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Murphy: 88 good for economy, polis

By Tim Richard
staft writor

DEMOCRATS, meanwhlle, say
they're recrultlng  candldates to

A good year for the economy. A
good year at the polls.

‘That's the prognosis for Qakland
County and Executlve Danlel T.
Murphy, who will seek a fifth term
with no opposition in sight.

“We'll probably do 80 to 90 per-
cent (of the new construction) we did
in 1987, Murphy said, noting that
the current year was the second best
{or construction tn Oakland’s histery.
That wauld put 1988 construction
somewhere between $1 billion and
$1.17 biilion, making it the third best
year ever.

Murphy, a lfctime figure
in Oakland government, and the Re-
publican ticket.

For much of 1937, Lansing gossip

that showed him leading Ross 2-1
among likely voters countywide, It
was 53 percent for Murphy, 24 for

053,
In the Observer & Eccentric circu-
latlon area, Murphy had a 40 percent

had Doug Ross as a sure d

but In December counly Democrats

Tet It be known that he's definitely

not running. A former state scnalor,
Ross dlrects (he Department of

Cmgmcrce {or Gov, James Blandc.
ard.

“Who'd want to give up a sure job
with Blanchard to run here?" asked
one Democratic Jeader.

ore Ross dropped out, Mur-
phy's forces commissioncd a poll

lead, ding to the s
camp.

NAME RECOGNITION had been
one of Murphy’s soft spots, so much
so that his 1980 opponcnt made an

ue of it.

But the new poll showed Murphy
with 80 percent name recognition,
according to deputy exccutive Pa-
trick Nowak. Murphy's performance
approval rating was 61 percent.

The poll showed Republicans were
generally  running  45-27  percent
ahead of Democrats, Nowak said.
Leaders of both political partles,
however, conslder Qakland normally
“marginally Republican" — mean-
ing less than a 5 percent advantage.

“WE HAVE A lot of cares out
there. We just don't get the publicity
on them,” Murphy sald in his review
of hls 13th year as county executive.

He likens Oakland to a well-run
company that docsn't make head.
lines the same way nearly-bankrupt
tirms do.

Murphy pointed to the high tech-
nology belt stretching from Roches-

ter Hills through Auburn Hills, down
through Troy, Southfield, Farming.
ton Hitls and Novi:

"We're working on the Ferndales,
Hazel Parks and Oak Parks, all
aleng the 1-696 corridor,” he said, re-
ferring to the older, inner ring of
suburbs.

Oakland has assigned an cconomic
development staff member, Jack
Driker, and Is hiring an economic
consultant to work with the southern
tier of communities.

‘The job will be not enly to help the
southern tfer adjust to the lmpact of
the long-awaited “missing link” in
the region's freeway system, but o
find new business opportunlties.
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Post-Christmas
Clearance...

20% to 50% Off

Original Prices
Throughout the

Entire Store!
OPEN SATURDAY

TROY 8:00 a.m.; FAIRLANE 9:00 a.m.

30% to 50% Off

® Designer, Better and Contemporary

Dresses and Sportswear

® Activewear

¢ Designer and Better Eveningwear
® Men’s American and International

Sportswear

® Boys’ 8 to 20 Sportswear

* Jewelry
¢ Handbags
* Women's Shoes

20% to 50% Off

* Intimate Apparel

20% to 30% Off

e Men’s Clothing and Furnishings

e Maternity _
® Designer and Better Coats and Suits
® K.I.D.S. Clothing '

30% Off
. Belts, Scarves, Gloves, Hats*

*There have been intermediate price reductions on some items prior to this sale.
Limited quantities avaifable during this clearance sale.
**Excopt Fur Hat, 25% Off. All imported furs labeled to show country of origin.

Register to win a $1,000 Shopping Spree!
In Troy, from 8:00 a.m. to 12 Noon, and
in Fairlane, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon.
Drawings at 1:00 p.m.

Troy: OpenMonday through fFriday 10 a.m.to9 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. to9p.m,; Sunday 11a.m.to6p.m.
Fairlane: Open Monday throughFriday 10 a.m.to 9 p.m,; Saturday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m,; Sunday 12to6 p.m.




