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entistry for pets

Fido’s bad breath can be key
to more than a social problem

By Mary Rodriquo
stati weiter

When the dog has breath that
could kill a moose or ke cat won't
eat. a scrious dental problem could
be the culprit, warns a Farmington
narian.

‘A dental probiem often acts as.a
Iyst for other possibly fatal

0. Kavanagh, one of a handfu) of
Michigan veterinarians who special-
izes in animal dentistry.

“Once an infection from a sore

@ Hard dry dog food is the best
food for dogs. The worst is canncd
dog food. cven worse than table
scraps, because of the tartar that ac-
cumulates on (eeth, he said.

® Bones and dog blscults aren't
good for dogs. Bones cause constipa-
tion and could cause choking, Dog
hiscuits do as much for a dog’s teeth
as a piece of checsecake does for
humans.

“A 15-pound dog eating a 32 calo-
rie dog biscult is similar to a 150
pound human cating a 320 calorie
piece of ke,” Kavanagh

tooth enlers your pet's bl N
1t has {ree access to all the organs In
heir body. including the heart, Kid-
and liver.”

Kavanagh, who operates Village
Animal Clinic in Farminglon and
Country Ridge Animal lospital in
Farmungton Hills, offers these tips to
pel awners.

said.

® A dog or a cat's tecth should be
brushed. Start with a wet cotton ball,
cventually working your wayuptod
saft toothbrush. Use baking powder
or pet toothpaste,

“'Dogs and cats over the age of &
should have their teeth checked once

The Observer & Eccentric News-
papers carries on its tradition of
publishing boliday greeting cards for
non-profit and non-political organ-
izations,

Yulecardswelcome
for fall publication

season s space permits. Informa.
tion pertalning to ordering cards will
appear with the photos of the cards
10 aid readers in making their selec-|

tion.

The annual special p for
the numerous charitable organiza-
tions that work year around in the
battle against diseases or social
problems will appear inall 120 & E
newspapers Thursday, Oct. 29.

Non-profit and non-political
groups are invited to submit five
copies of each card they will be sell-
ing. The newspaper reserves the
right to select ane sample for publl-
on 3 mare than one style of card
is submitted.

Every effort will be made to pub-
lish all cards received by Tuesday,
Oct. 20, Cards received later will be
published throughout the holtday

Those cards are re-
quested 10 include such information|
as price per box, number of cards

© box, price for imprinting and
deadline for imprinting, addresses|
and phone numbers for ordering.

The cards are to be mailed tol
Loraine McClish, Farmington Ob-
server, 33203 Grand River, Farm:
ington 48024,

‘The display of cards in several O)
& E offices s another tradition that|
will continue.

The greeting card dupllcates will
be mounted In display books for our]
readers 1o view at their leisure and|
select the card they want to order.

a year,” Kavanagh satd. “After age
10, (teeth) should be checked more
often. Tartar and perlodontal dis-
case Is present in over 30 percent of
(dogs and cats) over age 6 and In
over 50 percent of pets over age 10.”

Kavanagh uses ullrasound equip-
ment to check for lrregularities be
fow ‘the gum llne. Toath polishing
and flouride treatment is part of a
genural oral checkup and Is done un-
der anesthesta.

“Periodontal disease i a major

cause of aging In pets" he sald.
“Bacteria goes through the blood-
stream and can cause heart, liver or
kidney problems. It's rare to find
these (problems in) pets with narmal
teeth.”
Just like with humans, abcesses
and tartar buildup are common den-
tal problems found in animals. Root
canals and extractions are common
procedures.

Kavanagh displayed the X-ray of
one canine patlent sufferlng from a
large tooth imbedded in his skull,
puncturing the sinuses, The excruci-
ating pain made it Impassible far the
dog to eat, he said. Kavanagh dis-
played the culprit tooth, which he ex-
tracted, and reported the dog is
doing flne.

White gencral tooth care for pets
fs relatlvely inexpensive, the cost
can skyrocket with special proce-
dures.

Although pet health Insurance is
avallable through various organlza-
tlons, Kavanagh doesn't favor such
policies.

“Primarily when there is a third
party carrier, they need to make u
profit,” he said. “So they use gim-
micks — qualifiers and exclusions,
co-pays and limits. A premium sys-
tum is set up chargling frequent users
more money.

“If we're asked about insurance,
we tell the customer what's avail-
able. We haven't had a taker in two
years. It's really not a good benefit.
We don't fike to try to fool people
into thinking they're going to get

hing for nothing."
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Blue
ribbon
winners

Dolores Petachenko won 8
host of blue ribbona for her
china painting at Michigan
State Fair this year, ono of
them for her display of pen-
dants (above). The Danish-
styled contemporary tech-
nique used for the jewelry
as well as the wine decanter
ot laft is something new
she'll be offering visitors
during Farmington Commu-
nity Center's Arts and
Crafts Show Saturday, Oct.
17. The Farmington Hills
resident, a member of Mich-
igan Porcelain Artiats, joins
about 70 artisians for this
year's fall sale. Show hours
are from 10 a.m. to 5 pm, in
the center and on the
grounds, 24705 Farmington
Road, Admisaion is $1 at the
gate,
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homas H. Kavanagh, a veterinarian spe- his paticnts, an Irish sotter, at the Village An-

ing in animat ¥y one of imal Clinic in Farmington.
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’ Graat dimendions, grsat mawes. :
Lavi'e,® Arrow, Hoggar, Nike,
- Amold Paimer, Robort Brucs

and Campus. Suqdi_w‘liwm A
~ ond best selecticn ever in.
* " Men's Big 8 Tall. At Mocamb,
Farmington, Lakeside, Univers:
Livonia, Wﬂdvm‘d and Flint.
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