Page BA* (P-10A, R-6A}

Observer Newspapars, inc.

g

Weekend of November 21-22, 1970

- North Fans Can Yell: ‘We’re No. 1’

The state champs!

What greater feeling...what
greater honor...what greater
distinction can' come to a
high school team?

And-it has to North Far-
mington’s unbeaten-untied
football team.

Fight Game Dead In Detroit

By W.W. EDGAR

Once recognized -as the
greatest fight town in the
country. Detroit has fallen to
the bottom rung on the pugil-
istic ladder.

The steep drop was cli-
maxed Wednesday night in
Cobo Arena when only about
6,000 persons turned out to
watch Joe Frazier retain the
heavyweight  championship

SUNDAY.
10a.m. -4 pm.

When the Detroit News
posted its final Class A rat-
ings, the Raiders of North
Farmington held down the
No. 1 spot.
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IN THE other polls ~ the

Free Press, the Associated

with a second-round knockout
of Bob Foster. the light heav-
yweight champion, and it
marked the first time in ring
history that there were more
empty seats than customers
for a heavyweight title fight.

From- the days when the
Olympia was opened in 1927
with a fight between Tom
Heeney and Johnny Risko for
the right to meet Gene Tun-
ney for the title-a fight that
Heeney won--Detroit has
been looked upon as one of
the main centers of pugilism.

Through the years stand-
ing-room-only crowds have
been the rule rather thars the
exception for such memora-
ble battles as the one waged
between Risko~and Mickey
Walker. long rated one of the
bloodiest struggles of all
time, the never to be forgot-
ten series between Ray
Miller and Jimmy McLarnin
and later the epic fights be-

Press and the United Press
International ~ North Far-
mington stands No. 2.

But before this week is
over, the Raiders may be
No. 1 everywhere. It all de-
pends on how Flint Central
comes out against Flint

tween Jake LaMotta and
Sugar Ray Robinson.

THEN CAME the Joe
Louis era when the Brown
Bomber jammed the house to

- capacity every time he
fought. And all through these

years The Detroit Olympia

waged a struggle with Madi-
son 3quare Garden in New
York for the right to be rec-
ognized as the nation's fight
capital. And most years De-
troit and the Olympia was
the winner.

But there was a sad con-
trast last Wednesday night in
Cobo Arena when most of the
meager crowd was huddled in
the gallery, high above the
ring, leaving the usually
crowded ringside sections a
wasteland.

Some of the die-hards
blamed the small turnout on
the GM strike. but their argu-
ments were refuted by the
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Northern Thursday in their
annual Thanksgiving Day
collision. :

Flint Central leads in the
Free Press, AP and UPI rat-
ings.

“I think a bunch of us from
here will go up to Flint

interest being shown in the
Detroit Pislons in the same
arena, the Detroit Lions, and
the fact that Peggy Fleming
is skating to capacity crowds
at Olympia.

Added to this is the fact
that both Frazier and Foster
are just a pair of good jour-
neymen 'fighters without a
sparkle of color or great-
ness..no magnetic power
over the fans and no fanfare
wherever they go. There's no
sparkle of a Louis, A Demp-
sey, a La Motta or Robinson
and it showed at the gate.

Thursday,” said Ron Hol-
land, who for the past 10
years bas coached at North
Farmington.
Wha will they root for?
Holland laughed. The an-
swer was pretty obvious.
Whatever happens Thurs-

In the days gone by just
the mention of a title fight —
in any division — would have
filled Olympia.

No more.

This was emphasized in
Frazier's dressing room after
the fight when the champi-
on's manager was asked,
“Where do you think the
Frazier-Cassius'Clay fight
will be held?”

“I'll tell you one thing," he
shot back quickly,” It won't
be in Detroit.™

Detroit!.
US.A.

It is now only a memory.

-Fight Town,

Tigers Meet Tribe
In Earliest Opener

The earliest Opening Day
in Tiger Stadium history will
see the Tigers launch their
1971 American League season
against the Cleveland Indians
on Tuesday, April 6.
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Earliest previous home
opener for the Tigers was
April 8, 1969, but they had an
April 6 season opener at
Washington in 1970.

The 1971 home schedule,
annouriced by Jim Campbell,
executive vice-president and
general manager, showed the
Tigers playing their 81 home
games on 78 dates, one more
than last year, with the final
game on Sunday, Sept. 26,
against the New York Yan-
kees.

THERE WILL BE 49 night
dates, including one twi-
nighter, to match last sea-
son's club record for after-
dark play.

owr pledge;
LOWER
PRICES

REDFORD CASHWAY

LUMBER COMPANY
11870 Farmington Road
261-5110

REC ROOMS

FAMILY ROOMS ¢

SNCLUDES PANELING, ACOUSTICAL, CEILING TILE,
PLASTERING, ELECTRICAL, HEATING, COMPLETE
JOB.

ZA-LO Bldg. Co. iz iy emt
GA 52333 KE 81122

1,765

from

1x2x8 FT.

20¢ ..

FURRING STRIPS

1x3x8 FT.

28° ..

OPEN SUNDAY 10 AM. -5 P.M.

Baity, 8 am.- § pm_ Saturday, 8am.- 8 pm.
. icard @ Master Charge

LUMBER

EENTER

[ Do 7 voowsZis wikooumiids 4

Home of Old

* room over the weekend ..

" Dtber 202 and 24 styles siss aveisle

PUT ONE UP YOURSELF
N ONE WEEKEND . . .

Ceiling Tile
tmegh: 12087
ROOM COSTS OWLY

¢

SQ. FT.
27
Put 8 new cailing in the average
YOURSELF. Price includes all

materials, metal. grids and ties.
Easy. . . terrific results.

for instaat pick w at comparativaly Jew
poces
CARTON LOT SALE!

12x12 PIN HOLD
PERFORATED TILE

$896

per carton
of 64 tiles

Fashloned Service

30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD

3 Blocks west
of Middlebelt

Ph. GA 2-1000

ASPHALT

INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL,

22195 G

We're Specialists in

//Il//

von ssronare. CALL 476-02
BLACKSTONE PAVING €O.

15

ILL ROAD

aZs

Isheet,

ISTOP @1 WINTER DRAFTS
STORM I?ﬁs

STORM WINDOW KIT 395,
Kit consisty of 36" x 72* tough plastic

STORM'DOOR KIT -49¢

Kit consists of 36" x B4* tough plastic

sheet, 21 ft. of fibre moulding and nails.

At Hzrdware & Lumber Dealers Everywhers
wprer

Transparent P

, 18 ft. fibre moulding and nalls.

Pronsacs in Fastcs

© Chicaeoebes) Exlabisned 1924

"

DUKE'S HARDWARE T & C MARDWARE $ & W HARDWARE
24910 FOR0 M. 2714 RO K. $75 Al adacn 10
CEAMON 43127 GARCEN OV 44138 HTMOTTA 41T

¢ STAR MARDWANE

u\:o:}A_ MARDWARE un::::ml ﬁn‘:us 11182 A O .

vomma [

day and whatever the final
ratings still to be announced
show, it's" been a season of
seasons for Holland, his play-
ers and for that!mattér all of
North Farmington:

Nine games...nine victo-
ries. i
There’s no topping that.
BUT IT wasn't as easy as
it sounds. For one thing,
orth Farmington had some
major cbstacles to whip.

For one thing, fewer than
30 boys reported for the var-
sity football team..an all-
time low at a' school which
always lured 50 and 60 for the
varsity and an equal number
for the reserves.

There were many reasons
offered for the drop-off in
interest, but nobody could
pinpoint the exact answer.
Not even Holland.

There was a mid-season
tragedy. One of the team's
members was killed while
riding a motorcycle.

An ordinary group of play-
ers might have been shook
up...and there's no question
the Raiders were...and
folded.

“That incident helped
make us into the team we
were,"" said Holland.

There were other problems
which confronted Holland
when he assembled his small
force of players in August.

Gone were 30 regulars
from the season before.
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HOW MUCH service he
would get out of star back
Mike Gow was questionable
after an injury. reduced
Gow's play to just four
games in 1969,

What about Drew Mahalic?
Could he make the grade at
quarterback, a strange posi-
tion for him?

And would Mike Collar, a
back, be’able to make it
through the season with his
sore shoulder ~ a shoulder
which required surgery just
after the final game with
Farmington was played?

Other questions popped up
in the line_.in the back
field...on offense and defense.

There was the small squad.
What if injuries beset the
team? What would happen
then?
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HOLLAND told his charges
in practice that games with
Pontiac Northern, Franklin
and Glenn on three of the
first four weekends of the
season “would determine just
how far we go."

The turning point?

The game with Glenn.
North Farmington won It, 27-
8, but it wasn't that easy.

The Raiders led, 140, at

the half, but twice had to stop
Glenn inside the five before
the intermission.

Glenn then scored .right
after the third period began
and was on the march again.

“Suddenly our kids took
stock of the situation," says
Holland. “‘We scored two
quick touchdowns and were
on our way."”

The next week was home-
coming, a homecoming
marred by the death of one
of their teammates. Groves
was the opponent and the
Raiders failed to score in the
first period. :

.

. e

some powerhouses, including
one previous perfect téam at
North Farmington.

But this had to be his best
season.

And what does a coach
say, now that it’s all over?

“I'm proud of these boys.
We had only 28 at the end
and everyone did his job.

“‘They were dedicated.
They worked bard...in games
and in practices. Looking
back, there was just one day
in practice when our fellows
looked bad. That's hard to
beat.” .

And there’s no beating the
Raiders’ record...those nine
games...and nine victories!

i
News' state champs n‘alu-
rally overshadows anofher
honor that came to the Raid-
ers: the No. 1 team anjong
the 20 high school squacs in
Observeriand. i

Southfield Lathrup wjund
up in second spot with,}per-
haps, the greatest sugbess
story of any team in\‘!!.he
state. ¥

Only three years ggo,
Lathrup was just star!ing
out. A brand new school.

So in short order, the team
arose to win its league (Inter-
Lakes) crown and wind up
with a 7-1-1 record to finish
not only No. 2 in Observer-
land, but also among the

Being crowned/as\the state's best.

/

‘observing sporis

Some day, maybe pretty soon, the Big
will send its champion to the Rose Bowl every
year. | '

Out will go the rule which says no team,like
Michigan, can go two years running.

It’s ridiculous and Michigan athletic director
Don Canham is one who says so. Only he can’t:get
enough people...yet...to agree with him.

Canham said as much last year and was $ay-
ing the same thing this week .as Michigan pre-
pared for its showdown with Ohio State-the first
time in the history of the Big Ten two teams hhve
come down to the final game matching perfect
records. . !

If Michigan won, it would mean a spotless
season, the Big Ten title and a spot amongi‘the
three best teams in the final ratings. t

But no Rose Bowl. Ohio State or Northwhst-
ern would go. i

“'The Rose Bow! people one of these days ‘yvill
arise to say they don't like such a policy,” says
Canham. “Maybe that will get the Big Ten to
change its rules. After all, there's no way the Big
Ten can afford to lose the $1 million the game is
waorth,” !

Rather than accept the No. 2 or No. 3 Big Ten
team, Canham fears the Rose Bowl may turn to
the likes of Notre Dame or Texas, especially
when they’re unbeaten. !

The big question now around the Big Ten.is:
“‘How long will the faculty representatives wait to
change things around and put a little sense'iPto
what they're doing?" 1
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IT'S SOMETHING like 2,000 miles the way
the crow flies between what we refér to as Qb-
serverland and the Sheraton Airport Hotel in Los
Angeles. : i

The jets take some 4% hours to cover ithe
vast space which rests in between the two poinis.

Yet, it was like old home week the otijer
morning. Both the Pistons and Wings were in {Sos
Angeles together and at breakfast the gent' jho
sat next to you is somebody the whole spots
world raves ahout. 3

His name; Gordie Howe, who makes homg in
the shadow of Southfield Lathrup High. i

But that morning Howe chose to rave about
other people...like Mrs. Howe, for intance,

“What a job she is doing for teen-age hockey
around the Detroit area,” Gordie said of his bet-
ter half. “She works day and night to promote thi
game, to obtain necessary funds, etc. :

**And, what makes her the happiest is the fact
that every year moré and more boys from the
program are going on to win college scholarships.
That's what gives you a feeling of satisfaction and

BUT IN THE second stan-
za, North Farmi went
wild...with 37 points...and
from then on there was no
slowing down the Raider ex-
press. i
“It's necessary for any-
body to believe in what he is
doing...and jthese kids did,”
Holland said in reflecting
back on the ‘perfect season:

“Of course, we had some
luck...like on the final week-
end of the season for most
teams. All except us and
Flint Centra! among the top
ranked lost. That belped.

“We escaped injuries...we
had a few balls bounce our

way."
Holland has been coaching
now for 12 years. He's had
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ishment. Maybe all of us should do a lot

more for the youngster and complain less about

what they're doing.” .

Gordie paused... i

*‘Hey, what about the Lathrup football team?

“Champs, huh? Wonderful. And, in just a few
years. That’s something.”

You sensed that Gordie would have relished if
his older son, Marty, would have played football
this past season. .

‘‘He had to pick between Lathrup and playing
on the Junior Wings,” his dad said. ““In no way
could he play both sports at the same time.”

The Junior Wings have been in action for
over a month now and practicing for two months.
Marty and brother Mark are two of the team’s
standouts.

*“Maybe Marty will get a chance in basketball
or maybe in football next fall,"his dad added.
“‘The kid is a good all-around athelte.”

Just like his dad...

.

* »

NOMINATIONS in our book for the area's
cross country coach of the year must start and
stop with one candidate-~Jerry Young of Far-
mington.

His team went through a whirlwind seas-
on...taking league and regional honors and_finish-
ing fourth in the state meet.

* Add to that the fact no man tries harder to
promote his sport than' does Young. He’s always
there to call resuits.

“Public relations is important, even down on
a high school level,” says Young. B

Wonder why some of the other coaches in
these parts don't follow suit!



