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Cagers in playoffs

Donna O'Brian searches for a teammate to
* take a pass during North Farmington's gamo
at Plymouth Canton in the first round of the
Western Lakes ployotfs Tuesday. Tho Raid-
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ers lost the game 71-35. Canton's Heather
Miller (14) tries to avoid committing a foul.
See Page 2D for game story.

By Dan O'Meara
staft wrlter

“It was a great scason," ceach
Glenn Bruchan told his Farmington
Harrison soccer players.

The most successful seasen In
school history carried the Hawks all
the way to the Class B semifinals in
Oxtford, where it ended Wednesday
night with a 4-3 loss to East Grand
Rapids.

Harrlson, the last Wesiern Lakes
Activitles Assoclatlon team to exit
from the fournaments, finished with
2 12-6-2 recard,

The Ploncers, also enjoying their
best year, are 18-3-1 and will meet
Mount Clemens Lutheran North, a 1-
0 winner over Richland Gull Lake in
the other semifinal, for the state
championship at 2:30 p.m. Saturday
at Bloomficld Hills Andover High
School.

“It's been a tremendous year,”
Bruchan said. “We won threc games
In overtime (during the district and
regionat tournaments), and they
showed a lot of character in those
three.

“That was a real accomplishment,
and they should be proud.of It. I
know Iam."

F had been a

soccer

THE HAWKS played from behind
most of the night, but they had a
chance to send yet another game
Into overtime In the final seconds.

Harrlson trailed 4-2 since carly in
the second half, and it looked Iike the
score would remain that as the EGR
defense consistently cleared the ball
from {ts end and denied the Hawks
many scoring oppertunitles.

Providing a further hindrance was
the fact the last 14 minutes were
played in a steady rain, sometimes a
downpour, that made the field slick
and created another obstacle for
Harrison.

But Bruehan’s bunch began press-
ing late In the game, and Cralg Bai-
ley cut the deficit to one with two
minutes left.

TO THE right of the goal, Balley
steadied himself on the wet field
while struggling agalnst gravity ta
malntaln control, He dld and flred
the ball into the EGR net.

“You could tell ke just wanted that

long enough in

Hawks battle to end,
but lose in semifinals

goal, and the flrst one he scored was
a rocket, too,” Bruchan said of a
{irst-half goal that tied the score at

2.2,

The Hawks kept the pressure on
EGR, and Bailey dropped the ball
squarely in {ront of the Pioneer goal
on a throw-in from the corner with
less than 20 seconds to play. There
was a franifc scramble for posses-
sion, and a teammate got off a shot.
Hl the last-gasp effort was wide
efl.

“It’s a game of Inches,” Bruehan
sald. “That last one was just six
inches off.”

EGR jumped In front 2.0, but Thi-
crry Bersot and Bailey pulled the
Hawks even, Mark Manlon beat a de-
fender 1-on-1 to give the Pioncers a
3-2 halftime lead, and Dick Hillary's
second goal, this one off a penalty
kick at 34:24 in the second half, gave
the Pioneers a two-goal advantage.

THE BAWKS also got a chance to
score on a penalty kick, but EGR
goalkeeper Brian Bolen dived to stop
Bailey's shot Just inside the right

1,

post.

“You can’t take anythlng away
from Lhelr goalkeeper; he won the
game for them,” Bruchan said.

Falcons take regional title

girls eross country.

The Falcons flnally finlshed on top Saturday when
they won the Class A reglonal at Roya! Oak Kimball.

Catholte League champlon Farmington Hills Mercy
was runner-up In the regional and also will take Its
team to Saturday’s state meet. N

“We've been excluded from {lrst place in ail these blg
meets a)l year,” Farmington coach John Barrett sald.
“So this i3 the first time we sorta put our act together.”

‘The Falcons peaked at last year's regional, and Bar-
rett had been hoping all scason his team would do the
same again.

FOR THE most part, Farmington did, with an over-
whelming performance by sophomore Amy Trunk leagd-

girls cross country

ing the way. She captured first-place honors with her
best time of the seasan, 19;50.

‘Trunk was only 14 seconds off the school record of
19:38, which belongs to teammate Bonnle Stecker, who
posted that time at last year's stale meet. Stecker ran
rzzgrz‘bﬁt time of the season and was third overall at

“Amy seems to really get charged up for the blg
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Allen Park to provide
opposition for Hawks

By Dan O'Meara
stalt wrlter

1f Allen Park football coach Ed
Bellas is correct, Saturday's first
round playoff game between his
Jaguars and Farmington Harrison
could be a “defensive coordinator’s
nightimare,”

‘The Hawks, who finished the reg-
ular season 81, will take on un-
defeated Allen Park at 1:30 p.m.
Saturday in Class B actlon, The
Jaguars earncd the home-field ad-
vantage by virtue of their sccond-
place finish in Reglon 4.

The top four teams In cach re-
glon qualify for post-season play,
,with No. 3 playing host 10 No. 4 and
the Nos. 2 and 3 teams sguaring
off. In the other game, Monroe
Catholic Central plays dMonroe Jef-
{erson.

Harrison and Allen Park boast
high-powered, blghly productive
offenses, and Bellas anticipates a
high-scoring contest. Both teams
have scored more than 300 points
In nine games.

“How do you hold down (wo ex-
plosive teams?” Bellas asked.

IIE CALLED Harrison coach
Johin Elerrington, with his offensive

* traps, passes, qulek pitches and
sweeps, s a “defensive coordina-
tor's nightmare.” But he added his
offensive shot-caller, Ron Pascuz-
2, the former Lincoln Park head
coach, will give Harrison's defen-
sive coordinator seme nightmares,

toa, .

Rut Bellas sald hls tcam can
meet the challenge of preparing
for all that Harrison will throw at
itin one week.

“My defensc is a basic defense,
and we've been doing a lot of
things. putting in a lot of things, all
year.” be said.

Rut offense Is Allen Park's
strength, and the offense's ability
to jump un teams quickly look
pressure off the defense. The Jag-
uars have never been behind In
game. and the first-team offense
has played in only 28 of a possible
38 quarters, never in the fourth,

“The defense has never had to

football

one of the best backs his coaching
staff has seen.

JASKOWSKI moves around In
various formatlons and Is often
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used asa back. Usual-
ly, wherever he Is opponents can
count on the ball belng there, too,
one neutral observer noted.

While averaglng less than 10 car-
rics a game, Jaskowskk has rushed
for 1,056 yards, and he has more
than 1,600 yards when return yard-
age is added In. He has used his 4.5

speed to score 18 touchdowns and -

is a threat on kickoff and punt re.
turns, having returned scveral of
cach for scores.

.*f think thelr quarterback s a
good passer, although: we haven't
seen him throw that much,” sald
Herrington of the two times Harrl-
son has scouted the Jaguars.

Quarterback John Leverton (8-1,

185) has completed over 50 percent
of his passes and reportedly has
thrown for over 800 yards. Chris

carry the load,” Bellas sald, “be-
cause we scored so carly in games.
The defense didn't get that much
experience out there, but they're
golng to get it Saturday."

BOTH TEAMS llke the big play
for the quick score, and Allen Park
Is known to use trick plays and
gimmlckry,

“They have a lot of formations
and try to confuse you with unbal-
anced lines; they try to outflank
you," Herrington said. “It wh! take
a lot of work on defense this week
to adjust.”

Herrington doesn't share his
counterpart's vislon of a wide-open
affensive dual, however. He might
have more reason to belleve thede-
{enses will have a say since the
Hawks have allowed only half the
polnts (47} Allen Park has (82).

“Both teams have scored a lot of
polnts, but in the playalls defenses
tend to dominate,” Herrington sald.
“It won't be a 50-40 ballgame.”

The key player for the Jaguars is
all-purpose back John Jaskowskl
(6:0, 175), whom Herrington sald Is
a definlte All-State prospect and

6-0, 175) Is Lhe real wor-
khorse at tailback and has several
three-TD games, and fullback Mike
Kilburg (6-0, 210) is used mostly as
a blocklng back, Center Greg
Campbell {3 considered (he team's
best lineman.

“They have good solld kids,”
Herrington sald. “They have 11 or
12 who are real good football play-
ers."”

THE HAWKS have tried to play
two-platoon football, which could
provide an edge, Herrington sald,
but he added, “We've won a lot of
games playlng guys both ways.”

Injuries and illnesses have
forced some Harrison players to
play two ways. Bul offensive tac-
kles Jim Addls and Erin Reinsmith
could be back In uniform. Full-
backs Rob Bruhn and Rich Esker,
both of whom missed the Western
Lakes champlonship game with
John Glenn two weeks ago, are
bezlihy again.

This year’s team compares well
with other Harrison ballclubs and
Is as balanced as any the Hawka
have had, Herrington satd.
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