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Vote Nov. 3

6 hopefuls are challenging 3

Nine candidates will vie for four
Farmington Hills City Council sceats
in the Tuesday, Nov. 3, general clee-
tion,

The top three vote-getters will
serve four-year terms. The next
highest finlsher will serve a two-
year term,

‘The Observer today continues a 3-
part installment featuring responses
10 the newspaper's cendidate ques-
tionnaire. Part 1 ran Oct. 15.

All voters who registered by Oct. 5
may vate in the nonpartisan election.
Absentee ballots  are avallable
through the city clerk's offlee.

Hopefuls Raymond Cassar, John
fleenan, Vernon Kiclpinski. Richard
Lytwyniuk and Aldo Vagnozzi will
challénge incumbents Joe Alkateeb,
Joan Dudley and Terry Sever. Alka:
tech and Dudley have vach served
two [our-year terms nonconsecutive-
ly. Sever 1s completing hls first two-
year term.

Incumbent Dann Wolf is not seck-
ing re-election after two four-year
ferms.

Winners will take their seats at
the next regularly schuduled.cnuucll
meeting following the election and
certification of resulis by the tocal

board of canvassers — Janet
Courcy, Marion McCoy, Patricin
Blackard and George Portner. The
board plans to meet the day after the
clection. *

Council members receive $1.800
annually for their part-time service,
The mayor, elccted by fellow councll
members, recelves $2,700.

The city council generally meets
a1 7:30 pm, the second, third and
fourth Mondays of each month in the
Farmington Hills City Hall Council
Chambers. All meetings are open to
the public. The council sets city poli-
ey
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The councll
in the center of the city.

RANDY BORST/staft photographer

Hills City Hall, 31555 11 Mile, at Orchard Lake Road,

oe Alkateeb

Name: Joe Alkateeb.
Address: Arden Park Drive.
Age: 48,

Length of residency: 18 ¥
Employer: design d:
tor, 1&M Eleetric Co.. Fer
Family: wife, N
1mar, 23, daughter. N;

Educeatlon: Virgina
Institute, bachelor of science in elec:

trical engineering. 1960, Wayne
State Unjvel postgraduate work,
business administration. State of

Michigan registered professional en-
glneer.

Government fuvolvemenk: mem-
ber, Farmington Hitls City Council,
1978-82, 84-present, mayor pro tem,
1981, 1985, mayor, 1986, chairman.
Farmingten Hills Code of Appeals
Hoard, 197577,

Community involvement: mem-
ber, Churehill Commons Homeown-
ors Association, 24 years: member,
Farmington Hills Conncil of Home-
owners board. four terms, chairman,
two terms; member, 12 Mile Road
Task Foree.

1. What prosen qualities and skills
would you bring to the cuuncll?

“As a council membe:
homework. Tanalyze the

1 do my
sues carcs

{

fully, T listen to my constituents and
then act. My engineering training
helps me make Togical and sound
judgments. My greatest asset is
leadershi ieve in planning and
looking ahead. At the end of my tesm
as mavor, the eity had established a
five-year plan for every major de-
partment, Planning is the key to eff)-
cient city government.”

£

2. What do yvu consider to be the
top priorities, problems, facing the
city in the next four years?

“Traffic Is a countywide problem.
We need the cooperation of the state
and county governments for an ade-
quate solution. 12 Mile Road and
Orchard Lake Read are county
roads. Northwestern Highway be-
longs to the state. ’ressure at both
the county and state level must be
exerted 10 move ahead with the wid-
ening of these two major arteries.
On Iocal roads, the situation Is im-
proving due 1o the implementation
of our master roads plan prepared
during my term as mayor.

~Solid waste disposal ean soar up

to 600 percent. As a council member,
1 have been urging serious attention
10 this problem. Nate recent cost in-
creases: August, 1986, disposal costs
up 91 percent; October, 1987, anoth-
er 15 percent increase. Thisis a good
cause for alarm. I propose that we
cooperate with othier communlties to
buy a common disposal site. The
QOakland County incinerator proposal
is oul of the question. Current esti-
mates are $50-855 per ton compared
to our present $11. Preliminary fig-
ures on my preposal are very prom-
ising.”

3. What steps should the clty take
1o prevent suburban decay in Farme
inglon Hills?

“We should continually work Lo
improve the quality and appearance
of our community. | have supported
the re-activation of the beautifica-
tiun vommission and they have done
a marvelous job in the past (wo
years. -1 propose to continue our
tough cnforcement of our zoining

~and blight laws.
*1 know Farmington Hills resi-

dents are very proud of their com-
munity and 1 am, too. T will always
work to promote pride in our city
and to protect the speclal character
that sets up apart {rom other subur-
ban communities. Farmington Hills
Is a special place to live in and do
bustness in. We will keep it special.”

4. New Interchanges are expected
off 1-696 Into Farmington Hills by
the 1990s. Jow should the city pre-
pare for the changes. What changes
do you expect?

“The city has prepared for these
interchanges and that is what good
planning is all about. Our master
plan calls for offices on the south
slde of 12 Mlle, north of 1-696. Also
our plans call for a seven-lane, boul-
evard-type of pavement from Farm-
ington Road to Haggerty. The ldea of
a boulevard is to bhave a heavlly
Iandscaped median and an attractlve
roadway. The trees will also cut
down some of the traffic noise.

“'As to the interchange on Hagger-
ty and 1-275, It will cut down the
drive-through traffic in our city. Our
major task in this equation is to get
county officials off thelr duff and get
12 Mile Road wldened per the mas-
ter plan.”

5. How would yau rate the city's
relationship with neighboring com-
munities? Do relations need im-
provement? How?

“Farmington Hills is a very
friendly city and we enjoy tremen-
dous relationshlps with our neigh-
bors. We certalnly have a close rela-
tionship with the city of Farmington.

“1 do rate our relationship with
our neighboring communitles as ex-
cellent because in the past 10 years,
1 cannot recall a common problem
shat we were not able to work out
together.”

£. On the average, how many city
cauncil or planping commission
mectings do you attend in any given
month?

“As a councli member, I attend at
least three meetings a month and
sometimes four, When time permits,
1 attend other boards and commis-

sion meetings. During budget prepa-
ration, the meetings per month do In-
erease.

“When I served as mayor ln 1986,
1 attended as many as 10 meetings
per month, sometimes more, and
that In addition to meetings with the
city manager weckly. Ceremonial
actlvities were 100 many to keep
track of.”

7. Should the clty council have a
code of cthles? Whhat specific items
would you Include?

“No. The city charter is quite ade-
quate in that regard. Anything above
and beyond the charter provisions is
superfiuous and not in the best inter-
est of clther the city or those who
would serve as council members.”

8, Mow waould you rate the current
city councll’s performance? On
which lssues do yau belleve it bas
faltered? Why? On which issues has
it succeeded? Why?

“1 think the council performance
has been very good, The majority of
the council has worked well together
and has kept the interest of the clty
uppermost In our minds. Durlng my
year as mayor, we had many accom-
plishments ‘to be proud of. We held
public hearings and adopled a mas.
ter story and drainage plan. We
adopted a master parks and recre.
ation plan.

“We surveyed our residents and
developed a local roads plan. We
adopted a five-year capital lmprove-
ments plan and we developed five-
year plans for fire, police and 1.
brary service. The responsc to out
citizens has been excellent In terms
of roads, youth programs, senior clti-
zens programs, home rehabilitation
and, 1ast but not least, in 1987, we
reduced taxes almost 15 percent.

“In my estimatlon, the council
taltered in approving the congregate
carc housing at 11 Mile and Middle-
belt for 204 units. I felt that was teo
large, and they should insist on &
lesser density.”

9, With an obligation 1o uphold the
city's master land use plas, haw
would you address residents’ cone

cerns that residentinl arcas are los-
ing out to commercial/Industrial
areas?

“A tough stand on zoning issues is
paramount. The master plan must
be upheld. The recent rulings by the
Supreme Court have had its effect on
certain council members, especially
those of the lega! inclination. I do not
agree that these rullngs have wa-
tered down our abllity to uphold
master plan. Our most Important
charge Is to protect the character of
this special cormmunity.

“Qur growth In the past three
years has been uprecedented. This
growth is due to a good economle cli-
mate and because Farmington Hills
is a very desirable community. Our
job is to contain this growth and to
make sure the master plan |s fol-
lowed. Our growth should be our
challenge to protect and not our li+
censc to destroy.

10, Farminglen Hills, Farmington
and other southwestern Oakland
County communities are facing a
challenge with significantly in-
creased costs for solid waste dispos.
al. How should the city respond? Do
you advocate Jainlng the Cakland
County sotid waste copsorilum? Ex-
plain.

“I have answered this question
partlally in No. 2. 1 have rescarched
this Issue thoroughly and I am op-
posed to Joining Oakland County sol-
Id waste consortium. We are paying
$11 per ton and they are estimating
an Initial cost of $50-355 per ton. My
guess Is that when the consortium
goes into operation, thelr cost will be
closcr to $80 per ton.

“1 am an engineer and Thave been
Involved In the design of simllar fa-
cilities, and I can speak from cxperi-
ence. I also can refer to other con-
sortiums throughout the country that
turned out Lo be total disaster from
an economle point of view.

“] believe our best approach is to
Joln forces with Southfield, Farming-
ton, Novl, Wixom, Wailed Lake, and
maybe other communities, and pur-
chase our own dumpsite. This study
is under way."

11.Do you agree with the clty's
new policy limiting hoard and com-
misslan members to one post? How
would you gencrate publlcity Lo al-
teact more applleants?

“Generally, I agree that the coun-
il should capltalize on the wide
range of talent avatlable In this com-
munity to carry on the work of our
boards and commissions. Al the
same time, 1 would like the council
1o have the ability to make excep-
tions, when appropriate, due to spe-
clal qualifications.

1 propose that we devote a future
clty newsletter, solely, to the expla-
natlon of the work of boards and
commisslons. 1 also propose that we
establish a formal portfolio of those
Interested citizens, and keep such a
portfolio current for use by future
mayors in making their appoint-

ments.

“'1 want the people of the city to
get Involved and be excited about
their local government and the
boards and commisslons route can
serve as a'beglnnlng."

12. With contiouing Increased
costs and services, should the Farm-
ington Community Llbrary conlinue
(0 be financed by the general fund?
Is the lime right for an Independent
Albrary authority with the ability to
levy Its own millage? How do you
propase the plaaned llbrary expon-
slon on 12 Mile should be [lonnced?

“The questions of an Independent
library authority was decided by the
vaters several years past. The ver-
dict was a resounding no. I suppose
the voters can change their minds.

“My problem with an Independent
library authority I that of the cre-
ation of another taxing authority antd
we alrcady have too many. 1 know
that our Hills council and the Farm-
ington council have been very re-
sponslve to the library and we have
always provided adequate funding
based on their budgets. Why change
for the sake of change.

“As to funding of the library ex-
pansion, the simple solution is to
place the question befare the voters
in the form of a bond Issuc, In my
boak of politics, the voter s king."

Name: Vernon C. Kielpinski.

Address: Dundalk.

Age: 33,

Length of residency: 14 years.
Employer: Janitor, Great Scott

Shopping Center. 11 Mile and

Middlebelt.

Education: Farmington Hills Har-
rison High School graduate, 1973. At
tended Oakland Community College.

Government invalvement: none. .

Cammunlty fnvalvement:
gra:‘srmls cfforts to help peaple in
need.

1. What proven qualitles and skllls
would yau bring to the council?

“I'm just a hard worker trying to

carn a dollar yet while I may never
have run for an effice before, I be-
inthe GSA.
“ft is time to bridge the gap be-
tween worker and managment. Our
voices must be heard, The other side
of the fepce”

2, What do you conslder to he the
top priosities and problems facing
the vlty [n the next Tour years?

Schoals and our children.

® The canstant growth of
commerical industry will, In turn,
create 2 hometess poverty,

# The power and the greed, which
our current city council is using to
build on, has, in turn, made morals
and ethics a thing of the past.

@ The constant rise in taxes. The

canstant quick spending could create
a money probiem.”

3. What steps should the city take
to prevent suburban decay in Farm-
ington Uls?

“Stop the quick growth. Our cur-
rent council Is not concerned about
our families, just growth. The sacrl-
fice of homes and a risc n taxes will
put a burden on the families.”

4.New interchanges are expected
off 1-696 into Farmington Hills by
the 1990s. How should the city pre-
pare for the changes. What changes
do you expect?

“None! They already have, T hope
some of the changes will be chal-
lenged.”

5. How would you rate the city’s
relatlonship with neighborlag com-
munitles? Do relations pecd im-
provement? How?

+Bad. They don't see that far. Yes,
they should open their cyes and ears,
shut_ thelr mouths and listen and

see,

6. On the average, how many cily
council or planning commission

meetings do you attend In any glven
month?

“ have allended ‘two meetings.
Disappointing. They need more
meetings in order to let a more fair
judgment on vatious issues."

7. Should the city council have a
code of ethles? What specifie items
would you include?

“Yes! Yos! Yes! Ethics is foreign to
thls current council, Ethles are need-

cd.
*Teach our children well, our fa-
ther's hell for a code to live by.” "

8. How would you rate the current
city council’s performance? On
which issucs do you belleve it has
faltered? Why? On which issues bas
it succeeded? Why?

“Very bad except for Joan Dudley.
The men shunned her when she
spoke of campaign practices. 1 won.
der if it's because they have some-
thing to hide or because she’s a wom-
an. They only have their minds on
the master plan.

“Greed and power i3 its tool.”

9. With an obllgation to uphold the
city’s master land use plan, bow

would you address residents’ con-
cerns that residentlal areas are los¢
ing out to {al/industrial

11. Do you agree with the city's
new policy limiting board and com-

areas?

“1 fee) the master plan should be
burned against the BIll of Rights. I
would not accept any proposal that
would hurt a resldent. I fee! the tak-
ing of another person's home is
uncthleal and ungodly.”

10, Farmington Hills, Farmiogton
and other svsthwesters Oakland
County communlties are faclng a
chatlenge with significantly In-
creased costs for salid waste dispos-
), How should the city respond? Do
you advocnte Jolning the Oakland
County solid waste consortium? Ex-
plain.

“By constantly raising our taxes,
they should have epough. But slnee
the current council doesn't look
ahead and save, they spead now and
will pay later, nking away frém
schools or the revenue they get from
the state. [ feel our current council is
blind.

“We must save some of the money
for a surplus so just in case a prob.

lem arlses, we wlll be able to handle
i

mission 10 one post? How
would you generate publicity to ate
tract more applicants?

“No. Whatever necessary to cope
wilth the nceds of the people of the
city.”

12, With contioulng incremsed
costs and services, should the Farm-
ington Community Library continue
10 be finpnced by the general fund?
Is the time right for an independent
library authority with the abllity to
levy its own millage? How do you
propose the planned llbrary expan.
sion on 12 Mile should be financed?

“My answer for (his is the same
one [ used for questlon 10.”

“Note: Our schools are currently
reporting a surplus. This is great. We
must keep an car open to the talk in
Lansing In regards to our current
fermula for schools.

“The actions here could further
hurt our budget here and force an-
olher increase in taxcs, We must
again blame our current council for
any shortage of funds.”

Name: John Heenan.
Address: Nine Mile.
Age: 50,

Length or residency: cight years.

Employer: sclf-employed, private
investigator.

Family: wife, Sandra: sons, John,
2B, Michacl, 19; daughters, Carrie,
30, Colleen, 27, Christine, 24; step-
chlldren, Tricia Baden, 19, Tracy
Baden, 17.

Education: Detroit Cooley High
Schoal graduate, 1955, attended Uni-
versity of Detroit, 1959, English ma-
Jor (two years), did not graduate.

Government  Involvement:  US.
Navy, 1954-62, honarable discharge.

Community invalvement: nine.

1. What praven quatitles and skills
would you bring to the council?

] have spent many years as o pri-
vate investlgator, solving prablems
for business and Individuals. This is
accomplished by obtaining ail the
facts relating to a particular prob-
lem, then using those facts to make
an intelligent decislon. My years In-
vestigating have trained me how to
accamplish this."

2. What do you consider to be the
top prioritles, problems, facing the
city ln the next four years?

“I believe the top prlority facing
our city is a determined, encrgetlc,
cffort to keep our clty a mainly resie
dential community.”

3. What steps should the city take
to prevent suburban decay in Farm-
ingion HIN?

“Suburban decay is most direclly
related to commerclal/offlce build-
up as far as I'm concerned.”

4. New Interchanges are expected
oft 1.696 into Farmington Hills by
the 1990s., How should the city pre-
pare far the changes. What changes
do you expect?

"] expect new interchanges to
bring with them all the problems we
sce with the one we have at 12 Mile
and Orchard Lake roads. T would try
to prevent his happening.™

clty’s

munities? Do relatlons need im-
pravement? How?

] believe Farmington Hills enjoys
good relations with other communl-
tles.”

6. On the average, how many cily

growing too fast and the present
councll doesn’t seem to be able to
stop it or slow it down.”

9, With as obligation to uphold the
clly's master land use plas, bow
would you address resldenls’ cone
cerns that dentlat arcas nre los-

councll or planniog
meellngs do you attend In any glven
manth?

] have In the past attended very
few clty council meelings."”

7. Should the city enuncil bave »
code of cihica? What specilic Items
would yau include?

“1 don't helieve the clty council
needs a code of cthies at thia time.”

8. How would you rate the carrent
clty councll's performance? On
which issues do you belleve It has
faltered? Why? On which jssues has
it succceded? Why?

“The curtent city councl! has not
met the needs of the community be-

5. How wauld you rate the
with hb com-

cause ¢ Ial/offlce bulldup is

tng out lo commerclal/Indusérial

rean?

“I feel no obligation to the current
masler plan and would investigale
means of changing it to reflect the
current needs of our clty.”

10, Farmington Hills, Farmington
and other southwestern Oakland
Caunty communitles are facing 2
chollenge  with  sigolficantly Ine
creaxed costs for solid waste dispas-
al. How should the cily respand? Do
you sdvocate jolning the Oakland
Cm;n:y solld waste consortium? Ex-
plaln.

] do nol possess the necessary
facts to be able to make an intelli-
gent statement In this area.”

11. Do you agree whh the city's
new palicy limiting board and com.
mission members to one post? low
would you generate publiclty ta at+
tract mare npplicants?

1 do not agree with the city's poli-
cy limiting .to one post. At Jcast a
person should be able to obtain an-
other post before resigning an old
posi.”

12. With continuing Increased
cosls and services, should the
Famrmington Community Library
continue to be flnanced by the gener-
al fund? Is the time right for an in-
dependent ltbrary authorlty wish the
abllity to levy its own millage? How
do you propose the planned library
expansion on 12 Mile should be fl-
nan;

“Again, I would need far more in-
formation and facts before declaring
a deelslon in this area. I-believe a
good llbrary system s essential to
our city.” ’ .

mpepri




