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Texas artist shows
tional work
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his excep

By Manon Moiigaard
spoclal writor

a coronct of wooden *paddles” rep-
resenting tufts of hair. The more an-

Suspended from the celling of one
of the Cranbrook Museum of Art gal-
lerles are two gigantie, approxi-
mately 15 foot high surreallstic, fan-
tasy figures. They cxpress a sense of
gestural movement and grace with
thelr elongated bodies, arm-like pro-
tuberances and paddie-shaped feel
or hooves. These sculptures, mainly
of wood, are breathtaking,

One, the curvilipear “Woods An-
gel” in pine.and rattan, has whimsl-
ca), near-human faclal features and

]
a sculpture by James Surles,
io cypress, pine, oak and

P head of “Man Dolng
War," done In ook, Is pierced by an
axe blade and has Cublst, Picasso-
ke eyes.

‘This Is the work of sculptor James
Surls, Texas native son and one of
Cranbrook’s most iltustrious (and
colorful) alumni, He received his
master of {Ine art’s degree from the
academy In 1969 while studylng
bronze casting under Julius Schmidt.

LOOKING AS THOUGH he might
be more comfortable in a buckskin

stoel, It Is 145-by-132-by-100-
inches.

Jjacket and a 10-gallon bat rather
than a sult and tle, Lhe highly articu-
late and witty artist sported an Emi-
llano Zapata mustache and a single
earring and wore hls black hair in a
pinned-up pony tail.

“It was an honor for me to study
bere,” he sald, and added with a grin,
“As a nalve Individual from Lhe
wlids of Texas suddenly confroated
with the formal gardens of Cran-

* brook, I thought I'd come to Ver-
allles,”

Not all of Surls’ sculptures are
monumenta); the exhibit also in-
cludes medlum-size and smailer
floor, wall and pedesta) pleces.

“'On Belng in the Wind," for exam-
ple, is a 148 by 132 xby 100 inch floor
construction of cypress, pine, cak
and steel with a solid block base In
the form of a woodsman's hut, or
even a dog kennel. The billowing,
wind-swept branch springing from
this has the often-occurring Surls’
paddle (or petal) burnished shapes at
the top and at the tips of the off-
shoot branches.

This somewhat signature paddle-
petal effect is present in many of his
sculptures — in plecea such as “Look
ang Listen,” a whirligig la pine with
& steel cenler; in “Long Distance,"
redwood and steel, which has an
American-Indian motlf; and In an-
other stunning piece that resembles
the form and paltern of a Mexican
candelabra.

Apart from using a blow-torch for
burnishing, Surls Is not concerned
with surface finish, He prefers to de-
rive his forms from the natural con-
figurations of the trunks, limbs,
branches and roots of trees he often
{ells himself.

“'But thls Is not always necessary,”
he said, “because many of the trecs
on my property were felled by a re-
cent tornado. Nature eats trees.”

The cxhibitlon was organized by
Roy Slade, academy president, and
Michele Rowe-Shields, administra-
tor of the art museum, It will contin-
ue through Jan. 24. Hours are 1-5
pm. Tuesday-Sunday, 500 Lone
Pine, Bloomfield Hills,
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‘Alone Together’

Lorelei Christy (left), Kriast Conley and Kirk
Hanley are [n the cast of “Alone Together,”

The comedy by Laurence Roman is about a
middle-age couple whose grown children
return home. For ticket information, call 626-

by the Far

from Friday, Dec. 4, through Saturday, Dec.
18, at the players barn in Farmington Hills.

Players
5061.

Ensemble focuses on love

Meadow Brook Estate, the show {rom Broadway presented In song
ensemble of the Oakland University and dance.

commercial music program, wili
present a program, “Love {n Any
Language,” for its annual holiday
concerts, Performances are at 8
p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday
and at 3 pm. and 8 p.m. Sunday in
Vamer Recital Hajl on the Oakland
University campus. .

The shows will Include traditional
hollday favorites and show tunmes
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ENTERTAINMENT THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS CARRY-OUTS Chinese Dinner 3-9:30 Japeness Dinner 5-9:30
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DURING THE HOLIDAYS
Plan Your Christmas & New Years Eve Party
: Now!

For Reservations & Information
Call 592-4646

Hous¢

i .\\

Free, lighted parking is avaitable
at Varner Recital Hall.

Tickets are $8 genera! admisslon,
$5 for senfor citizens and children
and $4 for OU students, For detalls,
call the Ceater for the Arts box off-
fce, 370-3013.

"M BAR.2 GRILL]
26721 W, 7 MILE RD.
CARRY GUT « DINE IN

592-4520
COUPON
FORMEAT LOVERS ONLY
118, KANSAS CITY

STRIP |
STEAK ¢

°6.95'

WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS,
SOUP, SALAD OR COLE SLAW,
POTATO OR RICE & ROLL

FAMILY DINING
SORRYNO DISCOUNTS APPLY |
DINNER FOR TWO

Cnoice g g
Veal Scallopini
Homemade Manicotti
“Chicken Cacciatore |
Veal Parmesan .
wir Include ‘soup, 10s5ed
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"With Coupan « Gaood thru 12-30-87
19385 Baach D
uet South of Grand River

REOFORD
£37-0740
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HUNTER’S RUN

Presents °
BARBARA JACOBS SMITH TRIO
THURSDAY-FRIDAY-SATURDAY

[ .WITH couPON

BUY ONE LUNCH OR
- DINNER AT REGULAR
PRICE...GET SECOND
LUNCH OR DINNER AT
50% OFF
Discounted meal must ba of equal or lesser value.
Baverage not Inciuded.

15800 Middlebsit Road
North of 5 Mile» Livanla
522-3600

CELEBRATE

NEW YEALR®S
EVE

Thursday, December 31,1987

Dine and dance your way into
the New Year.

Package includes:

» Deluxe accommodations = Hors d’ oeuvres 8-9pm
» Late check-out3 pm * Champagne toast
* Open bar 8pm - 1am ¢ Live entertainment
» Full course dinner9-10pm  and dancing
» Friday morning brunch Party favors
10am- 1pm « Extra night $40

« Use of Holidome recreational facilities
#1895 per couple
(plus tax, gratuities included)
] Reservations Required
{313}477-4000 ext. 138

Payment in Full by 12/18/87
Canceliation deadline 12/15/87
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