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Awe inspiring
‘American Cicero’ talks economics

1T WAS S0 warm and Indian
summerish on the afiernoon of our
recent electlon day that Russel]
Amos Kirk arrived bareheaded on
the campus of the University of De-
trolt where the 69-year-old author
and scholar was scheduled as guest
Jecturer.

This was just as well, for in the
Klirk household at Mecosta up in the
belly of Michigan’s lower peninsula
It must be confusing for wife An-
nette 10 know which attlre to lay out
dajly for a hushand known variously
as historian, political cconomlst,
critic, blographer, novelist, essayist,
Journalist, distinguished professor,
debater, teller of ghost stories, Mich-
Igan's forcmost man of letters and
“The American Cicero."

This time the humld lecture hall
would hear him speak on “'John Mar-
shatl and the Coming of the Corpora-
tlon: The Constitution Changes the

~a A5-minut

discourse that left this listener in
awe at how one maa so small of stat-
ure can know so doggone much,

Supposedly, an inteligent reader-
ship such as this recognlzes the name
of John Marshall as one of the most
famous of all American judges, hav-
ing served as chlef justice of the
United States from 1801 untll his
death in 1835.

“LIVELY DISTURBANCES In the
stock markets during October suffl-
ciently reminded most of us of how
over the huge industrial
and commercial corporations have
come lo dominate the economy
worldwide here-at the end of the
20th century,” the Plymouth-barn
Kirk told an intent audience of stu-
dents, faculty and this one Interloper
from off the street.

Midway in his remarks, this eru-
dite historian ripped llsteners by
saying, “We find ourselves in the
small, tow-domed chamber of the
United States Supreme Court in the
Capitol on March 16, 1818, Justice
Marshall is announcing the court’s
declsion iIn the case of Fletcher vs.
Peck.”

(For your cdlflcatton, the Georgla
Leglslature had revoked tand grants
previously Issued, some land having
already been sold to new owners who
argued that by revoking the grants
Geaorgia had interfered with a lawful
contract.)

*The greal chief justice was a slo-
venly ungalnly, humorous, loveable
man. Except for his marvelous cyes,

through
bifocals

Fred
DeLano

to call him uncouth was fattering.
On the bench he malntalned the fed-
cralist cause. His arguments and lit-
erary talents had baifted Jelfersoni-
ans.

In the case of Fletcher vs. Peck,

the Supreme Court’s power to de-
clare leglslatlon unconstitutional,
and that a corporate charter Is a
contract to be protected by law that
set apattern for generations tocome.

“The Constitution of the United
States has made possible our present
cconomle pattern, even though that
pattern is not at all what most of the
framers expected would come to
pass in thls country. Nowhere in the
Constitution are joint stock compa-
nics, let alone corporations, specifi-
cally mentloned,” sald Kirk.

“PROTECTIONS AND privileges
! d corpo-

Marshall had found the opp
to expound his fundamental doctrine
of the soverelgnty of the American
nation as represented in the federal
government, :
“WITHOUT DISSENT (rom hls
collcagues, Marshall had found that
contracts, out of soclal necessity,
must be enforced, and property pro-
tected agalnst encroachments; that
the rescinding of the land grants was
unconstltutlonal under Artlele I, Sec-
tlon 10 of the C for the

of an

ratlons are derlved from Artlcle 1,
Sectlon 10 and Its clause prohiblting
the several states from passing any
law Impalring the obligation of con-

tracts,

“It was Chlef Justice John Mar.
shall who appiled the contract clause
to corporations even when those cor-
porallons came Into confllet with a
state government and who In certain
of his decislons afforded commercial

statps as well as citizens were bound
by the contract clause. It was one of
the great landmark declsions.”
1t was Marshall’s beliel in a strong
federal government, his broad inter-
pretation of federal powers prevail-
- ing over state powers in case of con-
flict, his doctrine that it was within

jons the shelter and refuge
of the federal courts. The growth of
industrial and mercantlle corpora-
tions in America is related to Mar-
shall’s rullngs.”

‘That wasn't all of the lecture, of
course, If you wish to hear it all, 'l
be happy to loan you the complete
tape.
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A day to remember
virtues of peace

VETERANS DAY IS pretty tame
stulf nowadays, Sure you might have
seen @ ceremony or two — u gather-
Ing at Westland's Vietnam Memori-
al, a ceremony at Livonla's Veterans
Park — but that's about it. Not much
else. :

Alter all, it's been a long time
since the United States has been at
war, officlally anyhow. -

For veterans It has become a day
of quict reflection in an otherwise
busy workday. You know, a remlnd-
er that pops into the head after hear-
Ing a reference to Veterans Day on
the radio.

“Jecz, that's right, It Is today,”
muses a veteran as his car flies
down the expressway to another day
on the jeb. His mind goes back for
just a second, a name, a face, an in-
cident {lashes into the mind's eye.
Then, just as quickly, that remem-
brance fades as another car cuts in
front of him and he rejoins reality.

THAT EVENING another remind-
cr as the evening news shows the en-
tourage of veterans dressed in jungle
fatigues, shivering in the cold, as
they huddle around Lhe Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, the wall, in Wash.
Ington, D.C,

At night, crawling Into bed, he lles
awake and thinks for a minute or
1wo, before falling asleep, about that
time so many years ago when he was
young and the world was suffering a

But today we know the
really great people are
the poets, painters and
physicians who have
made the world a
better place in which
to live.

violent eonvulsion.

As you drove by a cemetery, you
may have spotted a widow, standing
alone over a marker, placing flo-
wers, taking a moment 10 remember
when her life was full of love and
happlness with the man who was her
veteran,

You also may find yourself sitting
next {0 a woman at work you never
knew was a veteran at all, but who
spent an important part of her life in
the midst of a traditionally male

pursuit where women's contributions
are hardly ever recognized.

BUT IF you're like most Ameri-
cans, you just won't remember at
all. And that's probably the best re-
membrance of all.

America, despite [ts history of in-
volvement in war, wants 10 be dil-
Ierent. It wants 10 stop fighting with
enemies real and imagined. It would
rather 1alk the problem out than
light it out.

It's a part of our nature that we've
suppressed for far teo long. But it
also is a part of the American psyche
that seems to be coming 16 the fore-
front.

We've finally reached an uspe
where many of the younger genera-
tion really believe that war is an ex-
pensive waste, in terms of both smon-
ey and lives.

The war generations of America
grew up on the glories of miltary
conflict, We were taught that it was
the generals of the great armies. the
Alexanders, Napoleons and Pation.,
who were to be admired.

But today we know the red!
great people are the poets, painte
and physicians who have made the
world a better place in which to liv

War truly is a ridiculous pu .
guided by men who fear to take the
more difficult route = the path to
peace,

Star Wars: It’s about peace, says general

ALL HE WAS saylng was give
peace a chance.

Tall, fit, finely chiseled features,
straight-as-an-arrow posture, he was
talking peace, or "preventing war,”
as he put it.

] belleve there Is a point of time
that any war ceuld be averted,” he
sald. “Wouldn't it be better (o save
1lves than to avenge them?”

He also talked about the insanity
of nuclear arsenals. There are at
Jeast 8,000 warhcads almed at

, American targets, which is triple the
number needed,

He should know. The speaker was
not a misplaced protester of an ear-
ller decade. Nor was he a llberal
congressman the de-

Rich
Perlberg

urbs for its weekly luncheons, (A to-
tally unrelated aside here: Of the
more than two dozen people at the
head table, there was one woman,
one black man and the rest were
white men. So how is business at the
Equal Employment Opportunity
Corlession'.')

I A

haps the most expensive and most
controverslal military undertaking
in history.

LT. GEN. James Abrahamson
doesn't llke the name Star Wars. He
prefers the rea) name: the Strategic
Delense Initiative. It's about peace,
he said, not war: it's nat fictional ei-
ther, it's “'very, very real ™

A spoke Monday at the

fonse budget. He was an Air Force
lieutenant gencral whose job since
April 1984 has been to direct per-

didn't exist, the
military should have Inveated him.
He is a public relatlons dream: the
pleture of charm, grace, competence
and, as Garrlson Kelllor would say,
the type of man who has the courage
10 do the things that need to be done.
1 was so taken by him that [ couldn't
get angry when he gently put the
blame for the “badly misunder.

sto0d™ Star Wars program on those
media blackguards (my word. not

s).

THE STRATEGIC Defense Initia-
tive, said General Abe, is a tribute to
President Reagan’s vision to change
the nature of defense from mutually
assured destruction (thcy won't try
10 blow us up because even if they
succeed, we'll blow them up in re-
turn) to a defensive mechanism that
makes nuclear warheads obsolete
and Impotent (his words, not mine).

The danger of mutually assured
defense, said the general, is that
there is no guarantee that someone,
somewhere might not still push the
button, "The tragedy is that we can-

not stop one warhead aimed at this
nation,” he warned.

But can Star Wars do any better”
The general waltzed around thit
question, dismissing critics  wro
claim that the system is prohibitve-
Iy expensive even if it works, whict,,
they say, it probably won't, Thais
why we have research, he said
even Einstein was correct about v+
erything this werds, not mine).

President Reagan's idea of
fense s not original. There 1
ready one other country, said
general, that can stop nuclear w.
heads.

“That is the Seviet Union. i
said. “They believe in defense.”

Troy Hilton before the
Club of Detroit, which periodically
makes tentative forays into the sub-
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Sale limited to stock on

How to avoid boredom in your bedroom.

A warm and cozy down comforter, luxurious cotton sheets and
comforter . covers, a handsome brass bed loaded with sleep and
_decorative pillows, a comforting wool pad or a snuggly featherbed.

Come to the Scandia Down Shop of Birmingham for quality, service
and everything you need for an exciting new bedroom. One of our best
white goose down comforters - the Aerie® is on sale now at 30% OFF.
Egyptian cotton covering. 10 year warranty.

Reg. Price
3295
£330
1425
3500
hand. 50 units.

New arrivals - all wool and cotton blankets. Seandia Down S!lop
of Birmingham
255 S, Woodward (Entrance on Brown St.)

313-258-6670

Mon.Fri. 10-5; Thurs, 10-9; Sat. 10-5:30

Sale Price
206
1231
297
357

Court her with diamonds.

Tennis Bracclet. Naw in thre

our exquisite graduated diamond necklace. $4500.
And our dazzling carrings, $1350.

OUR TENNIS BRACELET,
MATCHING NECKLACE
AND EARRINGS.

PRESENT HER WITH THIS SEASON'S SNMASH HIT!

stone

A simply smashing cnsemble,
all in 14k yellow gold.

charles w. WARREN

starting with our exceptio
sizes, from $3500. Add

al
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