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By Casey Hans
statf writor

“What can you lose by being In-
(ol;_med?“ she asked.

Keeping an eye on business —
that's the motto Farmington busl-
nesses are stressing this holiday sea-
son.

Nearly one year after a Busincss
Watch networking program was in-
troduced to the Farmington commu-
nity, the idea has finally taken hold.
More than 56 businesses began par-
ticipating Dec. 4.

The program's logo is a white,
blue and black eye that warns sho-
plifters and athers, “If T don't call
the pollce, my nelghbor will” It ap-
pears in participating business win-
dows.

Wendy Strip Sittsamer, director of
Farmington’s Downtown Develop-

ment Autherity and one of the pro-
gram’s organizers, called the newly
formed network a “free benefit.”
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Chuck Lee of the
Farmington Department of Public
Safety sald the importance of the
program is in good communications
between merchants, not necessarily
in the numbers of criminals caught,
or Business Watch “alerts” lssued.

“An absence of crime is a measure
of everybody's success.” explained
Lee.

THE PROGRAM Is co-sponsored
by the Farmington Department of
Publle Safety and the Downtown
Farmington Business Associatlen,
wlth administrative help of the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce and the
city's DDA. Lee sald the plan is to
eventually spread the Business
Watch to businesses throughout the
city; there are already a few non-
downtown businesses [nvoived,

F installs a

of the
Watch decal.

Horse in

Halidayo

from C.S. Stevees

that come in a variety of styles
from classic to elegance,

000

‘Tls the Season to
Look and feel your best,
with Hollday Wrappings

even jogging suitsl

“There's no doubt, this s the most
effective time of the year” to have a
Business Watch program, sald Lee.
“T stressed, lets get this thing golng
belore the holiday.”

Organizers had hoped to start the
program soaner, bul a glitch n or-
dering business window decals
pushed the date back, according to
Strip Sittsamer.

‘The DFBA, a downtown retail
merchants group, also took the need-
ed time to review decals, to be sure
the lmage was right.

There's “too much money belng
put into the downtown Image" for
businesses and the city not to pay at-
tention to logo type, Strip Slttsamer
sald,

"It was important enough for us to
have decals appropriate to down-
town Farmlington. People fecl It {the
eye) is a positive symbol. It seems to
go with the idea of a Business Watch
program. It means we're watching.”

THE FARMINGTON Business
Watch program ls structured like a
network, or fan.

are contacted cither by the DFBA
during business hours, or the publie
safety department at other times.

The Farmington program s dil-
ferent than others, becouse the busi-
ness community has gotten so in-
volved with organizing the program,
Lec sal

sald.

“We like the whole concept of
business talking to business. Now
what we have to do is go into other
centers and try to get them orga.
nlzed as a group.”

MEMBERS OF the Busincss

Watch group, and others, can also
take advantage of special tralning
scssions offered by the public safety
department. They range from atop-
ping shopllfting to bullding securlty,
and are conducted by one or more
Farmington offlcers,

Several businesses have already
participated In crime prevention
training.

Lee promotes any avenues of com-
municatlon, from the Buslness
Watch network to these tralning ses-
slons. He cites (igures from the well-
entrenched  Nelghborhood Wateh

usinesses join crime watch program

program, which 15 now active in
more than half the peighborboods in
Farmington.

The city logged 104 breakeins in
1983, compared with only 14 s0 far
this year, he sald,

“Much of this success can be cred-
ited to the fact that we have our res}-
dents talking more with each other
and residents telephoning the police
department more about susplclous
persons,” he sald. “We hope to carry
on with Increased communleations
between our businesspeople and the
police department.”

Rep named to youth crime committee

State Rep Wilbur “Sandy"
Brotherton, R-Farmington, was
named to the Oversight Committee
on Early Intervention and Preven-
tion Services of Juvenite Delinquen-
cy by House Speaker Gary Owen,

The special committee will con-
sider ways to nip future crime in the

“Block captalns” are rep:
for contacting each of the six-nlne
businesses in their group if an
“3lert” [s sounded by the public safe-
ty department, which recelves the
origlnal call. These block captains

Pesis Familpn/

29224 W. 8 Mile Rd. »

rmington Hills (313) 476-1650
Corner of § Mlle & Middlebelt

bud by p '3 and
other assistance to “high risk"
youngsters before they become ca-
reer criminals.

“With all the problems facing our
children in today's complex world,

. Everything-

— MEN’S NIGHT —

Ledies, come In and register early —
Be sure your husband gets his
invitation,

— FROM 5%-20% OFF STOREWIDE —
Chaose an ornament from our tree for
your holiday discount.,

SUPER DISCOUNT SALE
IN PROGRESS
SUE & GHARLOTTE BRUCE

C. 8. Steuces For Wer
PETITES « MISSES"+SIZES 4 10 18
471-4460

Farmar Jock Shopping Conter
22060 Faemington Road and Nine Mile
Farmingten .

Tally Card & Gift Shop
EVERYTHING
35:10%

TALLY HALL/HUNTERS SQUARE
Orchard Lake Road & 14 Mile Road
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1060% * |
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| 'sHOES « BOOTS» SLIPPERS » SOCKS"
FREEMAN » FRENCH SHRINER » ZODIAC °
CHARLES JOURDAN + ROCKPORY + STRACAM
SPERRY TOPSIDER « WRIGHT » JARIO BRUNI
ENNESI s FRATELLE= BALLY, i

" Holiday Hours: Mon.-Wed.. 109, Thurs. 10-5, Fri. Closed, Sat, 10-6

‘Orchard Mall. » 851-5122 .»- W: Bloomfield .
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outdoor

garlands
Lovely wreaths In varlous sizes
Hundreds of tree trims

Satin, giass and unbreakable ornaments

Fancy, Imported German glass
Gift wraps and ribbons

! 34
o S !
Choose from over 50 ditterent styles of

“Naturaf looking" artificlal trees - %4 OFF
» Fantastic selection of Lights - both Indoor &

« Natlvity Sets+ Beautlful assortment of

their difflculties often begin at an
carly age, and I betleve that to dale,
we've failed to provide adequate
carly intervention and preventative
crime measures for juventles,
“There must be a greater empha-
sls on stopping youngsters from be-
glnning a career in crime, and the
time to steer them away from the

wrong place 18 when they are still in
elementary school,” Brotherton sald.

The lawmaker was pleased with
his appolntment.

“I Jook forward to serving on a
panel that has the potential to study
and recommend meaningful solu-
tions to belp reduce juvenile crime
In Michigan,” Brotherton sald.

Quality, hourly drop-In child care
A where kids can have fun.”
Your children can have thelr

M3

‘ own celebration with party
- ¥ tavors, a pizza dinner,

3610W. Magle (st Lansar)

+ 540-5702

NexttoAS P+
ham

munchles and breakfast!
bea All Childron 3-12 Yrs. of 8go
[ are wolcome.

32075 Northwestem
* 737-5437
(8. of 14 Mile)»
Farminglon Hite

savings to youl)

MINI BLINDS BY CHRISTMAS?
NO PROBLEM

3 DAY PICK UP
OR 5 DAY DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

« 1" Aluminum mini-biinds ali custom made
« Wood minl-blinds atso available

Come In and compare our quafity and low-
priced blinds to other so-called “‘named
brand” mini blinds, (We are the first direct
manufacturer to be able to pass on these
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WITH PURCHASE OF 6 FOOT OR LARGER
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREE
Qood untl) 12-24-87 «$10.00 Free Trim
L
b SOUPON
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WRAPPING PAPER

BUY 2ROLLS 1 FREE

(AND GET
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874 Ann Arbor Rd. « Plymouth

HOURS: N-T 10-8:30
Wed, Ciosed » Thurs, 103




