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Tragedy braces need for pool safety

By Janice Brunson
staff writer

The funcral program for 10-year-
old Rachel Reynolds of Detroit he-
gan with a verse from Eccleslastes:
*To everything there Is 2 season and
a time for every purpose under the
heaven,”

A month after Rachel drowned un-
der ironic circumstances May 6,
Mary Chil} of Farmington Hills sald
she is still pondering why.

“It was such a polntless tragedy,”
she said. “It should never have hap-
pened. it doesn’t make sense.”

The circumstances that claimed
Rachel's life and nearly that of her
{riend, 11-year-old Ainya Nelson, are
indeed ironlc.

Chill and the glrls were among 500
adult and youth delegates attending
the annual conventlon of Michigan
Parent Teacher Assoclation and
Parent Teacher Student Assoclation
May 5-7 at Sugar Loaf Resort.

Chill is seccretary of the PTA
Councl] for Farmington Schools.

THE GIRLS, accompanied to the
three-day affair by Rachel's mother,
Althea Reynolds, represented Mark
Twaln Elementary School In Detrolt,
where both attended school.

“Youth delegates add so much to
the convention,” Chill satd. She de-
scribes adult delegates as “people

who spend a lot of time and energy
on children. To lose one at the con-
ventlon was a tremendous loss and
shock.”

The loss has been particularly pro-
found for Chill because of the role
she played in trylng to save Rachel
and Alnya,

The {irst hint anything was amiss
came in an announcement during the
convention’'s openlng session

o}

‘Everyone should look

closely at pools and

pool ulely Very few
un d the

with medleal training were asked to
go immedlately to the pool area,

‘The openlng sesslon, Chill sald, “Is
always a real snoozer,” particularly
for younger delegates who custom-
arlly do not attend,

Rachel and Alnya asked permis-
sion to go swimming. Rachel's
mother cautloned the girls not to en-

rlak; or how profound
drowning is.”

PTA member

— Mary Chill B

ter the pool untll a lfeg was
present,

AFTER THE announcement,
Chill, a registered nurse who has
worked in hospital emergency rooms
and who 13 now 4 home health care
nurse in Oakland County, raced to
the pool.

She was joined by another dele-
gate, Lynette Cisson of Royal Oaks,
who Is also a registered nurse. It
took the two women 2-3 minutes to
Iocate the pool.

Chill instantly assessed the sltua-
tlon.

“One girl (Alnya) was unconscious
but moving her arms and legs. Peo-
ple were warming her. Another girl
(Rachel) was prostrate. CPR was
being administered improperly. Her
stomach was bloated. Her pupils
were flxed and dllated.

"It was clear she was in trouble.”

“I went into automatie,” Chill
sald, and the nurse in her took over.

For the next half hour, she and
Cisson alternately applled cardiopul-

paramedics from North Fligat
Emergency Services arrived by heli-
copter.

AN AMBULANCE had arrived
earller from the nearby town of
Cedar but Chill said the crew was
tralned only in basle emergency care
and unable to relieve Chlll and Cis-
son.

‘They took Alnya to a nearby hospi-
tal, where the girl was attached to a

monary r until

pl . She recovered and was

relcased from the hospital the fol-
lowlng wecek.

By the time Rachel was evacuated
by hellcopter to Munson Medical
Center In Traverse City about 4 pm.,
Chill said the girl was “breathing
spontancously and it looked llke she
should come back.

“But it doesn't work that way. The

Temple in Ecorse. '

“Hundreds of pcoplc attended,
Chlll said. “Rachel was evidently a
rea] bright little girl"

The memorlal program spoke of a
season and a purpose for everything)

Chil? felt anger. “I am personally
very angey. All the kid did was go
swimming. It seems a henvy punlsh’

crisls from
‘The damage Is profound.”

Rachel’s body was unable to cope.
She died early the following morn-
ing, at 2:14 a.m. May 6.

Convention  business contlnued.
Sesslons were scheduled through the
following day.

“It was Important we finlsh our
(convention) work. It's expenslve and
takes a great deal of cffort to get
that many people together at one
time.

“There was much crying and other
manlfestations of griel,” Chill sald,
“It was partleularly difficult for the
younger delegates to understand
why we continued (the conventlon).”

A GRIEF counselor arrived from

Munson to counsel them. Ministers”

In the crowd comforted adults,
Delegates left for home after the
close of convention business Thurs-
day afternoon.
Many gathered together again the
next week for Rachel's [uneral on
May 13 at New Greater Bethlehem

ment for i

The accident has been panlcnlnrly
painful for Chill because Rachel wa
similar in size and age to Chill's only
chlld, Tina, 12,

“When I estimated her (Rachels.)
welght and size (while -applying
CPR), 1 was only off by two pounds
and two months.” i

WHILE AINYA has no memory ol
the accldent, It is belicved the two
girls waited for a lifeguard, Wheg
none appeared, they entered the poo}
to play a game of tag. They were dis.
covered floating face down by two
other youth delegates planning a
swim.

Chill sald Sugar Loaf munngernenl
told her the fatality was the first Iy
the resorl’s pool. There Is no life.
guard on duty and a warning is poslv

"Evcryane should look closely al
pools and pool safety.” Chill said.
“Very few people understand the
risks or how profound drowning s.” «
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Herbert Viergutz never sat still
for very long.

Even in retirement after 46 years
as a veterinarlan, he made house
calls to neuter dogs and cats for
longtime customers who wouldn’t let
anyone else do the procedure, said
his wife, Beulah,

Mr., Viergutz dled June 4 in Wil-
llam Benumont Hospital, Royal Oak.
He was 79.

The Farmington Hills resident
never dropped his Involvement with
the Lions, a clvie group dedicated to
belping the less fortunate, including
deaf, blind and handicapped people.
In recent years, the club also has
fought juvenile diabetes and sub-
stance abuse.

Mr. Viergutz founded the Farm-
ington Area Lions Club 40 years ago
this September. The charter mem-
bership was 39, 14 more than today,

He never tlred of talking about the
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Lions, which helps fund Leader Dogs
for the Blind in Rochester Hills and
Welcome Home for the Blind in
Grand Rapids. He was proud of the
Lions' work with the Eye Bank,
which finds corneas and eyes for
needy people.

“Even though we assist many or-
ganizations for the blind and visually
handicapped, we are always looking
for new, worthwhile causes,” he said
In an Interview shortly before his
death,

MR. VIERGUTZ helped organize
many Lions fund-raisers. Last year,
the club raised $10,000.

At its £0th annual Installation din-
ner June 2, the Farmington Area Li-
ons Club gave Mr. Viergutz the Mel-
vin Jones Award for 4¢ years of hu-

manitarlan serviece, the club's
highest honor. As a symbolic ges-
ture, Mr. Viergutz, two days before
his death, applled the gavel to the
bell that called the meeting to order.

Orphaned as an Infant, Herbert Vi-
ergutz was raised by his grand-
parents. “They ralsed me with a
striet Baptist hand,” he sald.

1t was his aunt who provided emo-
tional support, he said,

The Colorado native earned a de-
gree In veterinary medicine from
Colorado State University. “The fi-
nancial burdens were often so bad
that I thought I might have to drop
out, but my aunt helped me out so I
made it,” he sald.
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His wlfe, Buelah, said: “Herbert's
:unt was more like a mother to
im."

IN 1941, Mr. Viergutz started a
veterinary clinlc in Detroit. A year
later, he was drafted and served in
the Army for four years, from 1942-

‘When he returned from serving as
an inspector of the food for troops in
Australla and the South Pacific, he
found his clinic condemned. “They
told me that they were putting Davi-
son Road on the same spot that my
hospital stood on, and I had to make
other plans,” he sald.

Mr, Viergutz then decided to start
the Farmington Dog and Cat Hospi-
tal on Grand River. He retired in
1985.

X :
Bor speaking.

He was a recognized breeder of
the cross-bred Oclcat cat, vecognized
by the Cat Fanclers Assoclation. He
also served as veterinarian for tho
Detroit Pollce Department Mounted
Division. He also enjoyed flowers.

In addition to his wife, Mr. Viers
gutz is survived by one daughter,
Marie Grossman; two step-children;
Carol Cranston Van Hartesveldt and
Dr. Raymond Cranston 1IL fout
grandchildren; and one slster.

He donated his body to the UnivcrA
sity of Michigan Medical School. A
memorial service was held June 6 at
Heeny-Sundquist Funeral Home,;
Farmington. Members of Farmlng
ton Masonie Lodge officiated.

The famlly asks that memorlah
be made to Leader Dogs for Lhu
Blind, Rochester Hills,

Pesis Family Dental Center

28800 W. 8 Mile Farmington Hills

478-1650

8 The Farmington Hills In.n
The Right Place...
at the Right Time

The metropolitan area’s finest ,

supervised residentlal care community.

When the elderly need personal assistance
in daily living, but don’'t want the
environmentand expense of anursing home,

for Living

with

Peace of Mind

The assurance of
complete medical care
® Licensed by the State of

Michigan so that our fully-

The security of
protected living
e Private and semi-privale
residences in a one-story

trained aides are itted to

building, sprinkl

® A medical director (M.D.) on
call around the clock.

® Aliconsed practical nurse
assasses the health care
needs of all residents and
makes cerain they are met.

« Transportation, at no addi-
tional charge, to our health
care resources.

* Professional siallldg 24hours
a day. every day.

® Laundry and all daily house-
keeping services provided.

& Three meals prepared
and served daily, with
speciat dietary nceds
accommodated.

A full-time sccial director plans a wide variety
of special activities, including shopping and
day excursions, throughout the year.

The Farmington Hills Inn

30350 WostTwelve Miio Road @ Farmington Hilis, M1 48016

(313) 851-9640

:| i

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIIlllllllllllllllllllllll!lllll

L
LITENCHIEH

Il
LRI
L

FREE 5-YEAR PARTS & LABOR
PROTECTION PLAN.
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ONLY A DEALER FOR THE
LONG-LIVE BRYANT COULD
MAKE SUCH A SWEEPING OFFER.

The new high-efficiency, deluxe Bryant
central air conditioners and heat
pumps are so well made, so durable,
we dare to make this offer. If you

buy and install one between now and
August 31, 1987, we'll not only give
yot our 5- -year Protecnon Planon

all parts, we'll also cover the cost

of all labor for 5 years, too! Free.

Offer valid only from participating

Call today for details.

53 [ bryant |

LONG LIFE RUNS IN THE FAMILY,

CALL TODAY

., DAY & NIGHT HEATING & COOLING

27629 HAGGERTY ROAD, FARMINGTON HILLS, Mi 48018

474-2226




