Corporate life called strain o

AP — ( Is

American businesses into o survival
mentality that is damaging familles
and communitics, accordIng (o a re-
port called “The State of Families.”
Researcher R. Blorton Darrow
said In a Washington news confer-

ence that pressures to make profits,”

fend off Lakcovers and battle market
competition will erode corporate so-

cial

His report was prepared for Fami-
Iy Service Amerlea, an organization
af 290 local non-profit family-ser-
vlce agencles across the natlon.

The Unlted States is one of the few
nations without a formal govern-
ment policy on famllies, Darrow
sald, and In the current changing
economy (here s no longer even

agreement on what consiitutes a
family,

WITH GROWING divorce and re-
marrtage, the Unlted States is mov-
ing from a nation in which parents
had many chlldren to one In which
children have many parents, he said.
This results In dlfferent nceds and
pressures for famllles,

Chamber to start petition

The State Chamber of Commerce
wiil start a petltion drive to place
the Accldent Fund of Michlgan ques-
tlon before Michigan voters in No-
vember 1988,

The board of directors also reaf-
firmed Its support for Independent
operatlon of the Accldent Fund, the
stale’s targest carrler of workers'
compensation Insurance.

The Accldent Fund has been in
conflict with state officials over its
stalus since 1976, when Altorney
General Frank J. Kelley ruled it a
state agency, contradicting previous
oplnlons.

The fund was created by faw In
1812 when the first workers’ comp
law was passed and privale insurers
;m]id no experience ratings in the
ield.

“THE STATE Chamber belicves
that in order to avold unfair compe-
titlon with the private sector, the Ac-
cident Fund should remain an inde.
pendent organlzation or be permilt-
ted to become a mutual insurance
company,” sald the chamber’s reso-
lution.

“If the Accldent Fund has accu-
mulated a surplus, we think the sur-

plus should be returned Lo the fund’s
policyholders.

“We are opposed to additonal
state-ordered rate decrcases be-
cause further intervention by state
government in an already competi-
tive market is unwarranted.”"

The statc Senate in March passed
a bill to clarify the private company
status of the Accident Fund. 1t Is
stalled In o House committee,

MEANWIIILE, the state Court of
Appeals In October issued a stay of
enforcement of a Ingham Circuit
Court ruling th at held the Accldent
Fund to be a state agency.

While In past years many corpora-
tions developed a sense of soclal re-
sponsibllity In dealing with their em-
ployees and the communities where
they operated, this is often no longer
possible, Darrow said, .

Today the pleture is one of mas-
sive layoffs, plant closlngs, transfer
of jobs overscas and middle-man-
agement changes, reducing the qual-

drive

Frank Nerat, Accident Fund as-
sistant manager and general coun-
sel, said he appreclated the state
chamber's action calling for a voter
petition drive.

“The Accldent Fund has been op-
erating as a successful private irsur-
ance company since 1912, and a
state takeaver of the Accldent Fund
would be detrlimental to the insur-
ance industry in our state because
the state would be in the Insurance
business and at the same Lime, regu-
lating other jnsurance companies —
clearty a conflict of interest,” sald
Neral.
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n families

ity of work life, he sald.

Darrow said the trends ereate fear
among managers, who arc restruc-
turing business Into a “lean and
mean” situatlon that reduces the re-
sources avallable tu promote cm-
ployec and family loyalty to the
company.

‘THIS 15 compounded by the nced
for many women to enier careers
and 1o balance job and family, he

<
3
2

sald, but child-care facilities ar
tacking. -

He predicted a result will be in
creasing pressure for the institatloh
of comparative work pay scales’
coming years. "

*This Is guing to be the hot issue ¢t
the 1990s,” he sald, stressing this ef
fort to raise pay for women will bé-
comne a major family policy quey
tion. :
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Cut deficit more,

OUTRAGEOUS
Chrysler VP says o

OUTERWEAR

It will take a budget defleit cut of
$100 bllllon — not the $23 billion
Caongress and the president are talk-
ing about — *te cenvince the world
that we're serious about” solving our
economic problems, Chrysier Corp.
vice chalrman Robert S. Miller sald,

Speaking to a reglonal conference
of business students in Novl, Miller
noted that the only ways to reduce
the budget deficit are to reduce
spending and raise taxes.

“Nobody likes higher taxes and
fewer government programs, but un-
il we [ace up to the Inevitable, we'll
contlnue to be stuck with (he intoler-
able,” he added.

Miller noted that Americans —
publle, private and corporate — are

more than $7 trillion in debt, “nearly
$35,000 for every man, woman and
child in America, We're consuming
more than we're producing and bor-
rowing like there’s no tomorrow.

“The stock market finally woke up
to this, and all hell broke leose,” he
sajd. “The days of paper profits —
and the ‘feel good’ times they
fostered — are over.”

Miller atso calted for a reform of
the tax code, and sald “somcone
ought to show a little courage for a
change and propose shifting the na-
tional tax burden from producers lo
consumers through some form of a
consumption tax. That's the way It's
done in every other industrialized
nation.”
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Always 20% to 50% OFF!

Use Qur Layaway+ Liberal Return Policy
Slzes - Newborn to 14 Boys & Girls
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875-71 “A TRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC"

BECHSTEIN & BOSENDORFER

“Prices subject to
change without notice.
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at Smiley Brothers.

DON'T
REPLACE...

« FREE ESTIMATES

KITCHEN CABINETS?
‘REFACE
MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES
FOAMICA

Solid Colors
and Wpodgraln

SERVING WAYNE, OAKLAND & MACOMB
+«FACTORY SHOWROOM

1842 E. 11 Mile Rd., Madison Hgts.
1Block W. of Dequindre  Daily 9-5, Sun, 10-4

" Cabinet Clad...541-5

SOLID WOODS
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and Blrch
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getitall done before the holidays
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Offer ends November 15th.
Badspreads and Shades onlyl
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(O’ Christmas
You Season of Childlike Delight
Fairlane Florist Invites You To

A Holiday Open House To Benefit
Children’s Hospital Of Michigan.

GRAND PIANOS ::;?uy-nd River+ Downtown Farmington 2602 N. Woodwar . .
) - . 12-5¢ . 10-6¢ Fri, 10+ at 12 Mllo Rd, Uon Tae met 2eristim H
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Adjacent to English Gardens

NE FLORIST

West Bloomfield 6370 Orchand Lake R, N, of Mapled 7 851204 Dearborn Hts, 22602 Fond Rl ta Queer Db 7 3038133
Clinton Township 41850 Garfiehd R tar Hall Rl 2 Miles East of Lakenidk Mall 7 263.350

: 3l in 63 communties thavghout the Many area, -
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