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Livonia board invited to basketball contest

NLY FIVE years have past, but pare themselves with other programs.
now it's Just a hollow memory. Newman's team s competing all right,
Blts and pleces, however, wlli

but can they really feel good about them.
stick my mind.

selves when Lhey walk off the floor after
There was Bentley's Kim Archer, battling belng pounded by 80, 80 or maybe 100 pelnts
two Salem defenders for position under-

by Plymouth Salem?
neath the basket, These teams used to go at ‘Those good Bentley teams of yesteryear
1t tooth and nail. it was a pleasure to watch. walked Into gyms with their heads held high.

The rivalry was real back then — Bentley Thelr coach, Tom Lang, could tell you
vs. Salem. For hlgh school girls basketball how much fun it was Lo compete — win or
*fans, It didn't get any better than this, lose. The girls enjoyed it.

Since Bentley has closed, the three re-
malning Livonia schools have flited the void
only as impostors, but don’t blame it on the
kids. The demlse of girls basketball in this
town doesn't rest with coaches, many of
whom have come and gone.

‘The rivalry between neighboring school
districts — Plymouth and Livonia — has be-
come a joke. One district sits in the pent~
:ouse. while the other wallows Ini the out-

ouse.
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freshman team get trounced 66-6 and his
Junior varsily teatm unable to score a single
basket by halftime.

It's obvlous that Newman's kids are not
athletically gifted, but glven the chance llke
thelr neighbors from Plymouth they could
compete in the basketball arena,

Newman and 1 frankly can't understand
why this district can proudly compare math
and reading scores with neighboring dls-
tricts but fall o do the same thing In the
ficld of athletics,

When Tuesday’s game ends, these seven
school board members should talk to New.
man, talk to his girls and talk to Salem
eoach Fred Themann,

Let's call it a time of exploration.

invitation to Joc Laura, Richard McKnight,
Marjorie Roach, Carol Strqm, Pat Tancill,
Pat Sari and Richard Thorderson,

They'll get to see Salem, one of the best
Class A programs In the state, agalnst
Churchill, one of the worst. Churchlll has
one win so far this scason agalnst Farming-
ton Harrlson, a team with an 0-94 record.

And the mighty Stevenson Spartans? Well,
they've already played Salem and the flna)
outcome was all too familiar, 74-23.

And what about Livonla's third crown
jewel, Franklin High? They've hit it blg this
year. Salem is not on its schedule. But Plym-
outh Canton was and the Patriots couldn’t
cone within 20 polnts of the Chiefs.

woods and Mercys, The fundamentals should
be avallable at an carlier age.

Newman can't see things getting any bete
ter as long as the school board, the people
we're Inviting to Tuesday night's game, con-
tinue to take a non-competltive approa ch.

What these people on the board have told
Newman indircetly is that middle school
sports is an evil. Competition for seventh
and eighth graders is harm!{ul. Those !or:mm
Uve years, say the schoal board
should be used as a “time for exploration.”
We all know this time can be explored In a
varlety of ways — hanglng out at Westland
Mall, skate boarding down the street or be-
coming an MTV addict.

LANG LAID off coaching for a year, He
missed it so he came back a year later, Un-
fortunately, Lang made it through only one
scason at Churchlll. He soon found out com-
peting agalnst the Salems and Cantons
wasn't (un anymore. He handed the reins

IT WAS only a few years ago that the  over to the capable Newman, who now at
. Ply Canton schools dmiddle  age 30, has become- totally disillusioned at
school sparts. The program was cventually  (his stage of his coaching career.

brought back, but some current varsity It's only right that members of the Livo-

teams are stiil fecling a backlash, Fliteen  nla school board come down Tuesday and

football players from Plymouth now wear  look Newman squarely In the eye. If the

the blue-ond-red uniform of Catholic Central  school board can spend six months dabating
whether gifted children should be bused they
can certainly spend one night at & girls bas-
ketbal) game.

But do they have the nerve to do it?

TIN NEWMAN, the new Churchill coach,
never dreamed he had It so bad. It was only
three years ago that Newman, coaching at
Frankiln, was voted Observerland Coach of
the Year,

Newman's Churchill kids work hard and
they never quit, but something is missing
when they step out on the floor against Sa-
lem or Canton,

These glrls are sorely lacking the funda.
mentals, the kind of training needed to sur-
vive agalnst the Salems, Cantons, Lady-

‘THE ONCE-proud rivalry between Bent-
ley and Salem has degencrated into some-
thing that is bard to explaln to outsiders,

On Tuesday, Livonia ‘school board mem-
bers may want to wheel over to Churchl I}
and take note. Yes, this is a Jong-standing

High.

Interscholastic sports should be an inte-
gral part of any school district's curriculum.
It glves kids a chance to compete and com-

NEWMAN, an energetic young coach, can
only find coaching basketball in hls district
frustrating, particularly after watching hls

Rocks avenge soccer loss

Salem soccer coach Ken Johnson
"put the whip to hls players Tucsday
and, lke a thoroughbred on the back
streich, they responded with a reju-
venating victory Wednesday.

After belng upset by Farmington
Harrison 2-1 Monday, the Rocks
bounced back and avenged that de-
feat, taking a 3-1 win from the
Hawks in a Western Lakes crossover

game, .

Johnson had planned o glve his

. charges the day off Tuesday but put
themn through a tough, two-hour
workout instead.

“T told them this was one game we
had to win,” Johnson sald, emphasiz-
Ing the fact the Rocks are In the
backstretch of their season with the
district tournament set to begin to-

day.

. “We had to show a B Divislon

_team we were a quality team. One
upset was OK, but two In a row
would have been terrible, We came
out fired up.”

- Salem's Gary Balconi scored his
team-leading 12th goal to glve the
Rocks a 1-0 halftime lead. Mike
Ulaszek's assist set up the scoring
appartunity. Balconi also has 12 as-
sists and Denny Reynolds cight
* goals.

The Rocks made It 2.0 when Jeff
:Gold scared off Ulaszek's deflected
_header. On a corner Kick, Ulaszek

knocked the ball out to the edge of
the penalty arca where Gold hit a
low, hard liner toward the goal.

The Hawks got on the scorcboard
when Craig Bailey nailed a penalty
kick. Salem goalle Dave O'Malley
was called for Interference when he
dave at Bailey’s feet in an attempt to
prevent a shot.

With two minutes left in the game,
{freshman Joe Tippman scored an in-
surance goal (and his first varsity
goal) off a pass from Pat Hayes,
Hayes sent the ball through, and
Tippman, who was just Inslde the
midileld line, caught up to the ball
going through on the run.

After Tippman beat the goal
keeper who came out to break his

momentum, he had a clear shot at
the goal, taking the ball right up to
the goalmouth before knocking it in.

Salem finished 7-2-2 in the league
and Is 11-3-2 overall. The Rocks play
the winner of Monday's Plymouth
Canton-Ann Arbor Pioncer game on
Wednesday at Centennlal Education-
at Park.

“A loss would have been devastat-
Ing, two losses 1o the same (cam, and
the team knew that,” Johnson sald.
"And the other team knew (hey
could beat us.”

had,” she said.

Canton coach Mlke Morgan satd
the game followed the pattern cone
sistent with other games in which
the Chicfs, 4-6-1 and 5-9-2, have had
plenty of opportunities but fewer
goals than the opponent.

“We showed a lot of courage,
heart and determination to make
{the tic) happen,” he sald.

Canton plays Ann Arbor Pioneer
in first-round district play at 7 pm.
today at CEP, and Morgan and Co.
are hopeful of a victory that would
sel up a rematch with

Johnson was very p y
toward the Hawks, who are 5-5-1 fn
the league and 8-5-2 overall. Haeri-
son has hopes of making a lengthy
tournament run in Class B.

“] told Harrison coach Glenn
Bruchan at Thursday’s league meet-
Ing *You guys can go all the way,'"
Johnson said. “I think they can after
the way they played us, and Stevea-
son only beat them 1-0."

CANTON 2, N. FARMINGTON 2:
The Raiders let a 2-0 halftime Jead
slip away as the Chleis made a sece
ond-half comeback Wednesday 1n an-
other WLAA crossover game.

Senlor captain Brett Wills scored
on a penalty kick, and Todd Menko,
with an asslst from Alastalr Rid-
dock, gave Narth its 20 lead on a
deflected corner kick.

The teams played 17 minutes of
the second half before Cantan avert-
ed a shutont with Kris Kilpelalnen's
goal. Steve Marshall got the tying
goal (wo minutes later at 25:00.
Marhsall and Kilpelainen assisted on
cach othet's goals,

North coach Cathy Cole, whose
team finished the regular season 2-7-
2 In the league and 4-7-2 overall, was
disappolnied in her team being une
able to hold the lead.

“That's pretty much a black mark
in our playbook,” she said. “It
shouldn't have happened, but as you
%now there's ups and downs In any
athletic contest.

“[ really fcel we should have been
the winner by the momentum we

P
Plymouth Salem at CEP. The Rald-
ers play at Northville at 7 pam. today
[n thelr district game. .

“(The players) really want to play
Salem, but to do that we have to get
by Pioneer,” Morgan said, “That
would salvage an otherwise dlsmal
scason if we can beat Salem. But
we're not looking past Pioneer.
That's No. 1."”

NORTHVILLE 1, FARMINGTON
0: Steve Yezback scored the game's
only goal as the Mustangs blanked
the Falcons Wednesday.

Farmingten, $-5-1 in the league
ang 7-4-1 overall, outshot Northville
€2 in the flrst half and 10-5 In the
second.

Harrison splashes Rockets

Ellzabeth Tucker met a Class B
quallfying standard in the 200-yard
freestyle and broke her own
breastsiroke Lime Thursday, lead-
ing Farmington Harrison past
Westland Joha Glenn 100-80 In
glrls swimming.

‘Tucker wiil go to (he state meet
in the freestyle after posting a
2:06.41 Ume, and the breaststroke
record is now 1:12.6.

Tucker also comblned with Julle
Farabee, Jenni Fitzgerald and Kel-
1y Murany to win the freestyle re-
Iny In 4:11.85. .

Farabee won he individual med-
ley .{(2:28.8), Murany the 50 free-
style (29.09) and Fitzgerald the 100
{reestyle (1:03.93),

Harrison's JiI Murany and Dan-
jelle King also had solo victories
and helped the Hawks win the 200
medley relay.

Murany won the butterfly
(1:07.3) and King the backstroke
(1:14.66). Those two, Lisa Skibiaski
and Almee Katz caplured the med-
ley relay in 2:12.71.

The Hawks are 2.0 In the West-
ern Dlvision and 44 overall.

MERCY 53, SHRINE 30: Rober-

swimming

ta Orr and Liz DeMattin paced the
unbeaten Marlins (5-0-1) to their
victory over Royal Oak Shrine In
Catholic League competition
Thursday,

Both swimmers teamed up with
Amy Cetnar and Mary Quinn to
win the medley relay (2:00.7), and
both had solo victories, Orr won the
individual medicy in 2:19.87 and
DeMattia the butterfly in 1:05.19.

Merey's Katle Westhoff qualified
for the Class A meet in the back-
stroke (1:04.94), and Anne Lang
won the breaststroke with a per-
sonal-best time of 1:17.86,

. Erlea Campbell gave the Mar-
s flrst place In diving (217.3
polnts), and Jennle Olmstead, Polly
Tenuta, Cetnar and Michelle
McCalfrey won (he freestyle relay
(4:02.789).

N, FARMINGTON 131, W.L,
WESTERN 37 The Ralders ran

their record to 7-0 Thursday by
trouncing their Weslern Lakes op-
nent.

North coach Pat Duthie used the
mect to give some of his non-regu-
lars a chance for varsity competl.
tlon, and (hey produced the same
Kind of results,

“It was a nice opportunity for
everyone who usuatly doesn't get In
to score some points,” he sald, “It
worked very well, and we had an
awful lot of best times.”

North’s freestyle winners were
Ann  Schwartzberg In the 200
{2:17.85), Cindy Howard in the S0
(30.98), Jennlfer Wagner in the 100
(1:04.99) and Dorothy Ashley In the
5§00 (6:01.75).

Kim Reece won the individual
medley (2:44.50), Karen Paynter
the butterfly (1:12.02), Jenay Wil
liams the backstroke {1:16.30) and
Alicia Barrett the breaststroke
(3:28.49).

Duthle is still experimenting
with his relay combinations and
used his regulars In those events,

The Raiders swim agalast a
;uong Dearborn team Tuesday at
ome.
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North golfers look to future

North Farmington will be looking forward to the next goll scason since it
loses only two senlors and will return three of its top four players.

The Raiders tied with Waterford Mott for eighth place in the 18-team
regional Friday, Oct. 9, at the par-72 Pontiae Country Club.

North's top three golfers were juniors: Scott Millman {84), Larry LaPorte - .
(85) and Tom Seremet {91). Senior Erica Zonder carded an 85, too. LaPorte . 0 UMY O N R Y N O
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