Commissioners eye surpius for roads

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

Rebellious Qakland County com-
missioners are ready to dip into the
general fund surplus and spend it on

- roads

They put together 13 votes — one
shy of a majorlty — last week to
bypass their committees and use $5
miilion immediately. Instead the
resolutlon will go to the finance and
transportation committees,

“Pcople out there are sayirfg, ‘You
have a $6% million surplus. We have

- a problem with roads. When are you

going to do something?' ** sald Com-
missioner Marllynn  Gosling, R-
Bloomfield Hills, author of the near-
1y successful resolution.

“The county executive did not ad-
dress the road problem,” sald Gosl-

" ing, choosing her words carefully.

Normally she's loyal to county exec-
utive Danlel T. Murphy.

MURPHY DOESN'T want to dip
Iinto the general fund for roads, He

* argues that the surplus may be only
' temporary; that roads problems

Mercy College

Registration for fall classes at
Mercy College of Detroit Is open for
students who have not preregistered.
Students may register for day, eve-
ning and weekend classes through
Aug. 28,

‘The flrst day of classes Is Sept. 8.

brought on by the high technology
boom will require many years of
money and work; and that the money
is better used on other capital items.

Asked about the rebellion the next
day, Murphy sald, “First we'll have
to see If they can do it (get 14 votes).

now registering

The Mercy College reglsirar's off-
ice is open Monday through Friday,
8:30a.m. to 5§ pm. On Aug. 24-26,
hours will be extended to 8:45 a.m. to

pam.
For Informatien on class sched-

ules, registration and fees, call Mer-

cy's admisslons office at 592-6030.
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Commissioner

Marilynn Gosling, ‘on
behalf of the
Republican caucus,’
proposed the county
use $5 million of its
general fund surplus
on roads.

‘Then we'll have to see if I let it hap-
pen.”

That was a clear threat he will use
his veto. .

It will take 18 votes — two-thirds

of the 27 commlssloners — to over-
rlde an executlve veto. Only once in
12 years has a Murphy veto been
overridden.

GOSLING’S SUDDEN move —
“on behalf of the Republican
caucus” — came at the close of
Thursday's county board.

She acted as the transportation
committce reached the two-thirds
polnt in its series of 11 public hear-
ings around Oakland County sound-
Ing out public sentiment on various
tax proposals. The final bearing s at
7:30 pm. Tuesday, June 30, In Orion
Township.

To Gosling, who attended several
of the hearings and whose district in-
cludes growing Troy, and to others,
the process has been getting tedious.

The Oakland County Road Com-
mission, an autonomous unit, in 1985
surveyed cities and townships to tal-
ly their estimates of roads needed
for economic growth and came up
with a figure of $740 million over 10
years — more than double what the
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OCRC can expect from state fuel
and weight taxes,

So In 1988 the OCRC began ap-
proaching county government to
seek support for a voter-approved
fuel tax and developer Impact fees,
among other sources.

‘That Is what the county board’s
transportation committee hearings
are about.

BACKING THE resolution were
12 Republicans and one Democrat,
James Doyon of Madison Heights,
‘whose district includes part of Troy.

Opposing it were seven Democrats
and five Republicans — including
board chairman Roy Rewold of Ro-
chester, vice chairman Nancy
McConnell of Bloomfield Hills, and
finance chairman G. Whllam Cad-
dell of Walled Lake,

Two commissioners were absent
— Thomas Law, R-West Bloomfield,
and Angus McPherson, D-Berkley.

-county.

Rewold said he agreed to. the
move the previous day, but not to
bypass the commlttee system.

Democrat Alex Perinoff of South-
fleld branded Gosllng's move a “‘rall-
road . . . I dislike motions made on
the spur of the moment. Why.is.it
brought up at the last moment?" -7y

The 23-ycar board veteran said
the general fund surplus is better re-
served for settling lawsuits, remod-
cling 4-H structures and asbestos re-
moval from county bubldings.

THE RESOLUTION admits that
property tax revennes may
not be used for road purposes.

But it would direct the appropria-
tion of $5 million “from the unex-
pended 1986 non-property tax reve-
nues to local communities for road
improvement purposes.” About half . -
the county general fund comes from
property taxes.
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FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL AGES.

W Attractive, more con-
venlent than a bank safe
deposit box, easy to
cany, key-lock security.

heat and flames of most
common house fires,

REG. $52.00

NOW $39.99

See Our Selection of Sentry Fire-Proof Safes too!
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“A Concord Mariner. for $890!”

“I nearly threw my credit card

at the jeweler, thinking he had made

a huge mistake”

This is a very special timepicce. A masterpiece of design,
the Concond Mariner SG “isone of the most celébrated watches of
contemporary times, Wiertight o five atmospheres, and
extravrdinarily thin, every Mariner SGis engincered i i
383 phamb gold an brushed steiinfess seeel.

Diabetes is a major con-
tributor to heart disease,
kidney disease and
blindness. Sowhen you
ort the American

zerland

. JULES R. SCHUBOT
" jewellers — gemologists
3001 West Big Bcjavcr Road - Suite 12 %’roy, Mlchlggndwﬁb 313 6491122 o (313) 350-1777
Registered leweler P> American Gem Soclety (4 ‘¢ ) 22800 Civic Center Drive
T Southfield, Michigan

ATTENTION SENIOR CITIZENS

You are cordially invited to inspect the Heatherwood, an
elegant new rental community of residential suites designed for
today's active seniors.

Centrally located in Southfield on Civic Center Drive
between Telegraph and Lahser Roads, the Heatherwood offers
fine dining in the Rosewood Restaurant, a full social and enter-
lainment calendar, housekeeping and other personalized serv-
ices such as complete overnight accommodations for your
personal guests... All delivered to you in style by our courteous
and dedicated staff.

A limited number of one and two bedroom apartments are
available. Call us at 350-1777 for more information or stop by
and see our beautifully furnished models from 10-5 Monday
through Saturday and 12-4 Sunday.

With a large wooden dance
floor as your stage, move to
the music of authentically
dressed German and dance

bands.
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delicious sauces, roast beef
sandwiches on kummel weck and Bavarian pastry
delicacies. And wash it all down with a cool beer,

light or dark.
FESTIVAL PARADE
Sunday, June 14th, a dazzling pro-
cession down Main Street in
Frankenmuth will celebrate
Michigan's 150th birthday.

Also For Your Enjoyment: « Show Tent
» Bavarian Heritage Events ¢ Sommer Garten
* Arts & Crafts ¢ Activities Tent

Festival hours: 11:30 am to midnight .
Admission: $3.00 (not including Show Tent) Children under 15 FREE
For more information, call: 517-652-8155
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