O&E_ Monday, Octobor 19, 1887

One way to enjoy fall in Michigan: Taking in the sunset over Port Huron at Port Austin.

Geiden Michigan

Fall a busy time for state’s tourism

(TR STREETS >

Michigan has risen to
eighth place among
the nation’s most
popular travel

Fall's a good time to got out tho rod unq re
Area.’

By Iris Jonos
specia) writer

Q: While my friends are all Jog-
glng and blking and runniog through
life, 1 would like to enjoy a lazy
weckend in Michigan sametime be-
fore Thanksglving. No tourist stuff;
we just want to explore, take some
pletures, laste a little wine, maybe
£o fishing. Any ideas?

IR
Plymouth

A: Give me three hours to answer
your questlon, and we might scratch
the surface of fall in Michlgan!

3 you only have Saturday and
Sunday, limit yourseif to a half day's
drive, which rules out the Upper
Peninsula, Book ahead in color sca.
son,

Check a resort close to home such
as the $1. Clair Inn In St. Clair, only
an hour’s drive away, You can get a
room In the historic inn or a more
rustic apartment in their annex next
door.

WATCH THE SHIPS go by on the
St. Clabe River, Take a tiny car ferry
across to the Canadian slde and re-
turn via the Bluewater Bridge, Find
the night life you need in Port
Huron.

Or go ta the top of the Thumb and
try Port Austin's Garficld Inn, bullt

“in’ 1830 and beautifully restored.
Presldent James A. Garficld ‘once
made a speech supporting Ulysses S.-

Grant from the balcony, ;

The Garfle} is on the national st~

of historic places, but its real ‘value
is to péople just like you, people who
like to meander. The bathrooms are
down the hall, but they are just as
beautiful as the bedrooms with thebr
four-poster beds. Explore the lake
arca by day, join the crowd at'the
huge mahogany bar and in the tovely
dining room at night.

1 the Garficld Is full, try the Lake
Street Manor across the strect. Both
will cost you about $65 a might for
two, including breakfast.

IF TIAT'S too pricey, head west
for one of the dozens of bed-and.
breakfast places on the Leelanau

Peninsula and down the shoreline of
Lake Michigan.

Or head northwest for the Terrace
Inn run by Pat and Mary Lou Bar-
bour in the famous Bay View colony
just outside of Petoskey. You will
find yourself amid three-stery Victo-
rian houses wlth gingerbread

porches.

‘The Inn has just reccived permis-
sfon to stay open all winter for the
flrst time. Summer actlvitics are
over but you will find lots of explor-
Ing to do in the Petoskey/Harbor
Springs area. The inn costs $50 a
night for two.

Q: Is It too late to flsh in Lake
Michigan?

A: I spent a lot of time talking to
fishing boat captains in Grand Ha-
ven recently, and they all told me
the same thing. Some of the best
fishing Is late October and early No-
vember as long as you don't want to
catch the big anes.

‘There 'are not 50 many other boats
to contend with. What you are catch-
ing is really next year's salmen, so
they are only four or five pounds in-
stead of the 10- and 15-pounders you
could cateh in summer.

That's the good news. The bad
news, according to Joe Wolff of
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Brandy Two out of Manistee and
president of the Michigan Charter
Boat Association. the weather is so
unpredictable in fall that it may stap
you from going out.

“We missed 12 charter days in
August because of the weather, and
so far I've missed a full week in Oc-
tober,” Wolff said. “The fish are out
there, but we can't tell you even a
day ahead whether the weather will
allow us to go out.™

IF YOU DON'T want to take that
chance, Wolff recommends river
fishing, which Is available in' some
places year-round. You can catch
steelhead In the rivers too; they stay
In the rivers all winter.

Capt. Emil Dean’s James R sails
the rivers of western Michgian late
into the fall. Dick Rang’s drift boat
operates all winter in the AuSable
River. So does Chuck Knipchild's
covered riverboat on the St. Joseph
River. .

The walleye are running in Lake
Erie, the St. Clalr River and Saginaw
Bay through Octaber.

Of course, we're not talking a
string on the end of a pole here,.
we're talking money, The average
big charter boat on one of the Great
Lakes will cost you $70 to $50 a per-
son a day, with a four-person mini-
mum. River lishing, such as walleye
fishing on Lake St. Clalr, will cost
$4010$50 a day.

Southifleld, captaln of the Ginger

historic places.

Port Austin’s Garfleld Inn, built in 1830, is on the national list of

Events make for a colorful féll;

Michlgan has just completed its
most successful travel summer on
record.

The state has risen to eighth place
among the nation’s most popular
travel destinations, according to the
U.S. Travel Data Center, The first
seven, in order, arc: California, Flor-
ida, New York, Texas, New Jersey,
Pennsylvanla and Nlinols,

So joln with all the out-of-state
tourists and plug into some of the
things going on In Michlgan this fall:

o Frost the pumpkin in style.
Grand Traverse Resort Village in
Acme Is offering a Halloween pack-
age that includes a Halloween ball,
supervised trick-or-treat actlvities
for the kids, breakfast or lunch on
Saturday, plus Sunday brunch and a
dinner one evening, all for $100 to
$120 per person for two nights.

@ Play a little musip. An Old

]

Town Jazz Festival will be Friday
through Sunday, Oct. 30-31 and Nov.
1, at Sugar Loaf Resort In Cedar,
near Traverse Clity. Four profession-
al bands play Friday, If you're an
amateur muslelan, you can join the
{fun during Saturday’s open jam ses-
sion.

® Buy one more antique you don't
need at the Country Peddicr Show on
Saturday, Oct. 31, and Sunday, Nov.

1, in Mason. Nincty professional

crafts makers and “country mer-
chants” will be winding down an
eight-clty Michigan tour.

® Stroll the Ann Arbor Winter
Fair on Saturday and Sunday, Nov.
7-8.

® Watch the Bands of America
National Championships on Friday

Michigan has risen to
eighth place among
the nation’s most
popular travel
destinations.

and Saturday, Nov. 13-14, at the Pon- -
tiac Silverdome, where America's
top 50 high school marching bands -
will be competing. G- z

® Finally, why not get away with |
murder or at lcast be the sleuth who -
solves it? ATS Travel (543.7954) will *
sponsor Murder at the Grand Hotel
on Mackinac Island Thursday
through Sunday. .




