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Editor’s outlook: cheek

By Rich Porlbarg
statf writer

Tina Brown can be a cheeky sort,
1he type of woman once described as
the Joan Crawford of journalism.

_She can edit a cheeky magazine,
one that can “cover the glamorous”
without losing a “sense of skepti-
dsm.*

; She can also be successfut in a
hurry. At 34 she had been editor ofa
r:c)uvcna&cd Vanity Fair for three

gears, bringing lts circvlation well
over the haif.-mllilon mork and fre-
quently making the magazinc and’Its
contents a source of storles in other
publicatlons.

Brown talked about the celebrities
that make and grace the pages of
Vanity Falr Monday night at the Bir-
mingham Theatre as part of the Talk
of the Town series to benefit the
Michigan Opera Theatre.

A pollte if not overly large audl-
ence seemed mostly to be admirers

of the magazine and Its buslness-
woman-mather-wife editor.

Some, however, were dissatisfied
wlth the magazine’s directlon.

NOT BROWN. She thinks her
magazline has never been better now
that it has convinced skeptlcs that it
Is here to stay.

Now, she sald, the magazine Is
coverlng meatler topics (such as
crack and AIDS) and attracting se-
vious wrlting (such as Gait Sheehy's

continuing serles on  presidentlal
- Jates) L
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brass photo albums are
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As fine jewelers, we have |
graced many a home with
the finest of sterling.
Particularly candleware,
Our collection encompasses
threc-inch candlesticks

to five light candclabra.
Shown: traditional

three light by
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promicr

1 silversmiths.
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standing gaMery of photographers
and the coverage of the “soclal caba-
ret" of American culture.

“The (magazinc's) agenda I3 ev-
erything people talk about at dinner
pariles,” she said. Such a smorgas-
bord of topics needs a bind ng view-
point, ane that Brown secs as “a li-
terate sophlsticated outlook with a
topical point of view.”

THE HEART of any such publica-
tlon is Its edltor.

1n this case It's a British-born, Ox-
ford-cducated daughter of a film
preducer. She quickly made her
mark In the publishing world by edit-
ing England’s oldest ‘magazine (the
irroserent “Tattler” whose circula-
tlon tripled under her guidance),
publishing two books, and having
two plays produced by the time she

was 30.
Then, while she and her husband

JOHN

y and very topical

even worse, not taken seriously.

1t may not have been the stuff that
Pulitzer Prizes are made of, but
Brown sald the magazine carned its
stripes when she convinced Presi-
dent and Nancy Reagan to dance for
a cover shot. A long screen klss from
the First Couple turned into a dou-
ble-page spread. .

A star, the new Vanity Fair, was
launched.

TIE MAGAZINE today meets the
smorgasberd standard and certainly
provides grist for the dinner Lable.
The December Issue features Bette
Midler on the cover and leads off &
15-page spread of 1987 newsmakers
with a portrait of Madonna.

But there is also a firsthand ac-
count of a ceack cocalne victim and
a compelling column of a promising
young woman killed by a drunken
driver.

Still, the magazine and its editor
do not please all. Allen Ross of Bir-
walked out of Brown's

Tina Brown, Vanity Fair editor, still runs glamor but makes the
magazine topical for the dinner table,

were vacationing in Barbados, she
was called to lunch in New York and
offered the editarship of Vanity Falr,
a magazine with a storied past that
was struggling Lo resurrec: its glory
years.

That was three years ago. She has
not retucned to London slnce.
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IN THE MAGAZINE'S first life,
from 1914 to 1939, it was "acerbic
and witty” and “the leading taste
maker In America,” she sald, Flipp-
Ing through old Vanity Fairs gives a
vivid pleture of culture in America,
she added.

But the new magazine wasn't

Monday lalk because he found it “so-
clally irrelevant.”

But Linda Roach, managlng editor
of Market Place, vigorously protect-
ed her place in linc to talk with
Brown at a reception at the Robert
Kidd art gallery in Birmingham.

“She's a hern of mine” sald
Hoach. “She's achleved a lot of
things ] hope to achleve.”

“She is an Inspiratlon to any young
woman,” added Ellen Ciepeila. “At
34, her education and background
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making it. Instead of fun, romance

and glamor, it was pompous and,  are very improssive.”

SOMERSET MALL
WELCOMES

Burberrys &

Home of the Finest Weatherproofs
and
Clothing for Men-Women-Children

SOMERSET — THE MALL
Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9
Sunday 12-5/Other Days 10-6
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