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of involved pollce agencies county-
wlde, Lauhoff said.

Both small departments and large
participate and recelve equal infor-
mation, despite any dlfferences in
operatlons. “The reasonlng is, we all
reallzed we needed each other for
support,” Lavhoff said. “We're all
looking ut the same [ssues, since law
affects us all. There's just a volume
difference.

“Qur goal Is to reduce crime.”

In addltion to that gencral goal.

OCA! set their sights on

cP
leglslative actlvities in  Lansing,
which directly atfect how an offlcer
does ihe job. “Our goals tend to be
set by changes in leglslation,”
Lauhoif explaincd. “Every change in
affects law
Money, manpower, we look at all
those things.”

DUT THE police graup also looks
at the recent, high-technology a:’dl-
ts, whicl

make the job more efficlent and, it is
boped, calching criminals an cosier
task,

The E-911 system is scheduled to
go Into operation durlng 1988 and
has requlired coordination not only
by police agencles, but computer and
telephone vendors whe must route
the emergency calls.

And the AFIS Automatic

litleal arena. Lauhoff calls it the
“blggest thing in law enforcement in
the last two-threc decades.” The
computerized system  will link
fingerprint informatlon from around
the state, allowlng atmost immedi-
ate print matches.

In-car computer terminals, re-
cently approved for Farmington of-
ficers and already used in Farming-

ton Hills, allow officers, to run
checks on vehicle licenses as they
make a tralflc stop, saving valuable
time.

BRINGING THIS technological
advance to Oakland County was the
braSnchild of Hills police chicf and
OCACP secretary Willlam Dwyer;
today, agencies can obtaln the units

iefs see strength in numbers

through a centralized county pur-
chasing system.

“A lot zf our efforts are centered
on new technology,” Lauholf said.
“But cverylhlog that's legisiative
impacts our ability to service. We
have to be heard.

“I'm happy about the rapport bo-
tween departments,” he added. “It's
kind of unique, We operate very well
supporting each other.”

tions to their dep:
create on clectronle network to

F System —
Is s}lll being debated In Lansing's po-
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LAST WEEK, Mahalak gave
schoot board trustces an overview
of the district’s new definitlon of
reading and the progress made by
her committee during the past sev-
eral months.

“As our committee looked into
reading, we found the nation as a
‘whole was looking into reading —
especially the flteracy arca,” she

“explained.

The definitlon of reading was
segmented and has changed to re-
flect individual needs and more un-
derstanding.

“Reading is really more,” she
said. “It Is a process of construct-
ing meaning. The question ls, ‘Do
students understand what they're
reading?" ™

© FARMINGTON'S NEW definl-
tion includes interaction between
.thie anthor and reader, adding new
information to the reader's knowl-
vdge base, and teaching readers to
“udapt to a variety of reading types.
‘Teachers will look at a combina-

Farmington students in grades 6-
10 are learning to enjoy and under-
stand reading through a newly in-
traduced novel reading program.

“Hislorically, this {rcading nov-
els) has been part of the high
school, not the middle school,” said
Farmington fanguage arts coordi-
nator John Barrett. “This Is a con-

! tinuation.”

\L

The program takes a “whole lan-
fuage” approach to teaching liter-
ature, he said.

‘Schools stress reading

“This is not just a teaching phiiosophy,
but a philosophy for all time. All of us

have to be teachers
right on down.’

Farmington reading specialist

of everything,

—Carolyn Mahalak '

tion of the reader, what is being
read, and the centext in which the
individual is reading.

“It makes good sense and proba-
bly was already in place,” Mahalak
toid the board. “We nced to re-
focus."

This new way of viewing reading
Is also belng used by the Michigan
Department of Educatlan, accord-
ing to information from the Michi-
gan Reading Assoclatlon as pre-
sented at a conference last March,
According to John Barreit, lan-
guage arts coordinator for Farm-
tngton, Michigan and Illinois are

New program called success

Taking students through a novel
program grade by grade will show
“how prior knowledge makes a big
impact on what we read,” Barrett
sald.

Barrett discussed the novel pro-

gram with the Farmington school
board last week as part of a pres-
cmation about the changlng read-

ing currlculum In the district. He
called the program a “resounding

suceess.”

A panel of teachers is Investigat-

the only two states revising their
reading programs.

The district Is also reviewing Its
reading program In light of
planned changes In the Michigan
Educational Assessment Program,
or MEAP state testlng program.
The MEAP is given to fourth, sev-
enth and 10th graders throughout
the state each fall.

In 1989, MEAP recading narra-
tlves will be longer, and the test
will probably be graded different-
1y, Mahalak sald. State testing offi-
clals have not determlined how the
MEAP scoring will be done,

ing possibly using the novel read-
ing program in grades 3.5 In the
future, Barrett added.

The novet program attempts o
develop a sysiematlc way of teach-
ing literary works, to Integrate
writing with reading and to add
higher order thinking skills to the
student's tearnlog. Teachers In all
the participating grades are
tratned in the novel reading pro-
gram, which focuses on a core of
books and suggests additlenal nov-
cls to enhance the program.
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Student Interns from Channel 10, the local
educationa) access cable channel based at
North Farminglon High School, did the sta-
tion's first live shoot of a sporting event Dec.
17 at North. Lauren Mistor works the camera
with Intern Robin Baker at right, as the North
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Farming

Hawka in baaketbdall. The Hawka won, 58-52.
Both interns are seniors In ihe Farmington
schoots, The.Intern program trains students
!r?m the three public high schools in
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