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Distinguished scholar in residence at OU "

Composcr-critic Virgll Thomson
has been named the first “McGregor
profﬁwr of the humanlitics and
arts” at Oakland University.

Brian Copenhaver, dean of the
College of Arts and Sclences, an-
nounced Thomson will be in resi-
dence for the 1987-88 academic year
starting in September.

He will teach a courre cach se-
mule.r' glve a number of public lec-
lt'urmz,. preside at concerts and
‘Eveqlngs with Virgil Thomson," as
well as host a forum on music criti-
clsm.;

Copienhaver sald the unlversity
Was honoved to have “this distin-

‘

guished artist in residence to stimu-
late discussion among students, fac-
ulty and the general public.” As
Thomson's vislt concludes In June of
1988, the university hopes to stage
his opera, “Four Saints in Three
Acts,” based on a libretto by Ger-
trude Steln.

Thomson will be associated with
the Honors College of the Faculty of
Arts and Sclences and with the col-
lege’s Department of Music, Theater
and Dance.

Professor Brian Murphy, director
of the Honors College, sald that in
the future, the unlversity will enjoy

the presence of other distinguished
scholars, thanks to the generosity of
the McGregor Foundation. The

$75,000 @ year over the next three
years to fund the professorship.

Murphy sces a lasting benefit to
the unlverslty communlty from the
McGregor Professorship. He sald
small classes in the Honors College
and the Department of Music, The-
ater and Dance will enable students
to have a one-on-onc relationship
with Thomson. Lectures will be open
to the publle and the general univer-
sity community.

Mutphy oadded that Thomson's
year at Oakland Is of major signlfi-
cance not only to the university but
to the entire Detrolt arca,

“Virgll Thomson's stature In
Amerlean musle alone would make
him a major flgure,” Murphy sald.
“But Thomson is also one of the
greatest music erities who ever
lived, His significance as a wrlter on
musle Is even greater than of, say,
James Huneker, because Thomson
was the only American who, llke
Bernard Shaw, made thinking about
music part of the general Intellectu-

been a great writer if he had wrltten ¢
about wrestling.”

Qakiand University hopes to host a
major symposlum on music critl-
cism during the year of Thomson's
McGregor Professorship.

“We could not be happler having
Mr. Thomson as the flrst McGregor
Professor in the Humanlties and
Arts,” Murphy said, “Not only is he
an articulate, stimulating and truly
interesting man, since he has
achieved the great age of 90 and ac-
tually llved in Paris during the
fabled *20s, he s a national treasure
and a signlficant piece of history
hlmself.”
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Club announces program

Music Study Club of Metropolitan Detroit will
hold Jts annual luncheon and installation meetlng
at noon Tuesday, at Birmingham Temple.

A program featuring Michael Stockdale, classl-
cal guitarist, and the Music Study Club choral
group, directed by Treva DeJong, accompanied
by Jacquelyne Wagoner, wlll perform.

Stéckdale is a graduate of the Royal College of
Musi¢, London, England, and has studied with
mang eminent muslclans. He came to the US. in
1983;having glven recltals and radlo performane-
es Inthe United Kingdom.

Stdckdale, currently working with WIBK Chan-
nel 2, presents “An Introductlon to Guitar™ for

which performs at nursing homes, for senior citl-
zens, service or and other
functions.

Corliss is the outgoing p:

Joan Linden will be chalr of the day. Betty
Howard will be installing ofilcer.

New to be installed are: president, Ruth
Widrich; first vice president, Joan Rose; second
vice president, Vera Rollin; recording secretary,
Elaine Kohner; corresponding secretary, Cyrille
Friedman; financial secretary, Farah Tarakoff;
treasurer, Violet Spitzer. Elected board members
to be Installed are Betty Howard, Ann Ross, Ber-
tha Well, Gertrude Brainin, Jeanctte Miller and
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young audiences of Michigan and ls a member of
the Lyric Chamber Ensemble,
Ana Ross is chalrwoman of the choral group,

Judith Wiser.
Guests are welcome, Fer (nformation and res-
ervatlons, call Mildred Charnas, 545-6020.
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