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g HE STAGE is set.

: In two weeks, the curtains will rise as
subgroups of i Farmington Public

. Schools citizens advisory committee

“eonduct town meelings 1o do rescarch and gain

_fecdback on redistricting options.

The subgroups. consisting of principals and
pavents, will spotlight attendance boundaries,
building locations and facility uses in the witke of
increasing  elemeatary d  decreasing  high
.school enroliment,

Sure, superintendent Graham Lewis® adminis-
ve staff could draw new boundary lines and
decide whether to build a new elementary in
western mingtos Hills.

But we previously underscored, we agree
with Lewis' helief that intimat nvolving resi-
dents in the s ive area of redistricting ts in
the distriet’s best interest.

Such involvemenl is a prevequisite to earning
public trust. Besid here's every reason to be-

-lieve the citizens ad v cominittee will pro-
“vide a valuahble perspeetive.
D

PUBLIC FEEDBACK is great. But for it to be
useful. it must be informed. Providing informa-
tiu the purpose of the three town meetings.

Monday, Nov. 16, high school issues will take
cenler stage at Harrison High School, Two days
later at East Mi hool, the spotlight moves
1o middle v, Nav. 19, ele-
mentary S ¢ debate at
Larkshire Flementary, Discussions start at 7
P

Pon’t fret if you ¢
hers will weleome written comments.

Subgroups won't just examine corollment pro-
jections in hopes of eventually assuring equal en-
rollment al each school at each grade level.

They'll consider ways to equalize learning op-
throughout the 10,000-student dis-
I explore how pursuit of providing
¢l and facilities 10 each student
might influence attendance boundary changes.

an't attend. Subgroup mem-

“portunitics

¢
v
.

: through the initiative of suburban
: business and governmental leaders.,

' Making travel and convention business a
¢ stronger spoke in the economic wheel Is simply
© good sens
+ Lansing's interests aren’t always in tune with
: suburban Detroit.

B Suburban Jeaders must form a coalition to ag-
“gressively deal with tourism. By working and
+ planning together, the clout can be developed to
< bring that valuable money being spent in other
‘.rcgions of the country by the Japanese, West
! Germans, British and Canadians.

¢ Of the 25 million foreign travelers who came
{to the United States last year, less than 5 million
tcame to the Great Lakes region. Certainly, a
i valuable source of revenue awaits this suburban
.area that is so rich In hotels, restaurants, lakes,
';rccrealionnl parks and convention facilities.

¢ THE TIME IS far past when we must depend
Cprimarily on the auto industry to pay the bills for
t Michigan. But once again we find ourselves vic-
«timized by what many experts prediet is an eco-
+ nomic turndown.

+  As we have come to realize so well, when the
ceconomy goes even a little sour, Michigan suffers
seven more because of its heavy dependence on
sthe auto industry. Already this year, approxi-
+mately 15,000 auto jobs have disappeared.

¢+ Inshort, tourism creates jobs, 6,000 for every
<percent increase in that market, and the auto in-
“dustry loses jobs.

¢ And while state leaders have developed a plan
tfor economic diversification and stability, its
4 proponents still give tourism only a passing nod.

4 @ Despite the fact that tourism brings in $13
«biilion annually, the state allecates only about

Esm million te make this major industry run.

ICHIGAN'S stepsister industry, tourism,
needs to be put on the front burner

Speak out

Don’t bypass school forums

Public feedback is great. But for it to
be useful, it must be informed.
Providing information is the purpose
of the three town meelings.

THE MIDDLE school subgroup also will con-
sider the key question of whether students from
one middle school should feed into the same high
school, or whether they should be divided among
the three high schools.

The clementary subgroup also will study
whether to build a new westside school, whether
to close a schoo! on the east side, and current and
projected transportation costs.

It will take a hard look at current and future
attendance boundaries, which have been juggled
in recent years to meet a spurt of new young
families in Farmington Hills.

Given the potential for straining friendships,
dividing neighborhoods, causing long bus rides
and distupting learning palterns, we've long ar-
gued that redistricting should not be an annual
autemn rite,

SUBGROUP FINDINGS will form the basis
for the advisory conumittee’s January recom-
mendations to the school board. The board plans
to make a decision by March,

Clearly, the school board is going out of ils
way to gel residents involved at the grass-roots
level. That opportunity should be exploiled to the
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Tap council hopefuls
for Hills board seats

THE ULTIMATE decision mak-
ers, the voters, have spoken.

Next Monday, the four winners
from thls Tuesday's Farmington
Hills City Council election will be
sworn in.

But that doesn't mean the five
losers should be cast aside and for-

gotten.

Let's put them to wark.

Much was made this past year
aboul a lack of appllcants the mayor
could draw from to flll scats on
Farmington HIlIs' 20 boards and

fullest.

Show up and speak out. But have a basis for
what you're saying.

Don't rely on vague Impressions of what might
happen or what might work. Don't waste your
time and the time of the subgroup members.

Do your homework if you expect the citizens
advisory committee and its subgroups lo do
theirs.

Together. . .

Suburbs can lure tourist dollars

Suburban leaders must form a
coalition to aggressively deal with

It’s casy to say the mayor should
have no trouble fllling the seats
when drawing from a poal of §8.000
residents, many well educated and
widely expericnced.

BUT THIS Is the same city that
few

for the largely unpald positions.

Applicant names have come in
with greater regularity since news
coverage about vacant positions be-
gan to spread the word.

Still, where else than among the
other council contenders could you
so readily find dedleated resldents,

eagerly willing to serve their com-
munity?

A March council resolution au-
thorized the mayor to query resi
dents serving on more than one
board or commission about which
they would prefer to serve on after
the carliest expiration of one of their
terms.

The idea is 10 use a broader spec-
trum of citizens . . ., thereby, utiliz-
Ing a greater amount of talent and
ability . . . according to the resolu-
tion.

1 DIDN'T agree with that resolu-
tion because 1 felt overlap could be
accomplished through mayoral dili-
gence in recommending  appoint-
ments. That would leave open the
option of leuting the same person

Farmington readers’ forum
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wear 1wo hats if circumstanees war-
ranted.

1 thought limiting the number of
consceutive terms would prevent a

ion but still let well-quali
fied folks share their insight with the
community when there's a dearth of
applicants for a specialized position.

1 didn’'t understand the “one per-
son-onc position” premise when the
roles of the boards and commissions
vary so much and some meet only
infrequenily. There's not much room
for empire building, particularly
since the council has final say over
much board and commission action.

But given the councll approved the
resolution and the mayor must
search even harder to turn up quali-
ficd appointees, why not Jook to the
other council candidates?

Surely, two or three or more from
among them would be qualified to
fill board or commission seats that
open n the coming year.

Let's query them and Inciude their
names among other board or com-
mission applicants. If they ran for
the city council, it's likely they'd
leap at the chance to serve Farming-
tan Hills in another capacity.

tourism. By working and plannii
together, the clout can be
developed to bring those valuable
dollars being spent in other
regions of the country by the
Japanese, West Germans, British
and Canadians.

® Despite the fact that more than a quarter of
a million people are p in 's

Keep ticketing
city speeders

To the editor:

Hooray, the police are doing some-
thing about the speeding In down-
town Farmington on Grand Rlver,

As a longtime resident, It is be-

travel Industry, tourism has been relegated to
being a bureau within the commerce depart-
menl.

® Despite the fact that for every percent in-
crease in travel business, an additional $125 mil-
lion in direct travel expendltures and $10 millien
in state revenue would be ralsed, Michigan has
spent more for bridges we don't need and re-
search projects the results of which are certainly
questionable.

Unfortunately, the suburbs have left it up to
the state and city of Detroit interests to launch
the marketing efforts and take on the responsi-
bility of bullding this very important industry.

Even worse, suburban efforts have been weak,
disorganized and woefully underfunded.

Tn truth, the suburbs share very little in the
planning and execution of major tourism initia-
tives,

One can only wonder if suburban civic leaders
comprehend the significance of developing and
monitoring a planned program to cultivate this
fertile economic ground.

From the lack of concerted and coordinated
effort, we can only doubt it.

akland and
ayne counties
ave a growing
umber of hotels.
ne recently
pencd hotel is
he Radisson Pla-
a at Town Cen-
er in Southfield
picture is of
cale model).
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coming lble to get out onto
Grand River from any slde street.
No one pays any allenllen to the
speed lmits, Drlvers come roaring
through from Halsted and never
slow ‘down. Let's make Farmington
known for speed control and maybe
speeders will go away,
Keép up the good work. More tlck-
ets to speeders!
: M. Theobald,
Farmington

New trial
is my right

To the edltor:

‘This letter Is [n regard to an artis
cle by Observer staff writer Casey
Hans.

On March 3, 1887, T was convicted
of assault with intent to commit
maurder in the fall 1985 shooting of a
securlty guard at a Farmington Hills

arcade.

Sgt. Charles Nebus of the Farm-
ington Hills Police Department
said, "I would be very disappolnted
{f we had (o try the case agaln. 1
would feel very bad for the victim
and his family Lo have to endure the

Stove Barpaby managing editor

Oick lsham gencral manager

Rich Perlberg assistani managing edior

trauma of another trlal.”

When Nebus says “another trial,”
ne ls referring to a possible retrial in
my behalf, the reason belng, I wisk
to exercise my constitutional right 1a
a fair trlal by jury.

To rehut the comments made by
Sgt. Nebus, I wlll say that 1 would
very definitely be disappointed if 1
were not granted a new (ria) and
that 1 find It very traumatic to have
to endure the degenerative, immoral
lifestyle of prison, as I am not guilty
of this crime.

1 am currently housed in the Mich.
igan Department of Correctlons and
any further delay in this matter will
only serve to prejudice me and my
right to a falr trial.

Paul Dober,
Livonia

Community
wins thanks

To the editor:

Thanks to all you wonderful mer-
chants and business people of the
Farmington area for all the great
door prizes you donmated for the
handicapped children.

Your generosity and kindness
made this party a blg success. Alsoa
thank you to the Elks brothers and
Vivlans for caring and sharing.

God Bless cach and everyone of

you.

May your children and grandchil
dren be blessed with good health al-
‘ways, This was held al the Farming-
ton Elks Lodge.

Bonole Musselman,
Farmington
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Nice article
most helpful

To the cdltor:

‘Thank you for publishing the nlce
artlete about Sister Tgnatius and the
beneflt which was given In honor of
her 80th birthday.

1 was delighted with the coverage
and I am sure that the publlcity was
most helpful In making it a success-
ful event.

‘There was a nice turnout, which,
of course, provides the Sisters of
Mercy in Farmington Hills with a
substantial base to Invest for their
scholarshlp fund. They are most ded-
leated women and do a great job of
training young women,

You were most gracious in re-
sponding to my request. I am sure
that Sister Ignatius deeply appreci-
ates your interest. Thank you for ev-
erything.

Willingness
appreciated

To the editor: '
‘Thank you for the artlcle on learn-
ing disabilities, which appeared In -
the Oct. 12 issuc of the Farmington
Observer,
We appreciate your willingness to
help educate the public in this area.
Dlane Sands, publieity,
Michigan Assoclatlon
far Children with
Learnlog Disabllitics

Cornmunications Corp.
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