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Updating old design formulas for '80s

LL THAT NOISE n the interi-
or design studio is the
sound of molds hreaking.
The old farmulas for per-

fect rooms are being tossed out as
designers experiment with new com.
binations of furnishings and colors.

Design professic re respond.
ing to 2 new brev hamie uwous.
While possibly Just as house-proud as
their parents. they're impatient with
decarating rules and they're ready to
mix-and-match styles and periods to
achieve o thoroughly individual look,
Which is why designers have turned
a fresh eye on some classic decorat.
ing st

The traditional roon gains much
of its time-honored stateliness from
an attention to balanced arrange.
ment, Facing love scats, for exam-
ple. are accapansed by mirror-im-
age end tables and kamps. Or maich-
ing b will sconces serve as a
{raming device on cither side of a
fireplace

Often too, ene wilk find beneath
well-crafted cabriole legs the bold
blues and ruds of & symmetrically
patterned Persian carpet. Save for
the swish of sk curtains and the
ticking of antique timepieces, here in
ic traditional room, all is

TOO QUIET, THINK some de-
signers, who see the look as long on
dignity. but short on welcome. An-
tiques can be intimidating, they say.
Also, today, pedigreed furniture ean

pet, replacing it with a more causual
rug At the same Wne. uphol-
stered prec swiddled 1n loose-
fitung white canvas slipeavers (they
are meant 10 took a liwle rumpled)
Sl lending their luster to he
traditiona) loak of the ‘B0s arc rich
background colors, such as forest
1. teal blue afd Chinese red
y find these
s foil for a
of conternpo-

singulariy bright pi
rary mcetak sculptore,

The updated idea for the tradition-
al look is to blend a few period prec-
es of excellent quality -~ an anuiquit
armoire, perhaps. of an heirloom
writing « within a neatly bal-
anced setting, and sl make room
for supplie

CONTEMPORARY design adways
as admired uncluttered surface
nd Iots of empty spaces belween
ned furmishings. This is the
munimalist spirit thut underlies the
classic look. “Sleek,” some have
called it. “Cold™ uad “uncomfort-
able,” say the crities.

Now there comes i weleame infu-
sion af color and warmth tu conters-
parary design, as well as o rounding
off of usually hard, geometric cdges

Updated for the "ROs, contempo-
rary rooms now offer reai places 1o
sit. such as a 19th century armcharr,
with its wood frame stripped and
pickled, the upholstery eovered in
silk of white, pale gray or the

agine the surprise of &

be imp v expensive.

That's the reason for the innova-
tive spirit that design professionals
now bring to the traditional look. In-
stead of the seriousness one expects
in a muscum, one now finds a occa-
siona) touch of whimsy - tiger-stripe
patterns, fur example, painted an the
proper frames of & Regeney-style
chair.

And solidly constructed, but less
than-distinguished, {urniture  gets
new attention: A reproduction fau-
tewil (French armchair) can be
dressed up in a snappy contempo-
rary plaid.

The overall formal feeling of @
traditiona) room often is lightened
by simply removing the Persian car-

F!

% sofa, its curving outline

covered inthe plainest off-white ci

These pared-down upholiered

seating pieces look completely
th international style clas.

sics - Wassily
square-topped glass coffee table.
And, today, the [furniture will
perch atop somuthing othe i
gray Industrial carpeting - blea
pine floarboards. perhaps, or a soft
kitim or dhurrie rug.
What's gone is the glitz. what's
is the hint of warming colors
white walls

ne
Vast expanses of pla
still are the favered kground for
the cantemporary look, but wateh
for the sculptural splash of bright
green apples massed in a glass bowl,

Design professionals
are responding lo a8
new breed of home
owner. While possibly
just as house-proud as
their parents, they're
impatient with
decorating rules and
they're ready to mix
and match styles and
periods to achieve a
thoroughly individual
look.

THE SEDUCTIVE charm ot the
country 3
camfortable scating picces. Ove
staffed sofias are sprinkled with pil-
lows., and cushy club chars afe
paired with ottamans, They all invite
the visitor 10 sink Into a downay em-
brace.

“Phis sense of mad-Victorian overa-
bundunce continues in a wealth of
garden colors (pinks. blu $).
repeated  in needlepoint - carpe
flounced table skirts and slipeovers.
And the colors come in i sometimes
dizzying array of {abric patterns -
cabbage-rose  chintz, coral-ribbon
chintz. striped hnen and plaid taffes
a

At its best, country-look combina-
tins seem artless, as 1f 1t al) just
grew tagether. in lay
t1on borrowing from another

‘This generation, though. 18 calhng
for a biv of rehiel from the deter-
mined clutter so popular just a few
years ago. In the demanding, bt
‘gos. designers are packing a’
some of the overflow of Orie
drawings and majolica knickknacks
that threatencd te fitl every inch of
shelf and tabletop.

Simple, down-home catnfort - the
country jook’s reason for being -
now seeks a subtle restraint in ace
cossorizing. A simple brass floor
Tamp works just as well as

5§
nd costs

Reborn

Colonial now contemporary

By Morio McGee
statt writer

children had grown and
moved away and the three-
4 Spanish

IT WAS THE classic ease: the
tyle coloni-

ment that now suits your needs at
this point in time,

THAT'S THE STORY behind the
now-contemporary, two-stary home
on in West Bloomfield that once

bled many of the ather coloni-

al suddenly got l'oo large. The need
to provide space for rambunctious
teens was no longer a priority.

They found, too, that their taste in
home furnishings had changed. The
traditional — and sometimes clut-
tery — “eountry” feeling that had
surrounded them for so many years
no longer suited their lifestyle.

Then, too, there was a need to dis-
play some of the art they were be-
ginning to collect now that they bad
time to travel, A lot of the art was
glass picces that necded to be show-
cased,

1t was clearly time to make a
move. A condominium looked ap-
pealing. But what about all the
memories? How do you move those?
ow do you give up A gorgeous back-
yard of trees you planted? Or a tree-
lincd nelghborhood where friendit-
ness was a byword?

The answer is you don't. Instead of
moving, you call in an architeet and
re-create the kind of living arrange

als in the neighborhond. Only the ad-
dress and a ficldstone fireplace re-
main the same — everything else
has been changed.

The downstairs was completely
gutted. All of the dark woad, for in-
stance, associated with Spanish-style
colonials was removed. Three bed-
rnoms became two — one a tnaster
buedroom with its own elegant mas-
1er bath, The other a guest room.

One of the biggest changes per-

Please turn to Paga 4

A strong accent piece in the dining room is a custom-designed

table that seats

10 made of Paradiso marble in shades of

taupe, beige and brown atop black lacquered bases, The chair
{rames are black lacquer, with the seating fabric in beige.

Only the ficldstone llrupln‘::e
d in the

remained un-
Dark bannie~- spokes,

LAURA CASTLE/&talt photographes

ters were replaced with oak with clear lucite

HUDSOQN DESIGN STUDIO PHOTO

yibran® colors of gold, tangerine, coral, mint
green and teal blues, By Hudson's Interior De-
sign Studic designers Susan Zinger, Mario
Kocaj and Gloria Brown Ellis.

Comty

but not cluttered, this family room of-
fers an eclectic country French leeling with
t he

upbeat Yy app
room is beautiful as well as practical, with its
fine play on textures and patterns all in rich,

ers, une generis

far less tham a painted milk can
wired for hght and topped with a
fussy shade.

Best of all. this new design
temperance makes way {aesthetical
Iy and econotnically) for one or two
prinutive wood preces o the newest
trend 1o the country-look {rontier.

TARING THEIR fanciful euc
from the postmodern architects.
o

oughiy thought out -~ right down t0
the scrubbed, bare floors. which, 10
hide defects. may be faux-painted to
resemble marble or tile

For the postmodern, youthful
cconomy has gone upscale. That
means an investment in stainless
steel metro shelving, rather than
making do with cinder-block and
wood-plank bookeases. And the
youthful innovaters have by ussed

young, sophis strive
for an ever-changing. always “new”

fads (out with last year's
{reestanding columns) to concen-
trate on fundamentals

terrunean colors - hot pink. aqua.
tangerine -+ und i wild, lush fabrics
An old meta) porch glider, for exam-
1s revamped with a coat of sun-
; vellow paint; its cusions are cov-
ered i a large tropical print.

Pulled up to this postmodern’s
“sofa” are a par of metal lawn
chairs, painted bright green to pick
up, the color of palm fronds in the
cushion fabric. A coffee table may
be a stainless sieel two-shelf push-
cart from a restaurant supply house,
ot a galvanized 1in washiub, over.

Jook that is on the cutting edge of
design. There's a certain “undecorat-
ed” feeling to these sophisticated
rooms. but they're really quite thor-

Bargain basement furniture is the turned and lopped with a round of
penny-wise thing of the moment. and

it comes dressed up in vibrant Medi- Please turn to Page 11

ADDITIONAL SEATING

Fall invites so many
opportunities to entertain...and
with them comes a need for
attractive seating. Allow
our interior experts to show
you our selection of solid
maple folding Stakmore chairs.
Fruitwood or cherry finish.
Fabric seats. $49-879.

Jacobson's

Furniture Gallery

Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




