No political damage in divorce
Blanchards split amicably at 21-year mark

8y Tim Richard
staff writer

The pending dlvorce of James and
Paula Blanchard will do minimal
damage to his political career, but
friends say it may explain why the
governor has shown Little leadership
in his second term.

.~ "I'm like an old father to him,”
sald Sen. Willlam Faust, D-Westland,
former Senate majority leader, who
would get Sunday phone calls from
the governor. “I had no jdea things
were not going well,
* “There has not been strong com-
mand from the executlve office”
Faust said, “Perhaps it (dnmuuc
pmblcm) explains the slow pace.”
“It has to affect him somewhat,”
‘sald Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton.
""But he's enough of a professional to
}devnle his time to the office.”
r Another veteran ‘senator, Jack
l‘nxon, D~l-‘nrmlngtan Hll!s sald he
isaw “no

been “an ambltious buman Invest-
ment strategy,” denying the gover-
nor failed to show leadership.

RUMORS ABOUT possible marl-
tal difficultles between the Blane-
hards had circulated for a year In
the state Capitol press corps, but not
one had printed a word.

The news came the governor’s
prﬁa oftice, which left a pack of re-
leases in the House Room dur-
ing lunch hour Tuesday. It came dur-
Ing the bustest week of the year for
the Legislature, scheduled to adjourn
today for the summer.

The two-page release sald that at
11:45 that morning, Paula Blanchard
.began a no-fauit divorce action in
* Ingham Circuit Court.

Representing Paula Blanchard is
Lansing attorney Camille S, Abood.
Representing the governor will be F,
Thomas Lewand, Birmingham attor-
ney, Blanchard’s one-time campaign
manager and {irst chief of staff.

“Longstanding Irreconcilable dif-
ferences in thelr marital relatlon-
ship compel this decislon at this

me. . The declsion to end our mar-
rlage has been made after many
months of thought and discussion,”
their announcement said.

“It has been an extremely difficult
decislon to reach. We want our
friends and supporters to know that
we intend to continue an amlcable
relationshlp both personally and pro-
fesslonally.”

THE BLANCHARDS were mar-
ried June 18, 1966 — 21 years ago
today -~ shortly after Paula, a
Clarkston native, earned her teach-
ing degree from Michigan State Uni-
versity.

Blanchard earned his bachelor's
degree from MSU In 1964 and mas-
ter of business administration de-
gree in 1965,

Mrs. Blanchard taught fourth
grade in Minnesota while her hus-
band was carning his law degree,
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which he recelved in 1988,

Mrs. Blanchard bad held an up-
pald job In the Commerce Depart-
ment promoting Michigan products.
Several months ago she left it for a
part-time position at MSU as dircc-
tor of Telstate, an audio and video
production unit. She Is working on a
master’s degree In telecommunica-
tions, which she expects to recelve
by fall.

The Blanchards petitioned for a
temporary order for financlal sup-
port. They agreed to joint custody of
son Jay, 16. They expect to reach “a
comprehensive and equitable finan-
clal settlement.”

Mrs, Blanchard will reside in Ok-
emos, a Lansing suburb, where Jay
will be a high school senior in the
fall, They will continue to have State
Police protectlon,

Blanchard will continue to reside
in the executive residence near the
Red Cedar River southwest of the
Capitol Bullding.

election as governor in the Renalsaanco Conter.

irecent performance.
i

“IT WILL NEVER cause him to
iwin or lose an clection,” sald Jerry
:D. Roe, Lansing public relations con-
{sultant and history buff,
! Blanchard would be the first serv-
{Ing governor of Michigan to be dl-
-vorced and probably the only one
,evcr dlvorced, sald Roe the state’s
expert
R vrial blographies,
. “Politlcs does it to a marriage,”
+ sald Roe, former executive director
H Vof the Republican Party and himself
« divoreed. “It's an unrealistic way of
+ llving. All of a sudden Joe Smith be-
'com- ‘the Honorable,’ People are
{ bowing and scraplng.
! “Then you come home at night to
- reality. No one is more honest than
| your wife.”
! Roe listed many political divorces
— US. Sen. Donald Rlegle, state
Senate Majority Leader John and
cp Colleen Engler, House Speaker
Gary Owen, and a long list of con-
gressmen,

When Lt. Gov, James Brickley
campaigned for governor in 1962, his
divorce was never an issue,

In years past, said former Gov.
George W. Romney, dlvorce may
have been a polltlcnl liabllity, “hut
not anymore.”

i “A SURPRISE to me,” sald Sen.
. Faxon, who marched with Blanchard
* in the Memorial Day parade In Fern-
1 dnle, where Blanchard was born 44

ears ago.

Paula Blanchard was not with the
1 governor, Faxon recalled, but he

hardly noticed at the time because
“jt makes better sense to me if
uponm don't attend those things.
Many times Bl Milliken (governor
1989-82) attended things by himself.”

Faxon noted that Nelson Rockefel-
{ ler was divorced while governor of
| New York, mounted a strong presl-
dential campalgn in 1968 and then
was appolnted vice president in
1974,

The last time divorce was dis-
cussed as a political lssue was 1852,
Faxon sald, when Democrat Adlal
| Stevenson was defeated for the pres-
{ Idency. A Stevenson fan, Faxon
| doubted the divorce was a factor,

! Rep. Kosteva sald he had heard

v *“not a word" about the breakup until

| Tuesday.

! State Democralic chairman Rich-

{ ard Wiener is in the Soviet Union un-
' 1 June 30 and was unavailable for
; comment.

FOR MONTHS, newspaper colum-
: nists have criticized Blanchard for
* lack of leadership on major issues
! facing the state:
: @ Road funds — he opposes more
: taxes,

© Property tax reform — he ad-
vocated expamlun of the homestead
exemption, no major change.

@ School finance reform — no po-

sitlon.
e Reorganization of the

H P
tion Authority — no position.

® Product liabllity.

® State court unification — no
budget money.

Replied Tom Scott, Blanchard's
press secretary: “People saying be
had a mandate (from his 2-1 re-elec-
tion victory) either 1) wanted to
raise taxes, 2) are his political oppo-
nents or 3) wanted to see him stum-
) ble politically.”

! Scott sald Blanchard's priority has
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Our summer collection of Ralph Lau-
ren for Women, including Accessories

be on’sale beginning

Thursday, June 11, 1987,

The Polo % Ralph Lauren Shop
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Jim and Paula Blanchard gave no hint of “irreconcilable diffcr-
ences” the night of Nov. 4, 1888, when they celebrated his re-
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* View the new 1987 Cadillac Seville-the spitit of
elegance.
* Win a $500 Mall Shopping Spree’
» Visit ihe Cadilloc/Vogue Fashion Theater.

* Ask about the Vogue Fashion Forecost.

* Get the latest information-on cars, fashion,
beauty. ete.

* Win g Fashion Week for two in Paris. France?
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Saven Twenly-Two North Woodward Avenue
Birmingham, Michigan « 642-7755
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. SUMMER SAMPLE
\ SALE

SAVE 40% AND MORE

THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ONLY
ON ALL IN STOCK MERCHANDISE. BE EARLY AND
CHOOSE FROM SUCH FINE NAMES AS HENREDON,
HICKORY, KAYLYN, HEKMAN, BERNHARDT, FAIR-
FIELD, COUNCIL CRAFTSMAN, HICKORY FRY, BUR-
RIS, NULL, KEY CITY, WISCONSIN AND MANY OTHER
FINE FURNITURE MAKERS. DURING THIS SALE NO
LAYAWAYS CAN BE ACCEPTED.
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NEW ADDRESS

3715 N. Woodward

2 blocks N. of 13 Mile Road
549-5200

Next to Holiday Motors

All previous sales excluded

Hours: Mon,, Thurs,, Fri. $:30-2:00
Tues,, Wed., Sat. 9:30-5-30




