Livedoti returning to alma mater as coach

peclally In sports,
Which best explains  Dominle
Livedotl, Examine only the statistics
and you're left wondering how a guy who
had just two winning seasons in his Jast sev-
en of coaching high school foatball could
land a job as head coach of a college team?
Connections waould be the probable as-
sumptlon. Livedotl pulled some strings,
brown-nosed the right people, and -~ presto!
— fanagled himself a job coaching football
at his alma mater, Olivet College.

SUCCBS HAS MANY deflnitions, es:

speaking, was an Improvement. The Lakers
won just nlne of 36 games from 1982 to 1985,

S0 WHAT GOT Llvedot! the position? Not
politlcking. "I never applied for any college
Jobs,” he remarked Tuesday, “I did not seek
this job out, They called me.”

The answer lles in attitude. Sure, it helped
that Livedotl was a former Fighting Comet,
a wide recelver who graduated in 1965. But
there's something else, something more.

If you've ever watched Chicago Bears'
coach Mlke Ditka on the sidellne, you may,
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thing else out,” he said. But his first game as

the Lakers' coach stuck in his mind.
It was against Waterford Township. On

Monday, 21,1887 O&E

(F3C

ment was contained In one small room.
Livedot!'s office was adjacent to that room.

1t has since expanded, annexing his offlce
and spliling out Into the hallway behind the
gym. He now leaches a welghtlifting class,
an elective that is filled each semester,

He'll be facing a slmilar task at Ollvet,
which can't match West Bloomfleld’s exten-
sive weight area,

THE OLIVET PROGRAM s in disarray.
Under Glen Stevenson's direction the past
six seasons, the Flghtlng Comets annually

All that Is surface stulf, however; mere
fantasy. Because Jf you know Dominlc
Livedotl, you know he is a winner — what.

ever the won-loss record indicates.

“1 feel 1 was successful as a high schoo!
coach,” Livedotl says. “I know coaches are
Judged by their record, but at West Bloom-
field I thought we got the maximum from
wur kids, We worked hard to be what we
are.”

'l'.hn( didn’t show up so much in the win
column. West Bloomfield was 4.5 thls sea-
son, 5-4 In 1986. And that, comparatively

Intense

to an extent, understand Livedoti. He is an

Livedoti also has great

moments.”

 And his
Is not submerged; rather, it is close to the
surface, more controlled than Ditka's but ab
ways seemingly on the brink of eruption.
pride. “ don't re-
gret anything I've done here, he said.
“There have been some tremendous

HE DIDN'T really want to single cut a
particular moment in his 14-year career at
West Bloomficld, “If I do, I'll leave some-

When Livedoti arrived at West Bloom-
fiedd, he immediately began upgrading the
program. He stlll takes pride in the school's
welght room, located behind the gym. When
he arrived, the schoal's welghtlliting equip-

the opening kickoff, Waterford's return man
raced 80 yards for a touchdown.

West Eloomfield battled back to win that
game, but it taught Livedott a valuable les-
son: “It showed me that even when you think
you've got things covered, you have to keep
warklng and never take anything for grant-

10-43-1.

Falcon netters eye improvement

By Dan O'Men
staff writer

for other team's height advantage.
“We are attacking the ball, but we have to do it

1f the Falcons continue to improve and over-
come a lack of helght, better times could be shead

for Farmington's volleyball team.

The Falcans won only one malch all last season,
but there were encouraging signs when they
opened a new season Saturday, Dec. 12, in Farm-

Ington Hills Harrison's invitatlonal,

Farmington came close to beating Waterford
Mott and had close games with West Bloom!leld
and a good Warren Woods-Tower ballclub,

The Falcons will be greatly outsized at times,
as they were in the latter match. But coach Mau.
reen McNabb's squad still managed to test the

tailer Vikings,

“We can't go up to the net and try to get the ball
over when (the opponent) has §-foot-3 girls on the
other side,” McNabb said. “But we had the 15-17
game (with Tower), so we are able to compete

with tall people.

FARMINGTON WILL obviously emphasize de-
fense and adjust its own offense to compensate

off the net."

in that regard.

fensive speclolists,

Ington's attack,

a little differently,” McNabb sald. “Instead of set-
ting the ball close to the net, in which case it
would probably be blocked, we'll just pull the sets

Thus, the Falcons wil) set up their attack oppor-
tunities flve to six feet back from the net to throw
off the opposition’s defensive timing and reduce
the chances of the hit being blocked,

©On the other side, Farmington had no blocks in
the tournament and “will have to come through
wlth our defensive passing” instead, MeNabb said.
Andrea Garbarino and Carrie Miller played well

Garbarlno, a 5-foot-7 senlor, is one of three var-
sity returnees and one of the team’s leading de-

KELL! KOSS, a §-foot-4 senior, and junlor Ka-
tle McDonald, the Falcons’ tallest player at 5 feet
8, arc the other velerans. Koss is the maln setter,
and McDonald wili obvlously be a key in Farm-

A group of four seniors Includes Velinda Sten-

ret Martin,
varsit

seasan.

son, a setter who played on the junlor varsity last
year, and Elln Aunmo, a foreign exchange student
from Norway,

Farmington wlll have its share of youth, too.
MecNabb will carry three sophomores — Marga-

Mtler and Dawn Montrose — on the

Yy
Martin is a setter, and Miller and Montrose are
combination hitter/backrow players. Miller and
Montrose came up for the district tournament last

“They have positive attitudes and are helping
bring cverybody around,” McNabb sald, “Actual-
ly, they're putting some pressure on the upper-

classmen, belng sophomores and playing so well.”

Junior Lisa

Another varsity member and a newcomer is

Rockafcllow, a 5-foot-7 outside hitter.

She hasn't played the sport since eighth grade,

however.
“She has

the natural abillty to play,” McNabb

sald. “She just has to refine some of her skills.”
Farmington's next action occurs Saturday, Jan.

9, when the Falcons compete in the tournament at

Bloomtleld Hlils Andover.

Hawk volleyball team in transition

By Dan O'Menra
staff wrlter

The start of every sports season
brings new challenges.

It’s just that volleyball coach Ron
Shortt has a few more of them at
Farmington Hills Harrison this year.

Beginning his fifth season as coach
of the Hawks, he has only three play-
ers with much experience back a
team that was 23-14. Major losses
were Janine Whittemore, an All-
Western Lakes selection now playing
for Oakland University, and Heldi
Reyst, an all-divislon player.

“It's llke a brand new team,”
Shortt sald. “Most of our players
were on the varsity and didn't play
or were on the JV team.”

In years past, the Hawks usually
had returning players with a coupte
of seasons of varsity experience be-
hind them, but that isn't the case this
time.

“THE REST of the kids are just
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starting to play varsity, so it will be
an Interesting year,” Shortt sald.
“We're playing a lot of inexpert-
enced kids; we'll have to sce how
they all pull together.”

‘The Hawks arc 2-2 after opening
the seazon Dec. 12 with thelr own in-
vitational, and Shortt was pleased
with that given Harrison’s shortage
of veteran players.

Katie Doll, a $-foot-8 senlor, start-
ed a year ago and has moved to mld-
dle hitter this season. She led the
Hawks in number of kills In the tour-
nament.

Heather Mlller, a 5-7 senlor, will
be an outside hitter, and senlor
Almee Katz moves into a full-time
role as Harrison's primary setter.

Developing a solld front row s the
chief task facing Shortt. It’s an area
where graduation seems to have tak-
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en |ts toll, and the Hawks, not belng
as strong physically, aren't the at-
tacking team they were in previous
years,

“IN THE past, we've played well
at the net, hitting and blocking,”
Shortt said, “and 1 don't think we
bave those kids thls year,

“We're working on making smart
plays, setting the ball up. We have to
develop some quickness and be a de-
fensive team.”

A lack of helght could pose a prob-.
lem defensively, too. Harrison's tall-
est players are senior Michelle Greit
and sophomore Lancll Shoemaker.
Both are 5-11 and were on the var-
sity last year,

“If we're going to be successfut, it
will have to come from the back
row,”" Shortl sald. "I haven't glven
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up on our hltters, but if you den't
have the hetght it’s hard to block.”

‘The Hawks also return Darcy
Pinz), a 5-10 junior, who has a year
of varsity experience and wiil be a
middle hitter,

JUNIORS LISA Donovan, Corky
Sharpe and Robyn Cohen have pro-
gressed from the junlor varsity
team. Donovan can play anywhere
on the court, and Sharpe and Cohen
speclalize as backrow players,
though Sharpe will be used as a
hitter, too,

Harrison’s roster includes junlor
Kelly Murany, who has a strong
swimming background and has nev-
er played volleyball,

The Hawks are idle untll Saturday,
Jan. 9, when they compete in Bloom-
{ield Hills Andover's

battled Knlamazoo Callege for the dubious
distinction as doormat of the NCAA Divislon
111 Michigan Intercolteglate Athletic Associ-
ation. Stevenson resigned alter Olivet went
2.6-1 last season. His record at Olivet was

Livedoti s promlsing nothing, other than
hard work. “Let's change some attitudes,
fet's chapge some work habits, and let's win
some games,” he outlined.

Upgrading the welght room, establishing
an athletle study table and recrulting the
Detroit area more intensely are his initial

“I think the chailenge to do something
clse,” answered Livedoti, “I want to see if 1
can go to the college level and be successful.
As a coach, I have an intense deslre to be
suceessful.”

And it was Livedoti's ability to communi-
cate that desire to his players that got him
the Olivet job.

ed him.

“I'm going to miss this type of kid," he
said about leaving West Bloomfleld, “Now
I'm going to recrult the kids I want. (At West
Bloomfield), it was fun to watch where a kld
ends up alter four years of football.”

plans. Only about one-quarter of the nearly
50 Flghting Comets on the '87 rosier were
from the three-county, metro-Detrolt area.

“1 will come back to Oakland County and
recrult,”" promised
recrult the state of Michigan. I'm golng to
call on every coach I know, and if ] don't
know them 1'll introduce myself."

He wouldn't say s0, but it was obvious
Livedoti relished the chance to bring In tal-
ent Instead of trying to mold what was hand-

Livedoti. “I'm going to

'wrestllhg a2

FARMINGTON 32
LIVONIA STEVENSON 31

3% porsds: Joe Goudeseane (F) pln. Tooy
Sierra, 258,

195 poends: Dave Wojiechamski (LS) pin.
Cria Phillips, 129,

112 posnds: Chiris Gardiner (F) pia. Randy
Davis, 2.3). ‘

119 pousds: Mike Schmoch (LS) pin. Matt
Mullins, 2:06.

126 pouads: Steve Lee (F) dec. Tooy Fas-

)

dan), 0.
132 pousdr: Rob Woodbeck (F) dec, Adlla
Omar, 13-0.
138 poundr: Paul Gedelst (LS) dec. TJ.
Armstrong, 63,
"us 'c;;l: Kurt Wil (LS) dec. Todd
X

Jacobs, 130,
158 pownds: Jarred Wilkinsoa (LS) dec.
Mike Kelly, 141,
167 poasde Mike Fare (LS) pin Brian
Watter, 334,
o8 pousds: BUL Lindbert {F) pin. Matt Sia-
ar, 1:39.
198 poands: Charles Wyals (F) pin. Joe Sby-
fmanaki, 1:12.
Heavyweight: Paut Daniels (F) pin. Bret
Harvey, 0:30.

PLYMOUTH CANTON $¢
LIVONIA CHURCHILL 13
93 pounds: Joe Morrow (LC) pin. Jason
Fortin, 234,
185 possdr Tom Flores (PC) pin. Sean
Wells, 1:49.
112 pownds: Daria Dudek (LC) dec. Matt

Keeler, 12-3,

119 pounds Casey Keause (LC) dec. Scott
Swartzimkt, 10.3.

126 poesds: Joab Barry (PC) pin. Dana
wmd',ma:’ o Nardinl (PC) infor
11 Ttm Na won by

llenbary

1y defanlt over Eric Shellendarger.
130 pousds: Liam Reats {PC) plo. Chinis
Sproalt, 4:33.

15 pounds: Craig Runke {PC) dec. Tom
Sarab, 9.3,

158 possds: Larry Pardi (PC) pin. Mark Pr-
erce 238,

167 pounde: Gary Golehuck (PC} won by
forfelt

123 posnds: Roa Seal (PC) dec. Ryan Hick-
man, $-0.

133 pousds: Tony Sayers (PC) pin. Jack
Narduzsi, 102,

Heavywelght: Jerry French (PC) won by
forfeit.

PLYMOUTH SALEM i3
NORTH FARMINGTON 22

33 poandr: Matt Komimki (PS) woo by g
torfeit. .

195 pounés Ron Fontaine (PS) pin. Jeit
Head,

112 poesds: Jelf Delbcke (PS) pin. John
Cassidy.

119 possds: Dave Mang (PS) pin. Adam

124 poend cotk Gt (FS) de Duve | =
P32 pouads: Dave Marley (NF) dec. Mike
umate.

134 possdr: E4 Bartage (PS) dec. Brixa

Feldman.

148 posnds: Chris Swek (NF) pin Mike | |
th,

155 pousd: Steve Burlison (PS) pin. Joba

167 posnds: Brisn Burlison (PS) pia. Chris
0, -

183 pouads: Jeff Jacobs (NF) dec. Cralg

Power.

138 powads: Zatm Cummalaj (NF) pin.

Chuck Gracayk.
Heavywelgbt: Scott Breithaupt (PS) woa by
forfeit.

NORTHVILLE §7

FARMINGTON HILLS HARRISON 13

38 poesds: Fay Pudlik (FH) pin. Kevin
Kashan.

105 possds: Chad Bomeber (N} woa by
forteit.

112 poasds: Mike Mathis (¥} pln Exic
Parpes.
119 powsds: Keith Grabam (N) pia. Ted
126 possds Asdy Frey (N) pin. Kevin
Yorkk.

132 pousds: Dave Gedmundsen (N) pla. E4
Seczn.

138 pownds: Troy Soeder (FH) pin. Chris
Harbreak.

115 pownds: Garnet Potter dec. Jason Fox

135 posads: Dartea Keboe (N) pin. Leo Dew
vive,

167 possds: Mike Dooovan (M) pin Todd
Lytwynick.
185 pounds: Matt King (FH) pio Mike Maz-
198 pousds: Mike Hale (%) pia Phillp
ony

.
lleavyweight: Dernck Forbing (N} pin
Mondel Hightower.
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