Oakland Coach can’t help be optimistic

By C.J, Rlsak
staff writer

Greg Kampe sounded almost optimistic,

The Oakland University mens basketball
coach’s addresses to the medin at Lhe Great Lakes

) Athletie 2
media meeting had been consistent in his first
three scasons: downcast, gloomy, a forecast of Im-
pending doom,

After listening to his always-briel speech, one
was left with the feeling that if the world ended
befare the scason started, iL would merciully
save the Pioneers.

Of course, OU hasn't played like that at all dur-
ing Kampe’s three.year tenure, After back-to-
back 13-15 records, the Ploneers posted a 20-8
mark In 1986-87, going 10-6 in the GLIAC, their
flrst winning season ever in the conference,

‘That 1s why even a coach preferring to present
a pessimistic preview would have trouble with
this scason's OU squad.

.. THE PIONEERS are loaded. And they can be
“~--counted on Lo challenge for the GLIAC title — and
a berth in the NCAA Division I tournament —
even though they've lost two (perbapa three) of
their top cight players [rom a year ago.

‘The absentees will force OU Lo adopt a differ-

.ent look. Dave Hintz, the 6-foot-? junior center
who made the all.GLIAC defenslve leam a year
ago, severely injured his knee In a pick-up game
over the summer and is lost for the season.

Also on the sidelines is 6-6 sophomore forward
Stacy Davis, who has voluntarily left the team.
Davis has reportedly had trouble adjusting to his
role with the team, and his welght has hurt his
progress.

The losses of Hintz and Davis have taken the
inside power from the Ploneers. But eight other
players — Including five returnces — give OU
enough talent to make It a contender.

“1 LIKE to say we have a starting cight,” sald
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Kampe. “That's how deep we are. When you have
as many good players as we have, starting isn't
important.

“That's why we're going to change our style of
play to an up-tempo type of game, baseline-to-
baseline pressure.”

‘The Ploneers will also be primarily an outside
scoring team, "We're golng to be a very perime-
ter-orlented team,” Kampe predicted. “When we
need a basket, we'll go to Bittinger.”

That's Scott Bittinger, the 8-2 senlor guard who
was a]l-GLIAC last scason and a member of the
conference's all-defensive team the two years pri-
or to that, Bittinger averaged 18.4 points and
three assists o game as a junior.

“He's the senlor, he's the guy we'll go to in the
clutch,” sald Kampe.

‘This season, Blttinger — who has often split his
time between polnt guard and off-guard — will be
establlshed at off-guard, thanks to the addition of
Bdan Gregory. Gregory, a 5-§ sophomore from
Mount Prospect, 1ll,, played as a {reshman at
Navy with David Robinson and made it to the
NCAA flnal eight.

“He's our Isiah Thomas," sald Kampe. “He'll
have nights when he'll pop in 30 polnts. He's a
true, Jegltimate point guard, the first we've had
since I've been here.”

GREGORY'S ABILITY isn't the only bright ad-
dition for OU. Andre Bond, a &4 sophomore
guard/forward from Willow Run, is another super
scorer. Bond went to Kent State for a year, then
dropped out of college for two years before com-
ing loOU.

And there's 5-9 freshman guard Rickey Miller,
another shooter, Biftinger, Gregory, Bond and
Miller give the Pioneers “four guys who could
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shoot betler than 50 percent from the three-paint
lne,” Kampe said.

OU waon't have (o rely solely on its outslde
game, however. Even with the loss of Hintz and
(possibly) Davis, the Pioncers have capable inside
players. Problem Is, they aren't reat big.

Leading the returning frontcourters is 6-7 jun-
ior center John Henderson. Henderson was a
pleasant surprise for QU a year ago, coming off
the bench lo average nearly 10 points and Jive
rcbounds a game.

“T0 BE honest with you, of all the guys here
he's the one I'm happlest with,” Kampe sald of
Henderson. “He's really developed. If you remem-
ber, 1 zaid when we recrulted John that by his
Jjunlor and senlor years he'd lead us in scoring.
Weil, he may not lead us, but he'll be darn close.”

Also back is 6-3 junlor Mike McCan, Kampe's
prize recruit of last year. McCan “played great
early and great late {in the season), but was down
in the middle,” his coach sald. McCan — who at-
tended Indlan Hills Community College for a year
before transferring to QU ~ stlll paced QU in
reboundlng, getting 8.5 a game. He scored 6.9

ints.

1n an effort to maximize his potential, Kampe
told MceCan “we want him to rebound and stop
som:bgdy on defense, Anything else he does is a

nus,

Another valuable frontcourt player is 6-7 senior
Pete Schihl, who started 23 games last season and
averaged 10,1 points and 4.8 rebounds.

Wallace Davls, a 6-3 sophomore guard, will also

as wili 6-8 soph center Skip
Townsend. Rob Alvin, a 6-3 senlor guard from
Blrmingham Groves, is out indefinitely with a
knee injury.

As for the coaches' pre-scason pod — OU was
picked to fInish third in the league — Kampe was
surprised. "1 thought we'd be picked much high-
er.”

But, as he knows well, it isn't where your team
is plcked pre-seasan, it's where it ends up post-
season.

Dashed hopes

Pioneers try to recover from major losses

at WESTEAND JOKN GLENN

Thuradey, Nov. 19: Westiand John Glenn
(A) vi. Livorua Feonii (B). 7 p m.

Mondey, Hov. 23: Gardea Clly vs. Livonla
Stovenson, 7 p.m; Uvonia Ladywood v&. A'B
winner, 8:30 p.m.

Wodnesday, Nov. 25; Champlonstip fnal, 7
Pm. (winner dvances 1o 1he Southhiekd region-
alvs. Pymouth Canton gistrict chamnpion) .

81 PLYMOUTH CANTON

Thureday, Nov, 18: Pymouth Canton (A) vi.
Ptymouth Sal

Weatiand John Glenn district champion) ,
8t AEDFORD UNION

Thursday, Nov. 19: Rediord Union {A) vs.

Southheld (B}, 2:30p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 21: Famingion Hiks Mercy
Horry

Thursday, Nov. g
va. Royal Oak Shrine (B}, 7 p.m.
Nov., 20; Dearbom St. Aiphonaus (C)

Mondsy, Nov. 23: Farmington Hamson v, A-
B winner, 8 p.m.; Livonia Clarencevitie va. C-D

winet, 8 p.m.

Wodnesday, Nov. 25; Championship flnal, B
pm. {wionec ndvances 10 he 51. Claic Shotes.
sogional va. Warren Rizgerald dsidict champk-
on}.

CLASSC .

1 BIRMINGHAM COUNTRY DAY
Thursday, Now. 19; Grosse Pointe Star of
Sea (A) v Watetford Our Lady of the Lady of

the Lakes (8), 8 pm; Bimingham Delrot
trzgxw Dey {C) vs. Rocord 51. Agatha (D},
:30 p.m.

:30 p.
Baturdey, Nav. 21: Pontiac Cathotc vi. A-B

8 pm: Southheld Cheistien vi. C-D

[X

Nov. 24; Championship feal, 7
B.m. {winnor acvances 10 the Wyandatts hount
Carmel toglonal va. Detrolt DePorres disirict
champlon).

By C.J. Risak
staff writor

Bob Taylor figured he just about
had it made.

‘With his second scason as Oakland
University's womens basketball
coach just over the horizon, Taylor
— who guided the Lady Pioncers to
a 21-7 overall record and an 115
mark in Lhe Great Lakes Intercolle-
glate Athletle Conference — scanned
a superb recruiting class and smiled.

“I thought that after last year,
with our top nine players returning
and a recrulting class like this, we

“ could be a national contender,” he

sald.
Then the bottom fell out. Marga-
ret Boyle, OU's all-GLIAC polnt

“I'm not lecling sorty for mysell,”
he added. “Seven of our top hine
players from last year are back, and
everyones improved. Plus we've
added a couple of players like Janice
Kosman, who's been such a surprise,
and Ann Serra.”

How good OU could be may de-
pend on how quickly Lhe newcomers
fit in. The hardest loss was Boyle,
who led the GLIAC In assists (7.6 per
game) and averaged 10.4 points as a
junlor last scason, Pearson — who
could return in Janvary I her grades
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Greg Kampe usually takes the pessimistic approach, but even

{FIC.

he is sounding a little like an optimist heading into this season.

Improve — was erratic but averaged
9.4 points and 5.4 rebounds and
started every game.

Replacing Boyle at the point will
be either Serra or Dawn Lichty. Ser-
ra is a 5-foot-7 sophomore who
transferred from University of Day-
ton, where she started at the end of
her freshman season and averaged
four points and three assists. Lichty
is a 5-6 sophomore from Troy (Zion
Christian) who averaged 5.3 points
and 2.3 assists last season.

“Ann and Dawn have to come In

and play well,” said Taylor. L

KOSMAN, A 5-10 {reshman from -
Rochester Hills {Romeo High), has-.
impressed Taylor enough to chal-
lenge for a starting position some- -,
where. She can play shoating guard,
small forward or power forward.
~She's a tremendous athlete,” said .-
Taylor. .

The anchor for the team will be 5.,
10 senior forward Sarah Knuth. A"~
two-time all-GLIAC player, Knuth',
averaged 15.1 points and 6.1 re--;
bounds last season.

:Eoém o Ford, 6:15 p.m.; Farmiogton . nvmc;ﬁso T PARK guard, left school for personal rea-
e Champlonap frul, 730 Thussday, Rov, 10: Tayor Captt Park () SOTS; Sonja Pearson, a startlng for-
{winner advances o the Southbeid tegion-  va. Ann Arbor Greenhits (B). 7 p.m. ward, was lost to academic prob-

Feidey, Nov, 20: Luthorsn Weatind (C) ve.
in Chtstian {0}, 6 p.m.; Inkster Temple

p.m.

alvs. Datross Cody calrict champion) .
Plymout

Cheislian (E} vk Westtand Huron Vasey Luther -

lems; and two of the promising re- - A W ¥ 5
cruits were out before gelting to b .

#1DETROMT CORY (R Bpm school, one to academlc woes and
Thursday, Nov, 19: Delrott Cody {A} vi. Do~ Mondey, Nov. 23; Whimore Lake va.'A-B  the other to injury.
troit Cooky (B), 3:30p.m. winoet, 6 pm; C-D winber va. E-F winner, 8 As Taylor put It, “It seems like a
Friday, Nov. 20: Rediord Bishop Borgesave. P calamity.”
Oatroit Mackenzis, 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 24 fnat, 7 p.m

Champlonship
[winnor advances 10 the Warren Bethesda
Civistian regional va ABen Park Inter-Clty Bap-
1is1 district champion).

Monday, Nov. 23: Detroit Redford va. A-B
wianer, 3:30 p.m.

Wednesdry, Hov. 25: Champlonship Rl
330 pm. {wionor advancos to the Southfiold
eagional vs. Reclord Union disteict champion) .

8! TAYLOR CENTER

BUT DON'T write off the Lady
Ploneers just yet. Taylor isn't.

Friday, Nov, 20: Tayior Center (A} v Taylor
Truman (B), 7:30 .

Wayna Momorial va. Tay-

wincer, 8p.m.

‘Wednesday, Nov. 25 Championshin final
7:30 pm. {winner advances 10 the Gibealtar
Carison regional va. Dearborn Edsel Ford Gis-
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pam. (winner b esree e —
togional va. Brighion district champion). First 3,000 youhgsters
14 years & under will
receive a sireet-style
hockey stick.
Redemption coupons
distnbuted upon entry.
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Sipping Whisky.
Bold. Hearty. Full flavored. Yet mellow enough

to sip. That's the laéle oLScagmm's Ca}:mdi.m Hunter.
Try this mellow Canadian sipping whisky. and

save up to $2.00 while you're a1 it. You'll never

find a smoother, more mellow Canadian. —f !
Now, also available in new lightweight S

1.75 litre bottle.
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