but she said
that s a function not of soclal
awareness but of ever-increasing de-
mands on business by charitles,

“Cor are zapped alt over
the place,” she said. “In the past
they have tried to support cvery-
thing. Now, they're just taking on a
project or two."”

ageney, one of 153. As such, it is
prohibited from making direct
appeals to corporations. All corpo-
rate appeals are made by the um-
brella org?nlzatlnn.

Asheraft said i donations

Julie b the dlrector of

have more than made uwp for any
slackenlng in the business sector,

“1 think this is going to be a very
good year," she said. “Since 1982,
there have been more than $2 billion
ralsed (for charitles nationally) that
just wasn't expected. So, things have
been wonderful.”

She said MCF raised $1.8 miilion
in cash donations last year and an-
other $1 mlllion in endowment mon-

ey.

“I'm looking to Increase that by 25
percent this year,” she sald. “I've
been told that that's not reaiistic, but
that's my goal.”

THE MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS So-
clety of Michigan is a Torch Drive

‘Corporations are
changing from being
more of family
organizations to being
run by professional
managers, but they're
Just as involved in the
community.’
— Jim Ridge
United Foundation

fund raising for Michigan MS, said of
her group's fund-raising with individ-
uals and private groups: “It's been
casler for us. More people are aware
of us,”

Slaughter said the MS gets the
bulk of its private-sector funds from
a series of big events — the Free
Press International Marathon in the
fall ($100,000), a Readathon involv-
ing 8,000 school kids in February and
March ($200,000), and an Ugliest
Bartender contest cach winter
($100,000). She said the group raised
$800,000 in 1986 and projects reve-
nue of $950,000 in 1887,

A BIG UNKNOWN In charity fund-
raising is the effect, if any, of the
new IRS tax code, Charity contribu-
tions are still deductible for those
who itemize, but no longer are de-
ductible for those who do not.

“We don't know the implication of
the tax law. People are so confused
and so are we,” said Slaughter. “If it
will result in changes, we feel it will
be next year, after people do their
taxes, not this year.”

“People aren't sure of the implica-
tions, They're trylng to [ligure it
out,” said Ashcraft. "I think thls year
will be a very good year, but next
year and the year after, w2're going
to have some burnps.”

Business activity worsens

During April, business condi-
tions in the metro Detroit area
fell to their lowest point since
August of last year, according lo
the latest survey of the Purchas-
ing Management Assoctatlon of
Detroit.

According to April's survey re-
sults, the composite index of busi-
ness conditlons slipped to 445
{rom 46.2 in March.

“A composite index number be-
low 50 generally Indlcates a de-
gree of deterioration in the econo-
my,” said David L. Littmann,
vice president and senlor econo-
mist with Manufacturers Nation-
al Bank of Detrolt. But Littmann
said that the local economy had

successfully weathered a similar

perlod of weakness stretching
from Aprll to August, 1986,

“Desplte sub-par readings from
PMAD surveys during that five-
month Interval,” he said, “the lo-
cal economy managed to main-
tain a level of business activity
comparable to 1985.”

Littmann added that it may be
more difficult to maintain tocal
economic momentum in 1987 be-
cause auto industry incentive pro-
grams have not been as vigorous
thus far and because price pres-
sures generally appear wore in-
tense. Survey respondents gener-
ally noted rising commodity pric-
es, and, for the second month in a
row, no purchasing managers re-
ported lower prices.
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Window shop

at home
FREE!

t's as eaisy Qs 8-3-2-0-34-0.
That's the number to call
for Fisher Dial-A-Decorator.
Our professional decorator
comes right to your home
with exact samples.

FREE Estimates

Precise costs with no hidden
charges later.

FREE Measurement

during your appointment by nur
professional decorators,

EXPERT

Installation
o your complete

FREE Shop-at-Home service

Just aall tn book your
appointment today —
get hundreds of tips
and idcas from
experts. Three
booklets, yours free
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