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'We share
I:ink§ with
the Soviets

OT SO long ago, I had a dis.
turblng thought. If we-
. Killed most of the people In
H .the Soviet Unlon In'a nu-
clear war, how many .Christians
would we kil? i
My wife is a teacher, 30 T ask
her how many Chrlstlans she
guessed llve in the Sovlet Unlog. She
siifd probably a milllon. I read ¥p on
the number.
“Christian bellevers alone namber
180 miltlon in the Soviet Unitn. Add
this Jews and Moslems and you

{2l

ta
g2t 130 million people. i

- “The Communist Party arounts to
only 18 million people. These figures
romind me of the actlon cgrried out
Id the Vietnam War, “T¢ save the
vijlage we had to obliteratz it.”

STRE ' PERIOD ' between
TBanksgiving abd New Year's Day fs
a3ime of peace and hope: It is a time
when the contrasts of how the world
s!io\lld be pod how really is be-

céme . At Is @ §me when we
pgay for péace and wehelp the poor.
I do not belleve fiat we should

evade the, differencs between the
American and Sovlit systems. On
the other hand, we must learn more
about those we call sur enemles,
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My son ls studylsg in a
in West Germany. He lives about a
two-hour drive from the Czech bar-
.der. Among the sibjects he is study-
ing are Eastern Europe, Russian his.

tory and Russlanlanguage.

The tensions and division of the
~~E01d War are vary real in this part of
the world. We 1180 pecd to study the
Sovlet Union.

FROM EVERYTHING Iread, it s
evident that the Russlans know more
about us thax we know about them.

Our Inclization Is to believe that
the two nationd are very far away.
All we need to know is that they are
different from us and they threaten
us, This [s aot enough.

Our knowledge of Russlan Chris-
ttanity s pitlfully small. For a thou-
sand years the Christian falth has
been ‘separated, East from West.
Peace and hope can only have 8
chance If we make connections with
those who are brothers and sisters in
the faith in a vastly different situa-
il

\
)
:
'
]
:
:
'

on

I am encouraged by the interest
among younger adults in visiting
Christian communities in Central
America. 1 also belleve that we must
meke contacts belween religious
peaple in our nation and In the Sovlet
Unlon. Our denomlnation’s mission
study for the year is the people and
churches of the Soviet Unfon. This is
hopelul. .

WE NEED TO keep this image in
our minds: There are five Christians
for every one Communist in the So-
viet Union, We need to bulld new im-
ages which offer hope for greater
understanding.

1 remember a professior of history
at Wayne State Unlversity telling a
group that war 1s always bullt upon
he concept that we are diffcrent
from them, He then said that the
only way to reverse process is to
establish a basis for our similarity
with a potential coemy.

As a people and as Individuals of
falth, we can work toward reversing
this fatal Image.

The Rev, David Strong is the
pastor of St. Matthew United
Methodist Church in Livonia.

Teens reject
seat belt ust

/

Tratfic accldents are the leadlng
cause of death for teenagers, but a
large majority still aren't buckling
‘according to a survey by Michi-
gan State Unlversity.

," Teens cite thelr right to iree
chalce and rebellion agalnst authori-
ty figures as the major reasons
many fall to usc their saloty belt, the
study said.

The survey, conducted by MSU's
communications department, sam-
pled 709 Michigan high school stu-
dents and found that just 21 percent
wear thelr safety belts all of the

time, .

Some 36 percent of the students
wore lheir belts ust:ﬂlly 10! some-
times, and 48 percent rarely or neve
er wora their belts. N

The national average for safety-
belt use In states with safety belt
laws ls 51 percent, according to the
Nalionnl&llghny Traflic Safety Ad-

on.

Detrolt-based Traffic Safety Now
Inc. sald the also found teen-
agers ;mnd to be less concerned
about. {nvolved In an accident
than adulls, aecording to: Dr. 3
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