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ARMINGTON Hins

restdent Clifford

Culham Jr., who died

of Lou Gehrig's ,
disease, which attacks nerve
cells that eontrol muscle
movement, included in his wilt
that he be removed from
artificial Jife support systems if
there was no hope for a decent

life,

After Oakland County Clreuit
Judge David Breck granted
legal immunity Dec. 15,2
Birmingham physlclan
disconneeted the 57-year-old
man’s lfe-sustaining ventilator
and feeding tubes three days
later.

Culbam had sought
disconnectlon for a year 50 he
could die “In dlgaity and In
comfort,” as Breck put it.

Such a request through a will
isn't binding. But Breek told
Channel 7 newscaster Bill
Bonds Dec. 16, “It's certalnly
helpful.”

Breck, who visited Culham In
his Ohio nursing home room to
assure he understood the
ramifjcations of his request,
added that Culham’s will “gave
me even more credence to hls
wishes.”

BACK on board. R

The Farmingten Hills City
Counclil reappolnted three
resldents Dec. 21 to the
assessor’s residential board of
review.

Dorothy Jefirles, George
Doom and Gordon Meyers
accepted assessor Dean Babb’s
reappolintment offer of one-,
two- and three-year terms,
respectively.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week ~ Farmington
Hills' San Marino Golf Course
and Recreatlonal Malntenance
Center has recelved an Award
of Merlt from the Park :
Maintenance and Grounds
Management magazine for its
efficlency and attractlveness.
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May a peaceful,

By Jonnne Maliazewski
stalt wrller

Botsford Hospltal offlclals are
concerned about public reactlon,
partleularly among the elderly, to a
federal report showlng the hospital's
18 percent mortality rate among

Mcdicare patlents was higher than

expected for 1986,

“We're really concerncd that
what's been reported won't cause un-
due concern among our paticnts,”
sald Dr, Kenneth Glinter, Botsford
medical director. “We are concerned

that the elderly — the majority of
Medlcare patlents — may misinter-
pret the study,”

Botsford officlals join other top
medical leaders who are eriticul of a
mortality rate study by the Health
Care Flnancing Administratlen, the
federal agency that administers the
Mcdlcare program.

The Farmington Hills hospital was
one of nine Michigan hospltals
ranked In the study as having more
than expected deaths among Medi-
care patients in 1986, The agency
studied almost 6,000 hospitals na-

-~

Grand River Avenue in d

All that was missing was some traveling music when this
silhouetted dancer pranced out of town oarller this week.
David Shein of the Hacker Sign Studlo in Detroit Is remov-
Ing the aign from the Busher Schoot of Dance Arls on

LAURA CASTLE/stalf photographer

Eventful year

(0 The yoar reviewed in
pictures, 1B; a look back at
sports,

® JANUARY

Disruptive acts by teenagers along
the Orchard Lake corrldor in Farm-
ington Hills made the dll

tionally, 197 of which are in Michi-

gan, .

Botsford was the only Oakland
County hospital among the nine
ranked lor higher than expected
number of deaths, The study listed
the Straith Memorial Hospltal in
Southfteld as having no deaths. Stra-
ith specializes In cosmetic and thera
peutic surgery.

BASED ON 1928 Medicare pa-
Uents at Botsford, the federal study
listed the hospital's mortality rate at
about 18 percent, compared to “a

Hospital

By Josnne Maliszewski
staff writer

Botsford General Hospital offi-
cials bedieve a federal study of mor-
wllty rates at hospitals serving
Medleare patients bas seme serious
flaws and weaknesses.

The Health Care Financing Ad-
ministration study, Botsford officials
maintain, neglects certaln factors

* that would further explain the death

rates of Medicare patients at the
Farmington Hills-based hospital.
The recently rcleased report
shows that Botsford has a mortality
rate among Medlcare patlents of

predicted range of 10-17 percent.”

“1 can't argue with the numbers
provided in the study,” Glinter said
about the death rate statistics. “But
llcan dlsagree with their fnterpreta-
tlon."

The study needs “considerable re-
finement” before it can be constd-
ered accurate, according to a writ-
ten respanse submitted by Botsford.

“The release of thls kind of data
now creates a lot of smoke, creates a
lot of controversy (and) ralses a lot
of doubt in the public mind for really
no good public purpose,” agreed
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otsford raps mortality ratings

Twenty-Flve Cents

Spencer Johnson, president of the
Michlgan Hospital Associatlon,

Glinter said he is worrled that the
public and the federal agency be-
lleve mortality rates and quality of
care are related,

“Mortality rates are absolutely,
positively, no indication of quality of
care. There is no proven correlation
between a hospital’s mortality rate
anc‘l* the quallty of care,” Glinter
sald.

Plgase turn lo Pago 2

answers report

about 18 percent, slightly above the
predicted rate of 10-17 percent.

Of greatest concern to hospltal of-
ficials [s that the study wll be Inter-
preted as a gulde or measurement of
hospital and care quallty. In order
for the study to be used In that man-
ner, officials sald, considerable re-
finement in the methods used in the
study is required.

“There Is no way that the quality
of health care should be equated
with the mortallty rate,” said Dr.
Kenneth Glinter, medical director.

Glinter ls concerned that patients,
particularly the clderly, will inter-
pret the study to mean that those

hospltals with higher than expected
mortality rates for Mcdlcare pa-
tients are not providing quallty care.
The medical director said that's un-
true because many factors play a
part in determining whether a hospl-
tal Is providing good care.

And that's the quarrel that Glinter
has with the federal study.

GLINTER AND Marilyn Kuncz
Botsford medical records adminls-
trator, maintain that the study ne-
glects factors such as patlent age,
stage of illness, referrals from other

Please turn to Page 2

Seeking answers
Racist vandals spark response

By Casey Hans
slaff writer

An outpouring of sympathy and
support has come from the Farming-
ton communlty for a biracial couple
whose house was vandalized during
the holldays.

Derwin Success said he has
received “tremendous support” from
the community. Many people, mostly
strangers, have sent flowers,
brought food and offered to help
clean the exterior walls of hls house
where racial slurs were painted sev-
eral days before Christmas.

Also, the head of a local communi-
ty group addressing cultural aware.

ness will dlscuss the Incldent at its -

meeting next week. The group will
also try to determine ways to help In
(ke future,

Derwin Success, who is black, and
Dianna Success, who is white, also
bad windows broken at their Farm-
ington home last week. They have
llved Where for the past two years
with three children from Dianna's
previous marriage.

Farmington pollee offlcials sald
there are no suspects in the case.
They have recelved only one unsub-
stantiated tip regarding the property
damage, according to Gary
deputy public safety director.

As insurance adjusters
damage at their Shiwassee Street
home Tuesday, Derwin Success sald
the couple was attemptiog to get ad-
dltional communlty support for a
Cultural Day for the F

dren of different racial and ethnic
backgrounds could gather and get to
know each other.

THE COUPLE works together ina
motivatlonal counscling business for
young people. He says they are
determined to help In efforts to
bring ethnle harmony to the Farm-
Ington area.

There have been efforts through-
out the Farmington and Farmington
Hills arca during the past year to de-

- velop cultural and ethnic harmony.

The Cultural Awareness Commit-
tee comprised of members of the
community was recently reactlvat-

, and is meeling monthly to dls-
cuss cultural and ethnic toples.

Discussing the Success’ situatlon

“ls o must,” according to Jim Ag-
new, newly clected chalrman of the
group and a Farmington Hills resi-
dent.

“This was our whole emphasis —
to try to provide an atmosphere so
something llke that would not hap-
pen.”

Agnew called the Incident a
“throwback” to years past. He hopes
to get input from other committee
members at the group’s next regular
meeting scheduled for Wednesday
evening.

Another member of the commit.
tee said he had Invited Derwin Suc-
cess to next week’s meeting. Success
sald he would welcome any type of
community support.

Rights complaint
keeps party rolling

It took the help of the Michigan
Department of Civil Rights for a
skate-dance performance and holi-
day skating party to go on as sched-
uled Tuesday cvening at the Bona-
venture Skating Center in Farming-
ton Hills.

“It appeared the owner of the
roller rink wanted to back out {of the
scheduled party). That was the thing
we altempted to deal with,” said Ed-
ward Chastang, director of the eivil

avea, Success pictures an anpual
event where several hundred chil-

rights dep! 'S bu-
reau,
Noah Murphy, 28, flled a com-

plaint Dec. t with the state Civil
Rights Department to ensure that
his skating party would take place
desplte cfforts by Bonaventure
owner Louls Armbruster to back out
of the rink reservation, Chastang
sald, Murphy and hls skate<dancing
partnet, Crystal Brown, 22, could nat
be réached for comment.

Until the Investigation is com-
plete, Chastang sald he was unable
to provide details on the rezson why
Murphy filed a complalnt when
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comes to a close

® FEBRUARY

Word that the Farmington school
district was considering a central-
ized caused

By Casey Hans and
Joanne Maliszewaki
slaff writers

ROM COCAINE trials and
murders, to concern over
child care, cducallon, and
other community lssues,

1987 has brought joy to some and
pain to others,

The Observer staff has covered a
variely of stories, twice each weck,
giving readers’a taste of their com-
‘munity and keeping them abreast of
the news that affects them. Follow-

Ing s a selection from our fltes of
the top issues covered during 1987:

January as pollce, tecns,
their parents, and members of the
business community met to discuss
problems and their possible solu-
tions, It also led to a medla blitz by
radlo and television stations, a move
applauded by some parents who
wanied to shed llght on the problem
but deeried by Hills police chief Wil-
liam Dwyer as a “clreus.” i
Much of the fighting and destruc-
tion was deemed to be ethnlc In ori-
gin, Dwyer said. The problems
prompted the' formation of several
communily groups to discuss the
area’s- cultural diversity, and to

several hundred parents to organlze
and protest the move. More than 300
attended a school board study ses-
lmabm (h.el issue, with m
1| g out agalnst a centri
program for the district. .
The protest prompted the district
to offer only an optional centralized
program this year at Its two early
childbood centers. About 70 children
attend,
® MARCH
Murder and attempted murd
were In the news In March, .
- The 81-year-old chauffeur of a res-
Ident of the Hunteras Rldge Apart.
m

determine how a better
ing could be developed.

ents In F ls was fa-
tally shot and robbed of $430, Three

Detrolt residents were arrested and
charged with murder and related
counts for the north side incldent.

Also in March, Livonia resident
Paul Dober, then 19, was found
guilty in Oakland County Clrcuit
Court of shooting a security guard at
the Putt "N’ Games arcade on Grand
River in Farmington Hills, A new
trial is pending for Dober in 1988 be-
cause of an omisslon in the court
records,
@ APRIL

Parents from the West Bloomfleld
Township whose children attend
Farmington schools spoke out about

roposed houndary changes
.glgh schools that would affect thelr

area, About 83 students at Warner
Middle School were given a one-time
cholee of Harri or

boundary changes go into effect.
At the end of 1987 all Farmington
school boundaries are again in ques-
tion, as 2 community panel gathers
Information to propose boundary
and facllity changes at all grade lev-
els for fall 1968, Their proposals a:
expected to be detalled at a Jan.
school board meeting.
® MA'

A long-time Farmington resident
and middle school teacher in the
Bloomfield Hills school district, Da-
vid Michael Schulty, 25, was sen-
tenced

re
19

on appeal.

North Farmington before permanent

ry
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