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to focus on them and make the
changes harmonious and positive.

A committee of community lead-
ers Is in place to devise a cultural
awareness campaign.

At Farmington schools, informa-
tion is being gathered so educators
can better scrve a varlety of people,
develap an understanding of differ-
ent cultures and involve the commu-

nity.

““Qur goal this year Is to gather all
Kinds of research on multicultural is-
sues” although “at this point, no for-
mal plan has been put together,”
sald Mary Lou Ankele, assistant su-
perintendent for special services,
Her department oversees the dis-
trict's bilingual education program.

Emptoyees will spend thls schoot
year gatherlng data from a varlety
of federal reports and educatlonal
sources before maklng curriculum
recommendations to other adminis-
trators and the school board in 1988,
she said.

EDUCATION IN some speelfle
cultures, including Chaldean, Arabic
and a growlng Japancse populatlon
in the Farmington arca, s already
being eyed as an area of need, Ank-
ele added.

Although concerned  specifically
with the bilingual program, Ankele
is tooking at @ "larger picture,” in
which the community would become
an Important Ingredicnt In cultural
cducation.

design plans for tea

“You can't operate without the as-
sistance of those . . . surrounding
you," she said.

As community leaders strive for
harmaony and understanding among
ethnic groups, at least one educator
wants to be sure the varlety of cul-
tures 1s maintained. Haroune
Alameddine satd he does not feel
ethnlc groups should asslmilate to-
tally to the Amerlcan way of ilfe.

“¥e want them to keep thelr cul-
ture, to have the ‘b)ul. of bath cul-

ACCORDING TO informatlon
Alameddine gathered during  his
elght years in the billngual program,
there are more than 83 lapguages
spoken in the Farmington arca. This
need for adapting to thesc cultures is
showing ltself In the community.

“I’s & Small World After All" a
six-week alter-school class for 5-7-
year-olds is scheduled through
Farminglon's Community Educatlon
Department. The class |s held at
Highmeadow School and is designed

tures,” said A a-
tlve assistant for billngual educatios
for Farmington.

Alameddinc's staff works with
more than 350 families.of various
cthaie backgrounds. Staffers speak
and read in 18 different languages.

Cultural diversity zeroed in on
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ton and Farmington Hills Is chang-
Ing.

To find hard-fast data on how the
community has changed s difficult.
The latest group of statistics avail-
able that can provide a view on the
multicultural makeup of the commu-
nity s the 1980 census, NOw consid-
ercd outdated for such informatlon.

~There's very little that's done in
terms of tracking the characteristics
of people moving In and out of the
arca,” said David Hay, QOakland
County Planning Division. “There's a
shortage of data.”

According to Farmington Public
Schoals officials, however, 18 lan-
guages are spoken and written by
the bilingual staff, In a survey con-
ducted about eight ycars ago.
Haroune Alameddine, adminlstra-
tive assistant for the district's bilin-
gual education program, found that
63 languages are spoken in the com-
wmunity.

YET NEVER has the community's
changlng face drawn greater atten-
tion than earlier this year when tele-
vision cameras and reporters de-
scended on the Farmington area be-
cause of problems with teenagers on
Qrchard Lake Road.

Despite charges Jevied by teens of
various cthnic backgrounds, cultural
and rellgious differences were not
the sole source of the teen rowdyism
— resulting in numerous arrests —
atong the commercial strip, said
Farmington Hills Police Sgt. Charles
Nebus, a former juvenile officer ln-

volved In the Orchard Lake Road
crackdown.

The teen activities *‘were more
than ethnle,” he said, “We had some
of that. The majority of it wasnot.”

For all the notorlety, a pesitive
turn of events took place — aware-

ness.

“It made a lot of people aware
that thls is a large, multlcultural
community. A lot of people didn't
know that," Nebus sald,

As the community scurried {0
bring the tecn prablems under con-
trol, there remalned an ack-
nowledgement that chlldren — in
the schools and in the community —
and adults are faced with each oth-
crs' differences.

That awareness spawned a com-
mittee of representatives {rom the
schools, citles, police agencies,
youth assistance groups, chamber of
commerce, YMCA and cable televi-

sion.

THE FORMER Farmington Eth-
nic Forum spent much of its time
searching for ways to tout, rather

\ty's i

Dudley, a driving force behind the
fiest ethnic forum.

Collectively, the forum adopted o
misston statement, then disbanded.

to expand ledge about other
countries and cultures.

Such elementary-level programs
are conslstent with recommenda-
tlons made recently by a panel of
prominent educators and clvic lead
ers. The leaders are calling on
Amerlcan schools lo tcach more

ching ethnicity

Incvitabllity of change,” said the re-
kefoll

&

orld 10,

port, funded by the

| the Ford Foundatl
and the Exxon Education Founda-
ton.

n the past, most of the emphasis
on global [ssues was in the study of
forelgn languages, world history or
ecological izsues. That information
must expand, especially at the lower
grade Jevels, according to the report.

“We belleve . . . that more em-
phasis should be placed at the ¢le-
mentary school level. It Is among
young chitdren that curlosity Is
grealest,” it said.

At the clementary level, children
should examine “a variely of cul-
tures, present and past, at home and
abroad,” the report sald. In second-
ary school, they should study, in-

about other cultures and world ls- depth, “at least two other cultures,

sues, fally In the v luding a non-European culture, In

grades, addition to that of the United
The 19-member Study Commis.  States.”

sion on Global Education, chalred by

former Universly of California THE REPORT recommends

president Clark Kerr, urges that
standard courses [n Amerlcan
schools, from history and geography
to blology-and pnyslcls, be “infused

The 50.word statement, intended to
“raise the ity's '
ness about the variety of cullures
and traditions in our neighbarhoods,”
now Is providing a springboard for a
new committee. .

The stlll nameless new group, with
11 members so far, Is devoted to
fostering cultural, racial and ethnle

ding as the
area contlnucs to grow.

Though some of lts members are
representatives of the citics of
Farmington and Farmington Hiils
and the Farmington Publle Schools,
it Is not government altillated. To
ensure that the drlving force remain
In residents’ hands, members elected
Farmington Hills resident Dorls
Banks as interim chalrwoman at the
organizational meeting In Septem-
ber.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS, who
maintained they had not been vie-

than hide, the
1tural makeup. F
from representatives of the Anti-
Defamation League, the Federatlon
of Islamic Assoclation and the
American Arab and Jewish Friends
were part of the manthly agendas.
But forum members flnally
agreed that a committee with gov-
ernment affiliatlons was not needcd.
“A government organlzation ls not
what this community nceds, It needs
a people organization,” said Farm-
Ington Hills councllwoman_Joan

ms of p:
~believe the need for the committee s
primarily education and as a means
to prevent problems as the commu-
nity increases its cultural mix.

“This group can relnforce that
people arc peaple,”* said member
Amit Ghosh.

And as Lt. Richard Murphy of the
Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment sald: “The key is education —
(o educate people now so we don't
face those (prejudlce and discrimis
natien) problems later.”
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U.S. Secretary of State George
Shultz praised the Idea of reaching
people on global fssues when they
are young. He said the world econo-
my “is radically different from what
it was 20 or 30 years ago. People are
j‘u!l beglnning lo wake up to that

acl”

SCHOOLS MUST prepare children
to participate In informed debate on
|ssues crossing natlonal boundaries,
the comm.‘sslon satd. In addition, our
American communitics are becom-
ing more cultural “melting pots,”
which require more understanding
and knowledge In order to co-exist.

“We . . . are potentially defense-
less on this earth unless global, as
well as domestle, problems are han.
dled in a way that fuses aspirations
for peace and security, with the
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schools glve more attention to how
the world's physieal, biological, ece-
nomic, political and infermational

the diversity of cultures; and to anas
lyze domestlc and international poll-
cy Issues.

Learning cultural awarencss lor|
cconomic reasons Is key, according}ed
to Davld Edwards, a Washington,}
D.C-hased lobbiest and head of the
Joint National Committee for Lan-
B

systems are Interrelated; to the desy ¥y
of w 3 3‘

uage.

“Competltiveness in the Z1st con- §t

tury will depend on the . . . global g
global under 5

Edwards said.

He sald where educators used the §
Soviet taunching of Sputntk as their
rallylng polnt years ago, they must
change gears and move ahead witha §
technologically advancing society.

“Ths issue is not Sputnik, but Toy-
ota," he added. :

- Edwards also calls on teachers to
obtaln better knowlcdge of cultural
issucs, “We need some teachers who
arc globally aware as well as
skilled,” he said.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.
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