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Schoolcraft instructors are really

middle-of-the-road, says the ;ForUm president

< A Moderate Facitlty Voice

By DENNIS L. PAJOT

“Most - people think all our faculty
members are a -bunch of liberal trouble-
makers. That's not so.”

Richard Arlen, the new president of
the Schoolcraft College Faculty Forum,
hopes to improve the image of the com-
munity college’s teachers’ union.

His predecessor, Stuart Bloom, feels
Arlen is exceptionally well qualified to do
that, Arlen has the administrative knowl-
edge — something Bloom, as a history in-
structor, admits he could have used more
of.

A MAN WITH deep roots in Plymouth,
Arlan is in his second year at Schoolcraft
as an accounting instructor in the business
department.

A graduate of Plymouth High School,
Arlen earned his bachelor of science and
master of business administration degrees
at Eastern Michigan University and spent
‘four years in the Air Force in electronics.

. Now 40, he spent 12 years in private
industry in accounting and administration
before coming to Schoelcraft in the fall of
1969.

* His area ties are strong, The family
came’to Plymouth in 1946, and his father,
Frank, was a businessman, civic leader
and city commissioner.

With his wife and two children, Ri-
chard Arlen lives at 1441 Hartsough in
Plymouth. He once ran for .the board of
education — unsuceessfully — and he has
_been active-in civic affairs, .

Last year Arlen was a member of the
‘Faculty Forum’s constitutional revision
[ i whose r dations were
later adopted. He served on the all-college
building committee, previewing campus
development plans that were later ap-
proved by the trustees.

* L]

*

SITTING BACK in his chair in the tiny
office he shares with another faculty mem-
ber, Arlen explained:

“I took the job because enough people
on the faculty thought what I did last year
represented what they'd like to see done
this year. I'll be concentrating on organiza-
tion — trying for a more orderly manner
and follow-through.”

Translated, it means he will seek bet-
ter relations with the trustees and adminis-
tration. Faculty-trustees relations he sees
as something that has been less than posi-
tive. Faculty-administration contacts he
knows to be necessary because of the
threat from a rival organization.

The Faculty Forum represents 88 per-
sons on the faculty of 160-plus, The Faculty
Forum is affiliated with the Michigan Edu.
catlon Assn., to which nearly all Observer-
land teachers unions belong,

About 30 or 40 other faculty members,

however, have switched to the Schoolcraft
Professors Union, affiliated with the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers, an organiza-
tion which is franker to admit it is, and
acts like, a labor union.

The apparent reason for the change
was what some consider ‘‘more restrictive
terms” of the contract which the Forum
wrote with the college after a month-long

strike this semester.
e e

‘ARLEN FRANKLY doesn't think the _

Professors Union has a legitimate com-
plaint: “They can’t give an answer when
asked what portion of the contract impairs
their ability to teach. I know. I've asked
them.” !

And Arlen doesn’t believe the radicals
of the SPU will hold on long even if they
did force an election and beat the Faculty
Forum for the right to be collective bar-
gaining agent. '

‘‘Most of them are formér officers of
the Forum,” Arlen said. “What happened
in the Forum will happen if the AFT takes
over. As soon as the large body of teachers
sees it’s their voice, they'll get into it.
They’ll exert their rights, It (the SPU) will
become more moderate.”

There would be no real advantage to
. hanging to the AFT, Arlen said, because
there would be a period of readjustment
that could be damaging to faculty-campus-
community relations.

LR
"y ALREADY, UNDER the new Forum
constitution, he has implemented one
method of improving relations. Declaring
that part of his job is to “‘make the con-
tract workable,” Arlen has offered to meet

informally with college administrators on

potential contract grievances.

“If the trustees are acting in good
faith, this type of joint meeting should sig-
nificantly reduce formal grievances. Our
idea is to handle the problems before they
get that far.”

But 50 far it hasnt worked that way.
The contract has been in effect less than
two months, and already 18 complaints
bave gone to the grievance procedure.
Most are over scheduling disputes.

Arlen stressed: ““This faculty is a rea-
sonable, middle-of-the-road group of people.
We're interested In doing a good job in the
classroom and with the students. We don’t
want to run the college, as some trustees
may think."”

- *

AND AS FOR the community, Arlen
points out that the public has a lot invested
in Schoolcraft College. *‘We're more than
willing to go out and talk to any group.
They can call me (5916400 ext. 342), and if
I can’t make it, I'll see that someone else
gets there.”

*““One thing I'm not going to do — rock
throwing. We've had enough of that,

“I think, because I haven’t been on
campus during the early years of disputes,
that I haven't really had any deep wounds
to be opened. My approach will simply be
to get the parties together and say, ‘Look,
we've got problems. Let's get the problems
solved."”

" Arlen wasn't around during the obscen-
ity controversy of 1968 and was new during
the anti-war moratorium rally of 1969. Nor
was he directly involved in negotiating the
contract that is prompting some instructors
to switch to the AFT affiliate.

THERE’S A MIXED group of new offi-
C?TSVice president is Stuart Bloom, the
former president. Secretary is Sandra Flo-
rek, a counselor who hasn't been on stage
in past controversies. Treasurer is Gerald
Cavanaugh, who teaches manufacturing
skills.

His MEA regional liaison man is Oscar
Poupart, data processing instructor and

. RICHARD ARLEN won't be a rock-thrower. .

head of this year's bargaining committee:
His state MEA liaison is Richard Rusche,
Jbiology teacher who hasn't been prominent
in any of the controversies. :

These officers, along with 20 elected
department representatives, serve as a
senate to conduct Forum business, subject
to a referendum of the full membership. |

One footnote: Arlen expects the Fac-
ulty Forum to take an active part in col+
lege district politics next spring during the
trustee elections. But right riow he says he
“doesn’t know which trustee will be sup:
potted or opposed. !

GOODSYEAR::
SNOW TIRES WITH SAFETY SPIKES

'V J

HURRY! OFFER ENDS SATURDAY NIGHT

SLACKWALLS OX WKITEWALLS WITH SATETY SPIRED

) I )

U

R

Prica toe Tws | Price for Twe | Iod, Iz Vax
sue | W | b
Teaalers Tirss Tubaints Tre | 1o st
7%:] “o U7
&35 s 7
735] [ [0
175 11 H 7,005 13 b
. : Y
o o u : P §178 Ft?'“‘ﬂ?‘;’u“m Ko it mased.
340 1) a1 % 4-PLY NYLON CORD “SURE-GRIP IT*
715 ] (] % WINTER TIRES WITH SAFETY SPIKES
[ 1] " Get the sure-footed grip of “Sure-Grip IV
o S £ 2. winter tires...stadded with lce-gnpplag Sataty

{oz positive grip-and-go in mud, slusk,
ics and snow, Use of metal studded tires
prohibited in the states of Missis1ippt and
Louisiau,

16 Paint Special

;
’

brake hoses

Includes all labor
and parts listed below
‘You get new spark plugs, points,
R\ rotor & condenasr. Plus ouz spe-
“P clalinte will clean fuel bowl, ale s
filter & battary, and check~igmte mmu
SPECIAL {i| Hovwiwm, dibaorcg st M
: TRy B il Compresion & baters ::?'::w
oenditie cars
EXCEPTDISC . !
BRAKES AND
FOREIGN CARS 1
“Ncion ot 4758,
Iy, 4280,
*NEW Whes! Brari
all four wheels i Neeoto eriyess 3653, | ¢

® lospect master cylinder an:

@ Remave, clean, fnspect, and repack front
wheel bearings, add new fluid
® Adjast all four brakes

d bydralis Hriae Spigs
M NEEDED anly, .y
*Master cylinder,
ot N g

WAYS TO 1.
PAY AT :
GOODYEAR

LIVONIA MALL LIVONIA

"SERVIGE
STORES
ELD

WESTLAND

SOUTHFI
19424 Middlebelt Road 29100 Plymouth Road 13955 Tolograph Road 35235 Mest Warron 20481 Telegrash Rosa
At Schoolcraft

O At Seven Rilo
vice . and Richard Arlen, the new president. 476-0900
{Obsarver photes by Dennis L. Pajot) >

At Middlebelt across from Hudson's  Across from Tel-12
6340868 ing Centar

from
721-1810

FACULTY FORUM leaders at Col-

lege are Stuart Bloom lleft). past president and now




