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_Beyond any question, the ma-
jor fact of suburban politics this
year is the candidacy of George
Wallace.

In Westland: “I like him. He's
got the guts to say what he
thinks.” -

In Livonia: “He'll zap those
niggers, and he'll clamp down on
the hippies and the commies who
keép on demonstrating.” .

In Redford Township: “No
doubt about it. He's my man. He
will get us law and order, or
damn near die trying.”

ven in Farmington Township
where people should know better:
i“He's closer to my way of think-
ing than Nixon, even. He can get
‘us: back on the main track of

where our country stands.”
Plymouth: “He wants to

lick the North Vietnamese once
and for all, then get us out of
there.”

If yon catalosue the comments
closely, you unucrstand just why
Wallace is so strong this year! -

He has a route — a simple, .
easy to understand route — o

solve the key problems which
have bugged us for a long time:
Negroes and civil rights, violence
and the courts, Vietham and the
demonstrators.
* * *
WALLACE'S APPEAL is even
greater in the suburbs‘than it s
elsewhere in the country.

R
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New Bromide:
Law And Order

BEREI S IR NI )
B By Don Hoenshell . . .
e o8 B

His Honor Harvey\ Moelke still .

wants a stop and frisk ordinance
for Livonia to safeguard the im-
age of law and order and en-
shrine the American way of life
for all.to revere.

That's a little game, folks,
called Count The Clichés. How
about these:

Motherhaood, brotherhood, law
and order, home and family,
civil rights, God and Country,
alma mater and love.

The tragedy is that they're all
great values but we're embar-
rassed about them, so they .be-
come bromides — hackneyed
phrases. But back to Harv.

He said he pumped up his cam-
paign again after thugs forced a
car off Five Mile Rd. near city
hall, beat and robbed the driver.
He implied that stop and frisk
would have stopped the carnage.

Ho, Harvey.

ook

THE POLICE DIDN'T
there were weapons used or how
the thugs might have been sus-
picious enough to search and
seize in advance of the crime. It
would be as logical to say that
Five Mile should be widened and
paved to allow good citizens to
get away from the crooks.

And how about those Livonia
Police?

The news last week was that
Livonia and one other suburb
were the only ones in Wayne
County to-show a drop in re-
ported crime, guoth the FBI.
For a city of 102,000 and 36

" square miles, one of the largest
in the state, that isn’t bad.

So Harv wants stop and frisk

say

and $40,000 in riot armament to
make the police more efficient.
Come off it, Harv, the summer’s
gone- and the big law-and-order
election is history. Besides, the
police appear to be doing fine,
unless you want to take on J.
Edgar Hoover.
s o
LAW AND ORDER, the big
pitch of all candidates in this
Year of the Frightened, is tl
hottest cliche of all.
"I don’t know of any candidate
who would propose lawlessness
and. disorder,” . Vi ident

19th District ‘delég:
cago. e

Yet law and order embraces all
the domestic fears of a fearful
nation. It means t only Ne-
is/the new “in”
made subject to
€r. Stop and frisk a
gent wearing a $200 suit and..a
homburg, both stolen from Liv-
onia Mall? Don't be silly.

Stop and frisk laws-empower
a policeman to halt and inter-
roga(e:—nnd maybe pat down—
a suspicious person, one who
might if allowed to go his way,
commit a crime. .

Homes and cars are still cov-
ered by the court decisions in the
Escobedo case nationally and in
the old Gonzales case in Michi-
gan. . "

There are ways, folks, and-a
good policeman could tell the
mayor and the council that a
gimmick to contribute to political
perpetuation is not : necessarily
the best route for a policeman
to go.

]

- have jobs.

Maybe'two cars. )
. Theg are. the new ;middle
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Wallace: Simple, Uninformed, Bigoted

By Philip

The big reasons are race and
class. ¢
Whether theéy intend it or not,
the. suburbs are white. They are
largely inhabited by people who
.came out of the inner city, and
‘some of ithese either hate or fear
- *the'black man, While the suburbs
might bé the white noose stran-
~gling thé big cities, they are the
“white *haven” for ‘countléss men
and worhen who want the calm
and the; security they imagine
‘hey have gained by moving out.
George Wallace speaks direct-
ly to.that need. While he was
Governor of Alabama, he dis-
tinguished himself by -being the
most bldtant segregationist since
.+ well since I don’t know whom.
After!losing an elgction down
- there some years ago, he pin-
pointed ‘the reason for his loss
and his strategy for the future:
“Ain't nobody goin' to out-seg
George Wallace from now on.”
He spol{e trui,

.IT MAY BE, however, that
Wallace's class appeal to the sub-
urbs is ieven stronger than his
- rather primitive race baiting.

" One' of the odd things about
the Wallace support is that it is
coming from blue collar workers,
members of labor unions, apd
*g¥oups (Pol{es,'fcevrraaﬂsqetc.)
These groups movedsin
Democratic Party ds a re
the depression, when it appeared
that Franklin Roosevelt was the
* only man who could save them
from the major domestic catas-

- trophe of their generation. Now,

with the racial crisis triggering
fears of " domestic instability,
these groups are maving to Wal-
lace in droves.

They are no longer the poor.
They live in_the suburbs. They
Particularly if they
work overtime, they can earn
darn good money. They have a
good house, with a nice yard.

class’”
‘Wallace’s appeal to them

Many legislative bodies, in-
cluding . city councils and the
“United'Sptes Congress;"open
-their sessipns with asforpng): pray-
ef.--heforés getting gawnp=to the
Sriare serfpus business of “forget-
ting moral principles and politi-
cal idealism.
* *

USUALLY MOST citizens in
the audience for one of those city
council meetings react to the

.public prayers .in, the same way.

sports. fans dq ta the natiopal an-
‘thein at the $tart of. an’athletic

‘membiefs..of e vhnig minority © . 1.

far as it is simple! Don't * -

let them take it away.

Take away what? Your jobs?
Your nice houses? Your sense of
belonging to an ordered, calm so-
ciety? All the things you strug-
gled so hard, to achieve and which
now seem so thrsatened'!

* .

THE REAL ISSUE of the Wal-
lacé campaign, then, is whether
he can accomplish what he
claims. )

I think not. Indeed, I think
that of all American politicians,
Wallace is the man least likely to
accomplish what he claims.

Jobs? What does Wallace
know about running an economy?
Alabama has about the lowest per
capita income of any state, an_d
W allace’s eccentric economic
policies put a virtual freeze of in-
dustrial expansion in his state
when he was governor.

Vietnam? Wallace has less ex-
perience with foreign affairs than
any other politician on the nation-
al scene.

Crime and violence? I find it
hard to believe that a man who
has pledged to run his car over
the first demonstrator he can find
after his inauguration is ideally
suited to; promote calm and cut
crime.

. Racial peace? Wallace's ma-
jar contribution to racial peace
has been to keep Negroes out of
the public schools in Alabama.

. His major promise is to supress

any minimum claim a Negro
might have to be a human being.
Is such a man the best we can of-
fer to achieve rz’alcial pface'!

THE MAJOR THRUST of Wal-
lace's appeals lies not in their
content but rather in their sim-

plicity.

In a society frustrated with its E

horrendously complicated prob-
lems, Wallace offers simple, easy
policies.

In a country afflicted with two
presidential nominees who. have
not shown any real ability. to
reach the voters, Wallace seems
a plausible alternative. E

In a nation where bafflement
with government has replaced
hope, Wallace's attacks seem. to .
the point. o

It seems odd, in a country
which is the greatest example of
democratic choices made by in-
formed voters, that a man should
be considered a good choice for
the presidency precisely because
he is simple, uninformed and
bigoted. . -

I hope this country isn't that
sick. .

FIST FuLL OF

PROMISES — HEART FULL OF HWATE

Leonard Poger Writes

A Prayer For The .Lazy’ And Selfish

the decisions, The Observer of-

fers a prayer submitted by Gag-

non for the benefit-of the citizens

who have to pay for the decisions:
* X% *

“ALMIGHTY-FATHER, we be-
‘gin today a new year of civic life.
.We know that no matter how you
want to bless this city, you can-
not do it unless the citizens are
willing to be blessed. We pray
therefore for the voters of this
city, those too lazy to vote but
not too lazy to grumble,

contest--imipatience. toward the

delay toward getting the ball
game underway. =
_ Behind the pious words is the
absence of what: REALLY should
be said. Such a prayer was of-
fered hy Westland Councilman
Virgil Gagnon. The prayer was
first delivered 5 years ago at the
.irauguration-.5f” - the . Gloucester
(Mass.)' City Coundil..”
_-THe..prayer offers special
.thoiights " for persons who have
gone through the agonies of pub-
li¢ hearings on apartment rezon-
ings, governmental budgets and
public improvement projects.
Although most prayers at pub-
lic sessions are directed towar

the public officials abiout to make

Henry J. Teutsch

“We pray for taxpayers who
want good streets, good schools,
good fire and -police protection

ut who do not want to pay for
them. We pray for those who be-
lieve all laws should be enforced

except those which apply to them-

selves. We pray for the political
managers who swap votes and
sell out their friends and let bad
candidates go unopposed.

““We pray for the businessmen
whose vote is determined by the
expectation of special favors for

rites

themselves. Bless them if you
can. We wish that all these peo-
ple might be blessed but perhaps
we are asking too much. It may
be the only thing You can do is to
let them go to hell where they
belong. You know best,

“Bless the young people who
will soon be voters. May each one
think of his home not as a house
in which he lives but as a city of
which he is an important part.”

Amen,

Agency Shop : Is It Democracy
Or A Grab For School Power ?

Part of the new Plymouth
teacher contract recently given
tentative approval is an agercy
shop clause which virtually cre-
ates a closed shop or union shop
in the schiool district.
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—depending on which side you
talk to—about the acceptability
of agency shop, but it appears
one argument is being over-
looked.

What about those individuals
who don’t wish to join the teach-
er union and are willing to accept

~-what the school administration
grants for salaries, fringe; bene-
fits and other non-economic
items? .
* % %
THE UNION CLAIMS that when
- it negotiates a contract, it does so
for every teacher in the district,
not only those who are members
of the union; therefore, those who
benefit from the contract but do
:*not pay union dues.are hangers-
The school "board objects - to
the agency-shop clause because
it says the tenure commiission

will balk at allowing a teacher to
be fired because he doesn’t pay
union dues.

. The board also maintains that
is up to the union to collect its
dues and recruit its members and
not the school board through an
agency-shop clause in the master
contract.

The argument for the individual
who wants to teach school but not
join a teacher union (called “‘as-
sociations”: by union officials)
seems fairly strong and possibly
one to be reckoned with in the
future.

* * | x

SIMPLY BECAUSE the union
wants _more power through the
number of members it controls,
is not enough to.force everyone
to think the way they do.

Now that the agency-shop
clause in teacherischool district
-master -contracts] is a reality,
persons :who aspire to become
teachers rnust efther join the un-

ion {or, in some{clauses, contrib-

ithout becom-
bers) or - try

ute to the union
ing official m
some other pr

Union officials say it .is demo-
cratic tp follow the will of the
majority and if the majority of a
schgol district’s teachers belong
to the union then everyone in the
district must also join—one way
or another,

* % *

THE QUESTION IS . begged.
The union is not interested in bar-
gaining for better and more
equitable contracts but is inter-
ested in gaining more power in
each school district.

Their quest for power and pos-
sibly some control over the school
district has led them to rational-
jze that the.majority is correct
and the minority had better listen
and follow if they know what's
good for them.

By eliminating independence
on the part of some individuals,
it contributes to incréased costs
and services.

Each time & union (any. union)
demands higher wages, benefits,

and other fringe-economic:bene-

. {its, costs. must also increase.
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