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Despite Its Woes,S

Nearly one-half million
persons are expected to
spend a record-high $133 mil-
lion on.snowmobiling this
winter in Michigan. accord-
ing to Automobile Club of

Michigan.
“'Michigan  will have
205.000 snowmobiles in use by

this spring. which will be
more than a 50 per cent in-
crease in the number of vehi:
cles registered by last
spring.” states Jerry E.
Fisher, Auto Club's touring
manager. .

Michigan dealers expec!
snowmobile sales to climb 20
per cent above last year's _
mark when over 60,000 ma-
chines were sold

Currently. there are more-
than 130,000 registered snow-

mobiles in Michigan. and

major distributors across this
state expect that 75.000 new
machines will be sold by
spring.

“SAFETY AND shortage
of areas where snowmobiles
can be used will be major
probtems this winter despite
the enthusiasm about this
mushrooming sport.” Fisher
states.

Last winter 19 persons tost
their lives in Michigan snow-
mobile accidents, compared
with 13 who died during the
1968-69 winter. the first time
official records were kept on
snowmobile deaths.

Last win
died in collisions with other
vehicles on state roads, five

,-13 persons*

persons drowned when ma-
chines broke through the ice,
and’ another death. occurred
when a snowmobiler hit a
wire strung across the gate
to a ball field.

Snowmobiles have been a
growing source of irritation
to many private property
owners and sportsmen.

Snowmobiles running reck-
lessly across private proper-
ty. ruining lawns, trees and
disturbing farmlands were a
major reason for recent state
legislation (effective Janu-
ary; 1969} regulating these
machines.

Some sportsmen claim that
the 'snowmobile is used ille-
+gally during deer season. and

IT WAS A LONG night Tuesday-Wednesday for Livonia Mayor Edward H.
McNamara as he.watched election returns. The Democratic candidate for lieu-
tenapt governor didn't learn until Thursday, however, that he and Sander Levin
had been defeated by the team of Republican Gov. William Milliken and James

Brickiey. McNamara alternately napped and
suite in the Sheraton in Detroit.

>

watched the counting from Levin's
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MEET WAYNE WALKER

IN OUR DETROIT LIONS SHOP
‘Monday, November 9th, 5 to 7 p.m.

300 AUTOGRAPHED PICTURES GIVEN AWAY!

Be a Detroit Lions Mascot! Boys 6 to 13 may register

Detroit Lions Shop. t6 win two tickets to a Detroit Lions Home Game
and an Official Lions Football Uniform by Rawlings.

Take home ‘a mini-football, autographed on the spot .

LIVONIA MALL
7 Mile at Middlebelt

Crowley's

. 8T
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whe lakes are frozen’these
machines are overruning
once remote fishing spots.

*“DESPITE complaints,”
states Fisher, *‘snowmobiles
are here to stay, and the
econornic impact across the
state has been notable.”

Sales tax on snowmobiles
sold in Michigan since 1965
has amounted to’ $4.68 mil-
lion. Last winter alone, Mich-
igan realized $1.04 million
from sales tax on accessories
and $910,000 on taxes from
gas for off-highway use.

In addition, over $500,000
has been collected by the
Segretary of State in. regis-
tration fees ($5 for a three-
year period).

Major snowmobile assocta-
tions in Michigan, including
the newly formed Michigan
Snowmobile Distributor’s
Association {MSDA), are
urging the State Legislature
10 spend more tax money on
maintaining and creating
trails.

“If Michigan spends its
snowmobile-generated tax
funds to create more places
foy snowmobiles, operators
wjll be more apt to stay off
of private property and pub-
lfc, roads,” according: to
DA spokesman Ron Gam-

AUTO Club map indi-
cales that this winter there
be 30 Michigan state
arky which allow snowmo-
biling, double last year's
number. As last winter, 29
state and four national for-
ests will allow snowmobiling.

The greatest increase in
state parks allowing snowmo-
biles is in southeastern Mich-
igan. Last winter. only four
southeast Michigan state
parks had marked snowmo-
bile trails as compared to 12
parks open for snowmofing
this winter.

During the 1970-71 snowmeo-
bile season, $133 million wil!
be spent by snowmoabilers in
Michigan. .

nowmobiling

1

“Last winter, Michigan
residents spent $26 million on
snowmobile accessories
alone."’ states Fisher. “This
year. $98.4 million will be
spent on equipment ranging
from spécial clothing to new
machines.”

Also, the ‘average snowmo-
biling couple is expected to
spend $75 per weekend.

Some $34.3 million will be
spent by 105.000 snowmobil-
ing families “taking special
weekend trips to resort areas
this winter. This averages
out to $2.3 million spent each

. weekend in Michigan during
a l5-week snowmobile sea-
son.

THE AVERAGE cost of a
snowmobile is $900. although
inexpensive models cost
about $600. The more luxuri-
ous model, with sliding cano-
py. room for two on a front
seat. variable-speed trans.
mission, heater and even a
cigarette lighter can cost up
10 $2.500.

T
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Above the cost of n‘a-
chines, the average snowio-
bile enthusiast will spend a
minimum of $100 forelothing.
Spowmobilers must wear
special clothes since temper-
atures drop dramatically at
high speeds due to the “chill
factor.”

On a day when there is no
measurable wind. the tem-
perature is at zero (F). and
the snowmobile travels 25
miles per hour. the actual
temperature on exposeqd _skin
is 45 degrees below zero.

Clothes that are warm for
skiing. hunting or ice fishing
are usuvally inadequate for
snowmobiling. It is recom-
mended that the novice con-
sider these items and costs:

Boots. $20: one-piece suit
{avoid two-piece) $75: mitts.
$10; helmet $17 to $25
trecommended for high-
speed machines). otherwise a
liwod or cap with ear flaps for
under $10 is adequate: gog-
gles, $4: face mask 1wool).
$4: thermal underwear. $12:
sux. $3. and sweater, §25.

G

rows

*(Children’s clothing is be-
tween one-third to 50 per cent
tess, depending on quality.)

DA

SNOWMOBILERS should
keep these simple safety
rules in mind during the win-
ter before starting out on any
trip: N
® Avoid illegal use of road-
ways where most snowmo-
bile deaths occur.

@ Know trails and stay on
marked trails ,

@ Carry area maps plus a
compass.

® Be aware of state regula-
tions in the snowmobile law.

@ Stay off ice on lakes and

streams iR conditions are not =

ideal.

® Avoid alcohol.

o Never travel alone. You
usually can't walk out of for-
ests in an emergency if snow

is deep.
e Carry safety gear such
as snow shoes, flare gun.

first aid kit. axe. extra fuel.
new spark plugs. tools for
miror repairs and rations.
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STATE PARKS
PORCUPINE MT5.: Near Ontonagon,
Teail: entire park.
TAHQUAMENON FALLS: Near Para-
dise. Trail: 8% mi.

STRAITS; Neor St Ignoce, Trail:
3 mi.

WILDERNESS: Near Macki

Troil: 15 mi. unplowed rds.

PETOSKEY: Near Patorkey. Troil:
m .

LUDINGTON: Near Ludingten. 2 mi

trait leads fo sand dunes.

MUSKEGON: Near Muskegon. Trail:

4% mi

HOFFMASTER: Near Fruitport, Teail:

8 mi.

w City.

9 JONIA: Neor lonia. Trail: 5 mi
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YANKEE SPRINGS: Near Hosings.
Troils: 6, 3 mi.

VAN BURE
Troil: 2%, mi.

WARREN DUNES: Neor Bridgman.
Teail: open beach ares.
HARTWICK PINES: Near Groyling.
Troil: & mi.

Near South Haven.

NORTH HIGGINS LAKE: Neor Ros-

commen. Trait: 8 mi.
RIFLE RIVER: Near Rose City. Trail:
15 mi. unplowed roads ond on
lokes. . -

" PORT CRESCENT: Near Port Austin
Trail: 27, mi.

SLEEPY HOLLOW: Near Ovid, Trail:
9 mi.

BRIGHTON: Neor Brighton. Trait.
1 mi.. plus 50-0cre‘open area.
ISLAND LAKE: Near Brighten. Trail:

PINCKNEY: Neor Pinckney. Troils

2% mi :

WATERLOO: Near Chelsea. Trail:

160-acre open areo.

ORTONVILLE: Near Ortanville, Troil
mi.

HOLLY: Near Holly. Tr

HIGHLAND: Neor Milford. Trail
i,

PROUD LAKE: Near Milford, Troil

320-0cre open area.

PONTIAC LAKE: Near Pontiac. Trail: i

3 mi.
DODGE NO. 4: Near Keego Harbor.
Trait: 130-acre epen area.

BALD MT.; Near Loke Orion. Trail:
2 mi. -~
ROCHESTER-UTICA: Near Rochester.
Trail: 2% mi.
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For further information on parks and forests indfcated on the map, local chambers
of commerce and tourist associations con be contacted in the following arcas

“West Michigon; [ ] Eost Michigon,  Southeast Michigan | \

State, Federal Snowmobile Trails

LEGEND

SNOWMOBILE TRAILS

STATE PARKS

NATIONAL FOREST
ACROSS STATE

Al Greas listed hove morked
snawmobile trods

A

2,
S

N. fo Bissanette
0 mi.

Stare Forest: 15Y%; mi. N. of Bold. -

just E. of Kadero-

. of

i, W.

of Evart on Twin Creek Rd. Traili-

7
‘61 HIAWATHA NATIONAL FOREST —

Ropid River Diswict (near Rapid
Riverl, 2 trails: 8, 20 miles; Manis.
tique Distict (at, Monistique). 20-
mile-long network; Munising Dis-
tict (a1 Munisingl. 20-mile.long
network; Sault Ste. Morie District
tot Roco on M-28], 25-mile-lang
network.

62 MANISTEE NATIONAL FOREST—A!
\Baldwin, 9 trails ‘which vary in
length from 22 ta 50 miles. At
Caberfae Ski orea near Cadillac, 1

* wait, 34 miles; Udall.Hill, 4 miles
west of Wellston off M-55, 1, trail,
15 miles; just west of Big Rapids
Icheck with chamber of commercel,
Big Ropids Trail, 36.miles long.

63 HURON NATIONAL FOREST-—Silver
Valley Inegr Tawas), 6 Iraifs which
vary in length from,3 te 35 mifex.
Goldon Creek Campground fodia-
cent 1o Siiver Valley wailsl, 13-
mile-long tralts

"SHORE-TO-SHORE TRAIL

64 ACROSS MICHIGAN TRAIL. Most of
Michigan's 230-mile-long, shore-

30 ALGONAC: Neor Algonoc. Trai:
Py eor Algonac: 11O &) INDIAN_ RIVER. Mardwood Stote S1' PRUDENVILLE AREA, Houghton Lok
. Forest: 2V, mi. W. of Indion Rver  State Forest: 2 mi, W. of Pruden
STATE FORESTS on M-68 1o Reams or Parks Road.  ville on M-55 then ¥ mi S. Teaik
31 BRULE ISLAND DAM, lron Range  Trail: 20 mi. 25 m
e poren bl i £ 91 S9! 42 WOLVERINE, Hordwood Stote 52 WEST HIGGINS LAKE, Houghton
Moy Rd. ¥ i S oo Co. Rd.  Forest: 2 mi. W.ond % mi.§ of  lake State Forest: %, mi. W. on Co.
T pamt ™S - * Wolverine 1o Peet Rd. Trail: 19 mi.  Rd. 104 of US-27. Trail: 18 mi.
* 32 STAGER, lron Range State Forest: 43 ELK COUNTRY, Pigeon River Siate 53 OGEMAW HILLS, Ogemaw State
6 mi. 5. ofCrystal, Folls o US. Forest: 13 mi, E..of Gaylord on  Forest: 3 mi: E. of St. Helen on
.2 mi, S.E. on Co. Rd. Trail: & M-32 to Gingell Rd., N. 4 mi. ond Beaver Lake Rd. Trail: 13 mi.

33" SAND PLAINS, Michigamme State . 2 mi. 1o Johnson's Crossing. 54 SEVEN MILE HILL Oscodo State
Forest: 3 mi. 5. of Morquette on Co,  11ail: 32 mi Forest: 5% mi. W. of Oscodo on
Rd. 553 1o the Junction of Co. RA. 44 HAWK LAKE, lordan River Stare  River Rd., 2 m
480. Frail: 17 mi, Forest: 6 mi. E. of Moncelora on  Rd-, 1 mi. W. Trail: 2

® FRE UNE. (oke Superior State  Manisiee River Rd. 1o Crooked Lake 55 LINCOLN HIUS. Pere Marquette
Forest: 2) mi. N. of Newberry on  Rd. Trail: 14 mi. e Foret: |
M7 . . 7. il win on M-37,

4517 and Co. Rd. 407.-Tralli 45 GEISIE RIVER. Bersie River Stare it 00 WO, It B o) Kode
g Forest: 7 mi. N. of Thompsonville
35 HIGH ROLLWAYS, Monistique River  and 1Y mi. . Trail: 30 mi 56 TIN CUP, Pere Marquette Stote
- State Forest: 10 mi. N. ond 1 mi. Forest: 1 mi. W. of Luther. Trail.
B e e ;46 BOARDMAN VALLEY, Kalkatka and 75 ;.
o o wique on Co. Rd. 448, e Loke State Forests: Start ot
Trail: mi. cities of Kalkoska, Fife Lake or 57 UTTLE MANISTEE RIVER, Pere Mor-

36 SEUL CHOIX POINT, Monistique  mayfietd. Trail: 64 mi. quetto State Forest: 4% mi. N
River State Forest: 4% mi. SE. of Baldwin on M-37, Y
Gulliver on Co. Rd. P32, 17, 47 SKYUNE, AuScble State ‘°7'"" ; Dobry Rd. Trail: 45 mi

. S on Co. 2d. PA3I. Trail 110 mi i S of Gravling aMoT2 ol cg o1 suece RANCH, Chippewa Biver

37 BIG KNOB, Mackinac State Forest: A% mi- i - Stote Forest; | mi. N, and 3 mi.

7% mi. W. of Noubinway on US-2. g :
Teail: 17 mi. 48 GRAYLING-LOVELLS, AuSable State: 18 m
. Forests 2 mi. N.E. of Grayling on .

38 CHERRY RIDGE, Menominee Siate ! 59 MOLASSAS RIVER,
Forest: 4 mi. W. of Cedar River on  Oid US-27. Trail: 45 mi. River Stote Forest. 7 mi. E, of Glad-
Co. Rd. 352, then 2%, mi. S. on 49 MUSKRAT LAKE, Oscoda State  win on M-81. Trail: 24 mi.
Jim Town Rd. Trai; & mi. Forest: 5 mi. N. of Mio on M-33 1o NATIONAL FORESTS

39 FOREST ISLAND, Bay de Noc State  Co. Rd. 608, then 4t mi. W. ond oo
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Forest: on Co. Rd. 535, Rumi. N.W.
from M:35 or 8%, mi. SE from
Bark River and US-2. Troil: 20 mi.
CHEBOYGAN - BLACK MOUNTAIN,
Black Lake State Forest: 3Y; X
of Chebaygan on,US-23,
highway. Trail: 45 mi.

1 mi. N, Teail: 19 mi,

STRATFORD-GRASS LAKE, Houghton ~

" & Kolkaska State Forests:
Roscommon Rd.. exit W. off US-27
to Military Rd., 1% m
Fletcher Rd., W. 9 mi.
town Rd., 3

OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST—tn-
formation an 125 miles of marked
frails can be obrained a1 the Super-
visor's office in lsonwood or_any
of the following Ranger District
offices; Bessemer, Berglond, Iron
River, Kenton, Ontonagon ~and
Watersmeet.

fo-thore teail which strelches from
. Eost Towas on Loke Huron to Em-
pire on lnk:')mchigan is open to
snowmobilers. This marked rail
has numejous entronces and exits
Sallowing lusers to cover, shost
stretches. Information may be ab.
tained by contacting the Michigan
Department pf Natural Resources,
Forestry Division. Stevens T. Mason
Bldg., Lonsing, Mich., 48926: .
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