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Sorrows Battles St.

1By BOB McCLELLAN
{ v
When a footbal)

coach is
* corlfronted with an rtant
game, he's normafly cop-

cerned about the other
It's different tnig week

;vl;ljcfob‘ l;elly, second-year
0; at Farmingt,

Lady of Sorrows. glon Our
Kelly's worried about pis

OWn boys — 18 of them to be

exact who've been sick with
e flu.

North

téam.

What a football season this
as been for North Farming-
ton High, ¢ -

Champs of the Northwest
Suburban League. . -highly
ranked in all of the Class A
polls — the Free Press, the
News, the  Associated Press
and the United Press.

No. 1 in Observerland, too.

There's been so much for

" Coach Ron Holland to 'be

‘season when the Raiders

proud of. . .and he's the first
to admit he’s so proud of
what his charges have ac-
complished. :
s e

WHEN IT’S ALL over,
after next Saturday's colli-
sion with cross-town rival
Farmington, Holland says
what he'll probably remem-

. bﬂi\mwt about his 1970 team
woh'l

t have to do with the
hway his athletes played foot-
all.

It, was ‘midway during the

were rocked by a tragic acci-
dent. Gregory Bobenage, one
of their specialty team
————P2Cially team
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“But I feel better today,”
he’ confided Friday. :‘Only
three of the boys are still out
and I expect they’ll be back
by game time.” * )

Game time in this case is
2:30 p.m. Sunday at Center
Line's Memorial Field
against Center Line St. Clem-
ents, also an unbeaten Class
C powerhouse.

The experts match the
teams so evenly, in fact, that
St. Clements is ranked fourth

In the state in Class C and
Sorrows sixth in prep grid
polls.

T e .

BOTH TEAMS are unde-
feated and untied in seven
games and the victor in Sun-
day’s clash earns the right to
fight it out for the champion-
ship of the Catholic League
Second Division.

Kelly indicated he was re-
lieved Friday aboyt the im-
Proving condition ‘of his ail-

. 1
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ing players, but he also re-
vealed he's still got some
Teason to sweat.

The bays siill in poor shape
Friday were Jim Hart, aiter-
nating first string signal-
caller and valuable flanker;
Chrls Centers, rangy ‘defen-
sive specialist at end, and
Dave Urbain, 215 pound sen-
for tackle who goes a long
way to making Sorrows one
of the best small-school. de-
fensive teams in the state. "

Expected Good
Team--And Its Has One

members, was killed in a
motoreyele accident.

*'Greg’s loss was a blow to
us."” Jolland says. “‘He was
more than a fine player and
addition to our team. He was
quite a kid and so well-liked
by everybody, his team-
mates included.

“What made me so proud
was that in 2 tragic moment
like that, our players be-
haved so well. They acted
like young men. . .and some-
how one bad to feel that the
lessons they learned from
playing on sports teams had
paid bigger dividends in the
more important roles each

.must play in life itself."”

As for the ‘70 Raiders in
football, Holland isn't saying
yet whether they form the
greatest team he's put to-

gether at North Farmington.” :

And he has had some dan-
dies.
S “Let's wait until we get
through with the game
against Farmington. Then we
can sit down and really eval-
uate this team with the oth-
ers,” says Holland.
AP

BASED ON WHAT he has
to say, the current team

51
vears

experience means bigger sav-
ings and batter quality materi-
als and craftsmanship for il
“your
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must rate one-two or maybe
even No. 3 on his list.

"“The big thing is that we
have fine players for every
Position,” says Holland.
“We're strong at each slot,

.and that goes on defense as

well as offense.

““We have quickness to go
along with that strength.

“The kids are smart. They
adjust quickly. They prepare
well for the assignment
ahead, especially when it
comes to defense where we
work harder than with the
offenge:”

In winning their first seven
games, the Raiders averaged
38 points while giving up onty
4% to the opposition. .

Yet, the Raiders have suc-
ceeded with the smallest
squad in North Farmington’s
history. There have been
only 30 out most the time and
injuries in recent weeks have
cut the team to 28.

“I've always liked to pla-
toon, but with so few, we
have mostly two-way play-
ers on this year's team,”
said Holland.

e e

HOLLAND HAD FIG-
URED his 1969 team would
be a great one, but injuries
hurt and resulted in the team
losing -two while winning
seven.

The big blow in '69 was the
injury that sidelined back
Mike Gow.

Gow came back this year,
and “'maybe that’s the differ-
ence.in the two teams,” ac-
cording to Holland. Gow .is

N

one of the state’s great prep
backs.

“Most of the boys still
have colds,” Kelly revealed,
“and they're real weak be-
cause. they've missed prac-
tice and running.”

Kelly isn't ready to throw

hard-hitting, fast-moving
ground attack. 1

“The boy we've got to
watch is St. Clements’ Tim
Sagert,” Kelly declares.
“He's a halfbatk who runs

in the towel, however: not by the 100 in 10.6.

a long shot. . ' .
He’s he's gota N . Kelly has

tremendous defense and he's SOme horses .of his own to

confident the Sorrows run-
ning and passing game will
move against St. Clements,
which relies basically on its

trot out.

In Hart and Mark Thibo-
deau, Kelly probably has the
best pair of field generals of

an)
" state

Clements For Title Beith-

y Class C school in the
e.

e e
HART STARTED the first
two games of the season at

quarterback but Thibodeau *

has made the competition so
tough, that Kelly now alter-
nates both of them at the pos-
ition and throws Hart in as a
receiver when Thibodeau's
calling plays.

And it has paid off.

Hart has clicked on 18 of 36

Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc Minard

With his boss, Gov. Wil-
liam Milliken, back in the top
seat in Lansing, one wonders
if Racing C ioner L

individuals closé to the pic-
ture, is that the' MHHA sug-
gested the following dates in
8 Y

£0
“He can break loose from Shifley will get down to the

any place on the field and run  2USiness of alloting dates for

for touchdowns,” says Hol-
land. **And, what a defensive
player he is at secondary.
He's tremendous at bottling
up foes who try to pass.”
Quarterback Drew Mahalic
is powerful both as a runner
and passer. -

Rick Fuelling is a sturdy

runner. So is Gow’s younger
brother, Craig, who has de-
veloped into a fine ball han.
dler. .

Mike Collar, who rounds
out the backfield is primarily
a pass receiver.

Up front, center Brian
Smith, the captain, is flanked
by Paul Bouza and Matt
Conklin at the guards.
Gordon Rpach” and Eric
Chisholm are the tackles with
Jim White and Rick Herpich
the ends. -

And dob’t overlook John
Combes, who ‘“does every-
thing for us,” 'says Holland.
Combes is the Ne. 2 quarter-
back, plays defense, kicks
and @ lot of other things,

Mark Daunbenmeyer is
one of the few who goes only
one way on the team.

Next Saturday's battle
with Farmington will mark
the 10th in the series. North
Farmington has a 7-1-% re-
cord, including victories the
last three years.

Farmington's only win
came in 1966. )

Plymouth Back
Wins Praise

While admitting that there
is many a slip between the
cup and the lip football

|
coaches at the University of

Michigan are certain that
Bob Thornblah, former hard
plunging back at Plymouth
High, is headed for stardom.

“We were ‘high’ on him
from the start,” Freshman
Coach Tirrel Burton said,
“but after seeing him score
four toychdowns against the
Michigan State freshmen last
week, we're more confident
than ever that he’s a star of
the future.”

L

THORNBLAH IS ONE of a
half dozen former high school
stars from the Observerland
area causing the Wolverine
coaches to sit up and take
notice, *

The others: Jon Cederberg,
former Plymouth quarter-
back; Dave Brandon, a de-
fensive back from South.
Lyon; Art Fediuck, a defen-
sive back from Livonia who
starred at Dearborn Divine
Child; Craig Mutch, the all
around star from Thurston;
and Dick Mussehl, a defen-
sive end from Belleville.

All six are being counted
upon as regulars on the var-
sity squad within the next
year or two.

Running down the list
Coach Burton pointed out
that he has seen them in only
one game, but has watched
them in scrimmage against
the varsity.

Here i3 how he evaluates
them:

Cederberg is a_very good

athlete, filled with ambition
and a hard worker, But he's
bucking three other good
quarterbacks in Tom Slade,
of Saginaw: Kevin Casey. of
Grand Rapids Catholic Cen-
tral: and Greg Koss, of Cuy-
ahoga Fails, 0.

“Therublah has everything
— size, weight, power and
great desire. He played ia
great gare against Michigan
State. | ;

“Fediuck, another sizeable
fellow — 62", weighing 208,
has shown considerable abil-
ity as a defensive back and
end. But 'we're thinking of
converting him into a tight
end. He could do it. |

“‘Craig Mutch, who starred

the 1971 racing season.

Shirley doesn't have to
announce the thoroughbred
dates until Dec. 1 and the
harness until mid-December,
but now that he knows The
Boss has been returned there
is a chance that he'll get
aroundto the matter within
the next week or so.

There is a persistent rumor
in the barn area at Northville
Downs that the Commis-
sloner is considering length-
ening the current campaign
to the end of the year.

Leon Slavin, Jackson Race-
way president who has
charge of the Jackson-at-
Northville meeting, disclaims
any knowledge. He does ad-
mit that he has talked to the
commissioner recently.

And that could mean abso-
lutely nothing since Shirley
has been talking to the man-
agement of all tracks about
1971 dates.

He has called a meeting
next week with the harness
track executives to discuss
dates.

There is considerable con-
jecture that he has some

rthoughts of awardiig North-
ville Downs early and late
dates with Hazel Park and
Wolverine going back-to-back
most of the summer.
e e e
’

/
ONE WONDERS what
Shirley thought of the dates
suggested in a recen{ c
munication from the Micl
gan Harness Horsemen's
Association.
Our information, picked up
from taiking with various

to the
commissiondr. To say the
least. they are a bit shocking.

NORTHVILLE -, Jan, 9
April 17, 85 nights. Nov. 10~
Jan. 7. 51 nights,

JACKSON - April 15-July
%, 84 nights. .

HAZEL PARK,- April 19-
July 26. 85 nights.”

WOLVERINE - Aug. 4
Nov. 9, 84 nights.

bjections were immedi-
ately raised by Slavin and
Jofin Carlo, executive man-
agdy of Northville' Downs.

“No way will we accept 84
nights during the 'summer in
Jackson,” said Slavin. “We
don't believe the area could
stand more than 50 nights at
one meeting and there is con-
siderable question in our
minds that we could go in the
spring and summer against
Hazel Park.” _

Evidently the |thought of
the MHHA is to provide
more racing dates for owners
who have cheaper stock and
have dlflicultyl
stalls at the D
plants.

Carlo was even more em-
phatic against \any such
dates. I

“Sure we have the only
plant in the metropotitan
area capable of holding races
during the summer or win-
ter.” he said. ““but there's a
great difference in the at-
tendance and mutuel handle
in the wintertime than in the
summer. It appears to us
that we would have a total of

receiving
¢ troit area

. 136 nights and still not realize

any more than with 60 nights
in late spring and early
summer.”

Both have sound objec-
tions.

Falcons Eye Sta“te
X-Country Honors

All that stood between
Farmington High's cross
country team and its great-
est season ever was the state
meet at Ypsilanti Saturday.

The Falcons, winners of
league and regional honors,
were considered among the
top teams in the Class A
meet being run over the
Washtenaw Country Club.

They had plenty of com-
pany from Observerland.

BROTHER RICE and

at Thurston and came to us Bishop Borgess also won re-
with a good record as an all gional titles to give the area
around player, is a running its strongest 1-2-3-punch ever
back, but we are planning to in the state harrier champi-
use him asja linebacker. | onships. .
“As a running back. he iti e

could be used only about orie I“,a"‘,"y,",’!a seera) of the
third of the time. Whereas a5 2f2'S individual o Gord

a linebacker he could be'key bY Don Anderson of Garden

timed in 10 minutes, 10 sec- A

onds.

The next three pches also
wenl to Farmingtonirdnners -
- Kim Jaske. Al Federaw and
Jim Nuttalla. John Sutterlein
of Harrison was eighth to
break the Falcon's monopoly.

o pledge;’

LOWER,
PRICES

REDFORD CASHWAY

LUMBER COMPANY
11970 Farmington Road

| 261-5110

But the fact remains that
Commissioner Shirley is in a
position where he has to de-
cide what is best for the
state.

The average nightly handle
for Wolverine, Hazel Park
and Northville tells a story.
Hazel Park wound up with a
nightly average of $640.000,
Wolverine with $578,000 and
Northville with $368,000.

A

INCIDENTALLY, Com-
missioner Shirley became the
first racing boss in Michigan
history to support an lin-
crease in the parimutuel take ,
for the state's thoroughbred
tracks.

He announced Jast week
that he would support such a
move of a one per cent boost
in an effort to help the tracks
meet competition from a
night meeting in Windsor in
1971,

He took his stand after the
Ontario Racing Commission
allotted 42 nights to Windsog
Raceway.

Presently the take is 15 per
cent with the state receiving
eight and the track seven.

fc;r
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" however.
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1
passes for three TDs anﬂ[ six
conversion points. Thibodeat
has eompleted 15 of 33 aerials
for four TDs and six extra
points. In addition, the junior’
quarterback has run for four"
TDs and one extra point, ]y

Kelly's eyes gleam when't
they work together. o

Last week. for example!”
they clicked on a Thibodeau-
to-Hart pass good for !six
points in their victorious
Bame against then unbeaten
Ferndale St. James.

But the' real gunner in the
Sorrows backfield is halfhack
Dan Feiten, a junior who has
amassed 11 TDs and three
extra points. Feiten has av-
eraged 8.1 yards per carry
with his ability to kick off the
30-yard dash in five flat. i

‘Besides Urbain and Cen-
ters. Ross Bergeron. a 63,
19 pound tackle, and Pat
Van Dusen. a 160 pound tiger
of a middle linebacker, shore
up Sorrows’ fine defensive
line. *

KELLY HAS found one
great bright spot 1o’ lighte:
what otherwise have 'been
few gloomy days for him,

o 3

Co-captain Don Blouin, of.
fensive end, has returned
the grid wars after bei
sidelined for the last fi
games with an injury.

Blouin. a defense lineback-
er. will make Sorrows even
stronger on defense. 1

Kelly doesn't come right
out and say it, but St. Clem-
ents may be the sickest team
on the field after they clash
with Sorrows Sunday after-
noon.

Fm S

WINTER'S
COMING!
i

2\

Have a warm. comforta-
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man in the defense. We are City West and Dennis Kurtis

counting a great deal on him. ©f Livonia Churchill. quali-

“But it is Thornbladh we fied for the big meet at Ypsi-

are counting on, The way he
bit the line for short yardage
last week left little 10 be de.
sired and he’s bound to play
a great role at Michigan in
the years phead — barring
accident.” i

The coach’s evaluations
were echoed by Head Coach
Bo Schembechler and Don
Canham, Michigan athleti¢
director. i

“We always can use a man
Wwho can get us short yardage
atthegoalline.” ~ "1

Grand River
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lanti.
Farmington, coached by

Jerry Young, tuned up for

the state meet by winnigu;

Now, you can make your Porch or Breezewa
inter (»

awarm, livea

the over-all Dis-
trict title Wednesday with 15

points to North F:
59 and Farmington Harri-
son’s 67. .
Four of the Falcons came
down to the finish line to-
gether in a four-way dead-
heat. They were John Dono-
hue, Ken Hildebrandt. Mike
McGlothin and Nick Burton
as the quartet literally held
hands' together. Al were
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