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Owners
defend
actions

Owners of the Burger King east
of downtown Farmington say they
have negotiated various concerns
with theig ht

By Casoy Hans
statl writer

An old battte has heated up be-
tween two new River Glen Condomt-
nium residents, and those known for
heir flame-broiled burgers.

Conrad and Jane Beger sald last
week they are tired of excess gar-
bage on the ground. and obscene lan-
guage and smoke wafting into their
bedreom from the Burger King res-
taurant on Grand River just cast of
downtown.

Burger King owners say the prob-
jems are not excesslve, and they are
working coeperatively with the con-

since buying the franchise In 1984,

William Schonsheck and Charles
Williams invested $400,000 in site,
building and equipment lmprove-
ments, including an air filtering
system shortly after the purchase,
they said.

They also agreed to the following
after negotating with River Glen
Condomlniums residents, who live
10 the rear of the restaurant:

@ reduced late night hours,

® keeping declbel readings)
within city requirements,

© policing behind the wall dailyl
for trash that had fallen from
dumpsters,

« planting 10-foot evergreens 10|
block the neighborhood view. Wi
liams said plantings are currently
under way.

OTHER PROBLEMS were ad-
dressed during the past several
years, including changing the trash
removal and bun delivery times to]
the daytlme. Variations In the|
drive-through speaker, which faces
the cendos to the rear, were aiso
studied and corrected.
 The restaurant owners also
iocked an entrance through a fence
to the adjoining shopplng center
because

to allevlate
them. They have talked with the
Begers, and say the complaints they
could contral are being handled.

.

THE BEGERS appeared before
the Farmington City Councll to com-
plaln about the neighbering restau-
rant, which faces Grand River and
abuts the condominium complex in
the rear.

Although Conrad Beger presented
a petitlon to the councit that he sald
contalned 32 restdent signatures, the
number of signatures or the date he
obtained them could not be verified;
Beger did not leave the petition with
the city clerk.”

“Noxlous fumes, noise and ob-
scene language" come through the
Begers' bedroom window nightly.
Conrad Beger said, and garbage
overflow Is constantly coming over
the brick wall, which scparates the

1

River Glen Condos border this

A recent letter from MeLellan
said he would take action and coun-
¢il members sald they wanted 10
give him that time.

The Begers spoke during the pub-

r fromther area,

¥ don't (hlnk as residents of
Farmington, we should have to put
up with this,” Beger sald, "This Is an
an-going problem that, to this date,
has not been reselved.”

The Begers havg lived in thelr unlt
since May; Janc Beger's parents
lived there since the condominlum
was converted Irom apartments ap-

complained of trespassing by res-
taurant patrons, the owners said.
. “We maintain a position of

ixying 10 resolve any

p y 14 years ago, she said,

MAYOR WILLIAM Hartsock sug-
gested the couple continue to work

Jeamnplaint to malntain harmony,”

the owners saidina statement.

wlth belore
bringing the problem back to coun-
cil. “We've gone as far as we can go

TASTE’S

GREAT!
Every Monday

with the probl ** Hartsock added.

‘The Begers have already spoken
with county health department offi-
cials, federal clean air officials, lo-
cal managers, and have correspond-
od with the restaurant’s regional
manager, Ric McLellan,

lic portion of Monday's

council meeting: Since the Issue was
not on the agenda, no Burger King
representatives were advised so they
;auld speak on the restaurant’s be-
alf.

But co-owners  Willlam
Schonsheck and Charles Willlams
documented several changes made
at the restaurant since they pur-
chased it from the Burger King com-
pany in 1984 and spent $400,000 to
refurbish it

AFTER THE Begers' most recent
complaint ~— which involved teenag-
ors driving into the lot fate at night
and honking their ear horns — the
owners said they placed chains
across the driveway.

Nationally, the Burger King chain
advertises their restaurants tv be
open untll 4 am. The Farmingten
restaurant owners agreed, several

Burger King on Grand River to

years ago, to limit the local restau-
rant’s hours 10 midnlght weeknights
and 1 a.m. on Friday and Saturday
nights, which could account for cus-
tomer confuslon, the owners said.

“Anything reasonable we can do,
cven though it costs us moncy, we'll
do It,” Williams said, “We've tried 1o
maintain the spirit. We've always
been extremely responsive.”

On the issue of garbage: “'every-
day, somebody is cleaning up the
garbage that goes behind the wall,”
Willlams added.

BEGER CONTENDS the problem
is not solved. “The police recard has
a volumlnous record of my calls,” he
said. “The faults have to be correct-
ed." Beger complained that some of
the employees don't leave the res
taurant untll 3 2.m. on weckends af-
ter cleaning it.

Jane Beger called on the restau-
rant to “close at a decent hour, so
people can sleep. He (the manager)
says he wan't do It. I don't think the
man should be closed. He should just
run his business.”

tho north’

City manager Robert Deadman
said the Beger complaint Is not the
first since the restaurant opencd
many years ago. The franchise has
changed hands several times, and
was cventually taken over by the
Burger King company before belng
purchased by Williams and
Schonsheck.

“It’s been an on-going problem,”
Deadman said. He explained that
neighbars sued to prohibit the build-
ing of the restaurant years ago, and
lost. A drive-through with speaker
pox was allowed at the rear of the
restaurant in 1984 with volume re-
strictions. :

“They have a legal permit to do
what they're doing.” Deadman add-
od. “We have no right to close down
the business.”

FARMINGTON PUBLIC Safcly
Director Frank Lauhoff said his de-
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overflowing dumpsters can be dealt
with,” Deadman added.

The city manager also said he
didn't fee) any restaurateur could be
held responsible for oceurrences af-
ter hours. Deadman sald he would
call the county health department
for another review of the situation.

The condominium's manager, Del
Cornwell, said the Begers were not
speaking before council on behall of
the condominlum’s board of direc
tors, but they were aware he was
golng before council to speak.

#Some were glad he was going,
but he was not told to represent the
board,” Cornwell sald.

He sald the assoclatlon is working
with the restaurant owners (o allevi-
ate the current complaints, but be-
lleves some of the problems just
come with living behind a restau-

rant.
“With 2 fast food place next to

partment has responded te come
plalnts g clty or at
the Burger King. including noise and
garbage removal violatlons.
“Speeding and nolse can be dealt
with en an occurrence basis, and

some ¥ you're always
going.to have some arguments. This
is an on-going sltuation. It's yet to be
seen how well these (problems) are
handled.”
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THE DYNAMICS OF MOTION.

It begins slow, with easy stretches.

Muscles awaken, Movement buids.
Befare you know it, you're going full-tile
into Vic Tanny aerobics. Then the music
slows. As you cool down, senses are
heightened. Muscles are warking.

It's time to reward yourself wi
relaxing moments in the sauna and
steam room. Or an invigorating mas-
sage in the whirlpool. After a refreshing
plunge in the pool, you'll be ready to
take on the circuit training machines.
With each pull, push, and press your

muscles respond.

Now is the best time to make your
move. Join Vic Tanny now and get
42% off a Silver Charter Member-
ship. These are your final 4 days, s0

call Vic Tanny today.

42 % OFF

SILVER CHARTER
MEMBERSHIPS

FINAL 4 DA

Hurry..offer ends Sunday, October 4th!

HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB

Men...women, call now 5
- preview information-cente

ent Blvd:. G

doy, 9

our-on-site

T NOW:-349- 7470,

'Sg:urhni & Sunday, 10 a.m.-6

with some




