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Farmington Hills Mayor Ben Marke and chief code enforcement offic
a8 they fly over the Detrolt River in a C-130 Hercules transport alrcraft,

Bertz, co-piiot on the flight, Lt. Col. Richard Buasboom plloted the craft.

By Chris Rizx
stat writer

P
T LOOKED like war games:
men in green fatigues and
military uniforms, cargo
planes designed to airlift
supplies, munitions dotting the run-
way and jeeps scattered all over
the field.

For more than 100 men and
women, it was more than a game.
1t was their chance to show their
employers what they do during
their weekend stints in the U.S. Air
Farce Reserve.

Gathered at Sclfridge Air Na-
tional Guard Base onear Mount
Clemens, reservists In the 927th
Tactical Airlift Group performed
their duties at the base durlng the
daylong event Nov. 7. Their job
that day was (o familiarize their
bosses with the Alr Force Reserve.

They were quick to point out two
tacts during the lunch and the tour
that foltowed: don't cal) them “cx-
tra” Alr Force personnel and don't
underestimate their abllities as
reservists,

“The trouble with belng reser-
vists,” Col. Warren Synder, com-

‘Bob (Boschma) and |
have worked together
for years. I've always
wondered what he did
here and P've heard
Bob talk about it a lot.’
— Lee Blizman
Farmington Hills

mander of the 927th Tactical Alr-
lift Group, told the audience, “is
that you get saddled with the im-
age that you don’t need a reserve
force. Just because we're reserves
doesn't mean we're not needed.”
More than 78,000 Alr Force
reserves nationwide would take of-
fense at that idea, Synder said.
With defense so expensive, the na-

tion can't afford a large, standing
ATmY.

SUPPORTING A reserve force,
he said, makes more sense.

In fact, Synder said, in almost
every case during the traditional
“rodeos” (competitions among en-
listed and reserve men and wom-
en), the reserves come out ahead.

er Lee Blizman watcl

“}t's kind of hard for (enlisted
personnel) to keep sneering at us
when we keep beating them,” said
Bob Boschma, a technical sergeant
in the Alr Force Rescrve since

1974,

“It's usually the reserve or guard
unlt that wins because we're com-
peting agalnst people who may
only have one or two years cnlisted

by RANDY
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Visible at left is Capt.

time in. As reserves, we've been
doing thls for years.”

Part of the battle reservists have
to face Is gettlng time off from
their Jobs to participate in the one-
weekend-per-month and two-week
summer camp requirement.

For Boschma, 46, the task comes

casy.
An employee in the code enforce

Farmington Hills mayor Ban Marks and the city's chiof code

h over the shoulder of flight enginoer Tech. Sgt. Robert Norris
Norria is dressed in chemical wartare training gear.

. Robert

osses get to see what reservists do

ment department for the clty of
Farmington Hills duting the week
and a loadmaster In charge of load-
Ing cargo two weekends per month
and one night a week, Boschma re-
celves more than cnough support
from his employer.

IN FACT, when the Uime came to
tnvite his boss to the appreclation
luncheon and tour, Boschma chose
both his immediate supervisor and
the mayor.

Lee Blizman, Farmington Hiils®
chief code enforcement offlcer,
was Invited because she “always
expressed an interest ln what I do
here,” Boschima said.

Ben Marks, the mayor of Farm-
Ington Hills, was Invited because
“I'm an old World War Il man," he

sald.

The three Farmington Hills resi-
dents, along with other employers
and reservists, walked and flew
over territory familiar to the 527th
Tactlcal Alrllit Group,

“Bob and I have worked together
for years,” Blizman sald. “I've al-
ways wondered what he did here,
and I've heard Bob taik about it &
lot. This was my chance to see
what he does.”
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‘The trouble with being
reservists is that you

get saddled with the

image that you don’t

need a reserve force.”
— Col. Warren Synder

prepare to board the four-engine C-130 Hercules.

At =

Statf Sgt. Dave Elonon oxplal

the aircraft belonging to the 927th Tactical

i : Shomsan

ns how each of

Alriift Group is kopt in flylng condition from
the maintenance control room,

group commander
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A tour of the maintenance hanger was on the
Itinerary as technical Sgt. Bob Boschma (fett)
explains how the hugo Hercules is serviced.

AL
Thoy are standing next to one of the four pro-
pellors from the alrcraft,
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