|-696, once feared,
now ‘an opportunity’

By Tim Richard
stall writer

At first, older citles feared the 1.
696 freeway would “lead to deterlo-
ratlon and squalor” in southern Qak-
land County.

But now, said Southfield city ad-
ministrator Robert R. Block, “we've
cvolved ta looking at it as an oppar-
nity.”

“We" means the 1-696 corridor
commitiee, composed of city mana-
gers In 13 towns. The group persuad-
od an Oakland County Board of Com-
missioners panel this week (o Invest
$10,000 in sced money for an eco-
nomic consultant.

THE COUNTY'S Publlc Services
Committee unanimously agreed, au-
thorizing the cxecutlve’s Depart
ment of Economic and Community
Development to contract for a con-
sultant for phase 1 of a redevelop-
ment project.

The consultant's jobs will be to

help the 1-696 corrldor communities:
® Coordinate land use planning.

® ldentify cconomle development
and redevelopment oppartunlties.

® Market the corridor to busi-
ness, attracting more jobs,

“We don't want the 1-696 corridor
10 be like other cltles where people
stand behind chaln-link fences and
wave at cars going by," sald Joseph
Joachim, Oakland’s economle devel-
opment dircctor.

With the corridor communities,
Joachim agreed that a county-fund-
ed consultant would be a good in-
vestment. Phase 1T of the projeet
would cost $30,000.

1-69G, A freeway 20 years In the
planning and 10 more in construc-
tion, will run through southern Oak-
land and Macomb counties, bypass.
ing Detroit, when the final link is
completed in December 1989,

Its corridor is deflned as 144
square miles: the Raoyal Qak, South-

Davis to head

historical

Michae! W.R. Davis, a veteran
‘newsman and publicist from Bir-
mingham, has been appointed exccu-
tlve directar of the Detreit Histori-
. cal Soclety.
7 The appointment was announced
- by Phillp G. Moon, president of the
\ 66-ycar-old society. It 1s the major
* source of private {unds for Detroit's
- Historical Museum on Woodward
% Avenue, Dussin Great Lakes Muse-
< um and Histarle Fort Wayne. It also
 promotes_appreciation of Detroit's
+ veglonal history through programs
. of education and preservation.
. Davls, a 30-year resident of the
+ 7 area, formerly was corporate com-
% munications director of The Detroit
- News and administrator of Gannett
 Foundation grants in Michigan.
< He spent 25 years with Ford Mo-
% tar Co/’s publle affalrs staff. Before
% jolning Ford, he was in Business
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Week magazine's Detroit bureau and
a reporter for The Miami {Fla}
News.

Davis holds a bachelor’s of arts
degree in history trom Yale Univer-
sity and master's of science degree
In historic preservatton adminlstra-
tlen from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity.

He presently is working on hls
doctorate in history at Wayne State
University and has co-authored a
book on carly 20th century architec-
ture, “Amerlea’s Favorite Homes,”
to be published by Wayne State Uni-
versity Press next spring.
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ticld, Farmington and Novi areas.

Some 450,000 people, ncarly half
of Oakland's population, live in the
area hounded by 14 Mile on the
north, Eight Mile on the South, Na-
picr on the west and Dequindre on
the cast.

The so-called “south end” com-
munitics have pressurcd Oakland of-
ficials for heip — particularly be-
cause s0 much county effort has
gone Into the high technology devel-
opments in Troy, Auburn Hills and
Rochester Hills.

The Public Services Commlttee
recommendation goes to the full
county board, where routine approv-
alis tikely.

BUT COMMITTEE members had
some bits of advice for the corridor
city managers:

“Get your elected officials In-
volved." sald commlssioner Ruel
McPherson, D-Hazel Park.

Block agreed, noting that city
managers started the effort because
they had (o deal with such municipal
problems as construction, traffle,

noise, maintenance of the service

drive and mowing.

“Whoever [s retained (as consult-
ant) has to meet with the legislative
bodies,” Block said. “There are deci
sions to be made on zonings and con-
demnations.”

Commissioner James E. Laned, R+

Royal Oak, advised bringing in
|avestors through chambers of com-

meree channels.
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