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eration of Americans,
on Is Miss America.

Forty-two years after she wore
the naltonal beavty erown, the tall,
sy brunette is still casily the
T recognizable  former  Miss
Awerieit ever, by name or by face,
Mhllions have followed her career in
<kow business and polities as well as
e personal wo

Hut winning t| W in 1945 — at
1 ttme when American soldiers who
mught against th A7is were Tee
wrning from war — was a trial for
her She was barred from the hospl-
ral room of an ampttee by his
mther who “He lost his
eps for Je v wis banned from
ippearing at a lub because
uf restrictions.

Ta a
Hoss M,

Not so, Monday, when Myerson
was greeted by an overflow crowd at
the 35th annua) Jewish Book Fair at
the Jewish C Center In

Instcad the pair concentrated on
the life of Bess Myerson as autlined
In the book, a history of the years

West Bloomiteld, The speech had to
be delayed until a separate room
could be set up with closed eircult
television so everyone could sce and
hear. .

With her was author/playwright/
film critie Susan Dworkin. The two
have collaborated on a book, “Mlss
America, 1945 — Bess Myerson's
Own Story.”

THOSE WHO CAME to hear an
explanation of her current troubles,
an indictmient on conspiracy to bribe
charges, were disappointed.

Bess Myerson has been “muzated
by the judge.” and Dworkin has been
“gagged by the lawyers,” Dworkin
cxplained.

s g the pageant and her year
as Miss America, “Youw'll find the
rest In volumes, two, three, four and
five,” Myerson qulpped,

Dworkin and Myerson have much
in common, Both are Jowish, New
York liberals interested In music.
But Myerson, Dworkin sald, is a
beauty queen who belleves the
pageant helpful to young womcn,
while Dworkin, ncarly 20 years
younger, Is a f{eminist.
across a great distance,” she said,
bringing dlfferent points of view toa
combination blography/autoblogra-

phy.

1n 1945, it Is said Myerson was the
second nost famous American Jew,
next to Albert Elnstein, The first and
only Jewish Miss America was se-
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tected at 2 unlque time in American
history for women, Dworkin began,
“In between Rosle the Riveter and
the the Happy Housewlfe of the

S,

MYERSON TALKED of her early
life in the Sholom Alelchem apart.
ments in the Bronx. With 250 Jewish
families in a four-story high com-
plex, “we were insulated,” Mycrson
said. *“The whole world was Jewish.
We were safe.”

Her father was a house painter,
proud of his professlon. Her mother,
a beautiful woman saddened by the
death of her only son. “She was
determined her three daughters
would succeed,” Myerson sald. Each
became a concert musleian.

“She didn't know Bach from boo-
gle-woagic,” Myerson sald, “but as
we practiced from (ke kltchen, we
would hear, ‘wrong!’

Myerson's entry Into the world of
the beauty queen was the result of a
push by her sister, Sylvia, who first
entered her Into a Ginger Rogers
lookallke contest to sce how the con-
tests were run. She lost but entered
another contest in New York that
paved the way for Allantic Clty.

The 1945 Miss America contest,
for the first time ever, offered a
$5,000 scholarship, and Myerson, a
Hunter College student, desperately
wanted to buy a baby grand plano.
That motivation was important,
Dworkln added.

As it became apparent that Myer-
son had a chance to win, she was
advised Lo change her name to Betly
Merrick. She refused. “Nobody's
going to know it's me, Bessie, whose
mother brings the soup to the nelgh.
bors,” she protested.
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ess Myerson tells story of her life

was In the forefront, Myerson sald;
“I think people dldn't want me to
win. I never fell safe again.” .
But Jews did want her to win. "
They walted In humbers outside the-
conlest studlos, she sald, “They said,
“You have 1o win. You have to show
Jews can win something.” B
“In 43 years I've gone from being-
cveryone's daughter, to everyone's
slster, to everyone's mother,” Myer-
son sald,
“Being Jewlsh is the most import-
ant thing [n my llfe. I've had many
carcers, Being Jewlsh has sustained
me. We arc all a sisterhood.”

DEss RYERSONS OWI
 8Y SUSAN DWORKIN.

Myerlor{ and Susan

Bess
Dworkin combined to write
the story of America's best.
known Miss America.

Cable lauded

Continued from Page 8 .
that cable television should be in-
volved in,” Whitman sald. .

“J¢ was nlce they got the numbers
as early as they did. I think there
was a lot of interest generated, You
knew how people were doing,” he
continued.

WHETHER THE next local clec-
tion will be covered from the televi-
ston studio or [rom the city halls is
undecided, Coverage was moved to
the cable studlo “to Iron out techn- -
cial problems,” Whitman sald.

“We recclved some complaints
that we weren't live from eity hall.
They felt it would have been a litlle
more convenlent,” he continued.

Also yet 10 be declded is whether
Channel 12 staff should provide cov<,
erage for next year's presidential
electlon. “That question has been ™
raised before, I'm not sure it is as °
necessary. We don't care to be In.

peti with the big
statlons,” he said,
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