Road money bills stuck i in committee ~

By Tim Richard
otatf writer

In March he was hoplng for action

by May.
Then state Sen. Richard Fessler
hoped the Legislature would pass his
road improvement bills by the end of
the session this week.

Now the West Bloomtield Republi-
can says, “We'll let ‘em set over
summer. The next deadline is Oct.
30

TO OAKLAND County paliticos,
the bottom line s that it will be
spring of 1988 before they have the
statutory tools to ask voters for
more road money,

There's much frustration at the
County Road Commissicn. In 1986,
managing director John Grubba

Dinosaur

unvelled a survey of dozens of com-
munitles, which showed thelr eco-
nomle growth requlred sm milion
In new roads over 10 yi

That's $74 mllllun n ycnr above
existing revenucs,

Fessler and Sen. Connie Blnsfeld,
R-Maple Clty, responded with a
package of 10 bills permitting local
fecs and taxes and adjusting state
programs, Because county road de-
partments get thelr money from
state-collected taxes, the Fesaler-
Binsfeld bills break lots of new
ground,

DISCUSSION OF the package
goes on In a “joint ad hoe' commit-
tec of senators and representatives
rather than In Fessler's Transporta-
tion Commlttee,

There, his House counterpart,

contest

winners selected

Jennlfer Kopp, 9, of Livenla and
David Groshong, 7, of Farmington
HUlls are flrst-prize winners in the
Dinosaur Coloring Contest, co-spon-
sored by Observer & Ecentric News.
papers and the Cranbrook Institute
of Sclence,

Jennifer reccived first prize in the
8-10-year-old category while David
took top honors In the 7 and under
divislon.

The first-place winners will
recelve a $25 gift certificate
redeemable In the Institute of Sci-
ence Dino Store and a one-year
membership in the Institute of Sei-
ence valued at $35.

OTHER WINNERS in the 8-20 age
dlviston were: second place, Beth
Gonzales, 8, of Redford Township,
and third place, Hugo Lin, 8, of Ro-
chester Hills.

Second- and third-place winners in
the 7 and under age division were
Peter Andrew Buff, 7, of Canton

Townshlp and Andy Balog, 7, of
Livonta.

Second-place winners receive a
$20 gift certificate and four passes
to see the Dinosaurs! Dinosaurs! ex-
hibit while third place will get a $10
gift certificate and two passes,

HONORABLE MENTION In the
8-10 age group from Oakland County
went to Shannon Oldfield, 8, Bloom.
field Hills, and Joshua Kramer, 8,
Troy, Honorable mentions in the age
7 and under cateogry went to
Matthew Gladysz, 6, Sterling
Heights; Kim Shin, 6, Bloomfield
Hllis; and Christina Karas, 7, Ro-
chester Hills. Honorable mentions
wlll receive a dinosaur sticker,

The contest was offered in con-
junction with the Dlnosaurs! Dino-
saurs! exhibit appearing at Cran-
brook now through Sept. 7. The win-
ning entries plus addltional selected
cntries are on display In the muse-
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You are cordially invited to inspect the Heatherwood, an
elegant new rental community of residential Suites designed for
today's active seniors.

Centrally located in Southfield on Civic Center Drive
between Telegraph and Lahser Roads, the Heatherwood offers
fine dining in the Rosewood Restaurant, a full social and enter-
tainment calendar, housekeeping and other personalized serv-
ices such as complete overnight accommodations for your
All delivered to you in style by our courteous
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and see our beautifully furnished models from 10-5 Monday
through Saturday and 12-4 Sunday.
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Rep, Curtls Hertel, D-Detroft, and
other representatlves take part in
Icngtby, continulng diseussfons.

“The Senate has worked on 'em
since January, The Housc hasn't.
They (representatives) had trouble
moving 'em. It's a lack of knowl-
edge,” Fessler sald.

Part of a compromise will invelve
each chamber initlating part of the
package rather than the Scnate
starting everything.

“ANOTHER PROBLEM s the
governor not wanting to support a
tax Increase of any kind, And the
Dcigiocratlc caucus is gun-shy,” he
sald,

Democrats lost control of the Sen-
ate in 1984 when voters recalled two
Democratlc senators for supporting
Gov, James J. Blanchard’s 1.75 per-
cent personal income tax rate in-
crease,

Fessler sees Blanchard as wanting
a shot at the 1988 Democratle vice
presldentla] bid and not wanting a

blg taxer” millstone around his
neck.

Fessler views Blanchard as a real
VP possibility — a former congress-
man, governor of & big Midwestern
state, strong labor backing, gond re-

-lations with business —

strength to a ticket headed by some-
one from the South or West, or even
the East.”

FESSLER’S AND Binsfeld's bills

Sen. Richard Fessler
now fall deadline

were on the state Scnate calendar
for several weeks.

But last week Senate floor leader
Phil Artburhulitz, R-Whitehali, had
them sent back to committee as the
Senate wrapped up work unti) fall.

“'He wanted a clean calendar,” ex-
lalned Fessler, who dldn't take the
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action as a setback.

“1f we don't do it in fall — by Oct.
30 — we get nothing,” sald Fessler.
He sees no actlon posslhle In winter
and spring of 1988 because House
members face re-clection.

That means the next target date
would be the post-clection “lame
duck” session of 1088,

HERE'S THE STATUS of varlous
parts of the Fessler-Blnsfeld pack-
age: .

® Out — a state gasoline tax in-
crease of which countles would get
39 percent.

® In - optlonal county sticker of
$10 a vehicle, voter approved.

® In — $3 local drivers license
fee, voter approved.

o Maybe — state Increase In fucl
tax with the Increment golng entite-
ly to countles and municipalitles.
“I ve been talking three cents, That
would yleld $137 million a yearito
the local side. Hertel and some of (he
ad hoc committee liked it.” .

@ In — legislatively directed con-
struction of three es in west-
ern Oakland County — the Haggetty
corridor, the Milford Road corridor
and a connection from M-59 to I-75,
These would replace the dead M-275
project.

The package also mentions im-
provements on the Davison Freeway
in Detroit and an east-west trunkline
for southwestern Wayne County.

James Pitz, director of the Michi-
gan Department of Transportation,
“is unhappy with that, We're sayins,
legislatlively, we want these bult,”
Fessler sald,
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