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Valuable
Training burns are ‘very beneficial’

By Bob Sklar
statf wnteo

Sipce 1983, the Farmington Hills
“ire Department has hetd 29 train-
irut burns at donated structures.
ichard Marinucel hopes

snree western Oakland County fire-
tiahters in a training burn at a do-
nated farmhouse near Milford Sune
su't trigger a ban on such use
ant structyres.

w've been fortunate and suc-
in our training burns.
ve proven very beneficial to
aur’ department. We certainly
Joesn't want to lose them,” Mariaue-
atd

People have been very good at
Jonasung properties,” Deputy Chiel
Deter Baldwin said. “We don't want
then to have second thoughts. We
o't have a lot of structure fires so
the practice burns are extremely
«.uable to us for training.”

In Farmingten Hills, the fire de-
partment and the donor of a struc-
ture sign an agreement releasing the
dunor from Mability. After a burn,
the donor must remove the rubble
and fill in the basement. “So donors
really do it more as a community
service than for financial reasens,”
Baléwin said.

Typically, Farmington Hills" part-
time firefighters, who are assigned
ta stations, see a limited number of
s tualstrueture fires during a given

vear. Last year, the department han-
dled 550 fires. 183 involving struc.
tures

DESPITE THE relatively infor-
mal setting. training burns still pro-
¢ a challenge. “You still have the
chance to win against a patural ele-
ment through your own skill and
through use of equipment,” Baldwin
sadd,

“It's a training function and we
want to keep it that way,” he added.
“Hut there's a cerlain amount of e«
ahsm. We try to teach our peaple.
We try 10 tell them what they may
be dning wrong, or what they should
have done a little differently.”

For example, Baldwin said, “You
don't want to be more destructive
than the fire ltself, You only want t¢
do what’s necessary to suppress the
fire. The special burns are whert
vou experiment. You certainly dont
‘want to do that on a $100,000 home.”

Although the fire department’
senior officers attend, training burns
are overscen by the district chief
and the training officers from the
hosting fire station.

‘We scrve primarily as safety offi-
cers,” Baldwin sald of the senior of-
ficers.

Safety officers are responsible fot
maintaining safety. They have the
authority to modify or vnd a drill a1
any time.

At controlled burns, Farmingtor
Hills typically has ome safety in-
structor per every five firefighters
Instructors typically are stationec
on cach floor, at each stairway, al
cach doorway and on the roof. 1
recruits go into the building with ar
experienced member. And every:
body is constantly being accountec
for,” said Ronald Schwartz, a train-
ing officer.

The spectal burns are in additlor
to the department’s monthly statior
(raining and monthly department-
wide tralning. The department alsc
hosts periodic sesslons that focus or
such specialty areas as emergency

Council. The department Is working
toward assuring that ecach offleer
eventually achleves the Firefighter
1 level.

In addition to monthly classrootn
sessions, Farmington often smokes
up Its fire tower at the Department
of Public Works. The three-stery.
masonry tower has sprinklers tc
help in teaching about a sprinkler
system's value and use,

But it doesn’t replace well-su-
pervised tralning burns. “Part of a
firefighter's job is to go into a burn-
ing bullding,” Goss said. “And
there's no better way to prepare for
that than to do It.

“It's the best type of training you
can get — an actual burn. You can
1alk about it all you want, but fight-
ing a fire is difficult to train for.”

N

Farmington Hills Fire Department trainces relocate an outside hose line during a live {rain-

ing burn at an old house recently.

Training burns: key to skill development

Continued from Page 1

four firefighters attacked separaie
fires at an old house donated by a

medical care, arson
hazardous matcrials and  officet
training.

FARMINGTON DEPARTMEN1
of Public Safety has taken part it
training burns in Farmington Hills
and wouldn’t hesitate to do so again
if invited, said Deputy Director Gary
Goss.

When responding to a fire, the de-
partment draws from a roster tha
includes 22 sworn and 21 reserve of-
ficers. Last year, the department re-
sponded to 46 fires, 16 involving
structures.

Each public safety officer has
more than 132 hours of training and
is working toward Firefighter I cer-
tificatlon, as established by the
Michigan Fircfighters Training
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per. F in full gear,
entered the two-story house to ime
prave their skills at ventllating a
burning building and extinguishing
the fJames. Each fire was put out be-
fore the next was started.

A major reason why building fires
are fought {from within is “to put us
in the position of rescuing anybody
who may be inside,” Deputy Fire
Chief Peter Baldwin said, “Rescuels
the number-one priority of fire ser+
‘vice. Fire suppression is next in im-
portance.”

IN KEEPING with National Fire
Pratection Association standards for
live training burns, no accelerants or
flammable liquids are used In Farm-
ington Hills other than durlng arson
training, when extreme caution pre-
vails, Marinucei said, The NFPA is a
nonprofit, private agency that writes
model natlonal fire codes and traln-
ing manuals.

Milford police investigatars have
not confirmed or denled news re-
ports that a mixture of gasoline and

camp stove fuel was used to ignite
the multiple sets during the fateful
training burn Sunday.

A strong concentration of flamm-
able liquids was allowed to sit for
nearly two hours. The house filled
with~ dangerous vapors, which
triggered an inferno that engulfed
the house when the sets were ignited.
The victims were trapped upstairs,
according to news reports.

Farmington Hills firefighters have
“learned that paper, Wi and
matches provide the necessary
amount of fire In a much more con-
trolted manner,” Baldwln said.

TIIE FEAR of accelerants is their
unpredictabitity.

“When you have a training burn,
you're trying to control it as much as
possible and make the fire as pre-
dictable as possible,”  Marinucel
said. “When you Inject a flammable
liquid, you lose same of that predie-
tability and you lose a bit of that
control. You have o be extremely
careful when you use those substanc.
es hecause they're volatile and
things can happen.

“Firc is hot and It's nasty, no mat-
ter whether you're getting pald or

not, or doing it part time or full
time," he added. “It doesn't care.
It'll sweep through you if you don't
treat It with respect.”

A safety officer oversces ecach
training burn in Farmington Hills.
Trainlng teams elther learn the
building layout and cvacuation
routes beforchand or are accompa-
nied by safety instructors who know
their way around. Alternate exits
are always assurcd. Backup hoses
are always poised, Baldwln said.

Farmington Hllls doesn’t demon.
strate an evacuatlon signal, as rec-
ommended by the NFPA, "but that's
something we're now going to look
into,” Baldwin said.

Care is taken to prepare burn sltes
“to make sure they're in suitable
conditlon,” Baldwin said. “For in-
stance, if wall and ceiling coverings
ar other materials in a room are too
volatile, we may even remove them
to prevent a Nashover if we can.”

A flashover occurs when the tem-
perature in a room reaches the point
where the contents ignite seemingly
at the same time, Ceiling tempera.
tures can reach 2,000 degrees.

THE MICHIGAN Occupational

Safety and Health Administration
anly requires fire departments to
teain firefighters for anticipated
hazards.

“But we train eur people in the
classroom and at practice burns be-
fore they even geten 2 truck,” Mar-
nucci said. "We also may have them
pull ladders or hoses or work with
air packs at an actual fire,”

The four most-recent recruit
classes burned a house as their final
exam.

Farmington Hills {irefighters
must serve one year of probation
and log 132 hours of training before
they become certificd and achieve a
Firefighter Ilevel.

A bill passed by the state House
and pending in the Senate. woutd
mandale minimum training stand-
ards for all new Michigan fire-
tighters, full time or part time, ¢f-
fective In 1988, Part-timers would
be required to receive at least 132
hours of trainlng within two years
{rom the Michigan State Police Fire
Marshal's Division Firefighters
Training Council. The minimum for
full-time firefighters would be 264
-hours.
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Grandfather Clocks will be of-
fered at a savings of 40 to 50%
and all wall and mante! clocks at

1585°888

30% savin gé.
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100 different models to
all
immediate delivery. Consult one
of our sales people for our
“‘Holiday Delivery' plan. A
Howard Miller clock is a reflection

of excellence. This holiday season
enjoy the ancient chimes of
Westminister on a finely tuned
chime rod clock. Many models
are also a triple chime.
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There is no Sale Bigger than a...

TRUCKLOAD SALE

Howard R Miller CLOCKS

This is the only Howard Miller
Factory Authorized Truckload
Sale for the entire Metropolitan

Fine Furniture...Where Quality Costs You Less

20292 Middlebelt Rd. (S. of Eight Mile)

LIVONIA

474-6900

We guarantee quality, service, price...the BEST anywhere.
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