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’87 good year for Farmington sports
Athletic successes were many |

8y Dan O'Moora
staft wrlter

As the old year prepares to take
its place in history, the flnal week of
1987 scems an appropriate time to
review the local sporls highlights
from cvents of the 1ast 12 months.

Farmington saw its athletic teams
complle an extenslve record for sue-
cess. Division, league, district and
reglonal titles were won (n numer-
ous sports — and, on one occasion, a
natlonal champlonship.

The year in sports got off to a
rousing start when Qakland Commu-
nity College captured the Natlonal
Junlor College Athletle Association
Divisfon II crown in mid-March.

‘The Raiders were underdogs at
the start of post-scason play, but
they were No. 1 when It was ail over,
OCC cdged past Allegheny Commu-
nity College of Pittsburgh, Pa., in the
championshlp game played in Sagl-
naw, 91-90.

Carson Butler, who paced the
Ralders with 20 polnts, sank two free
throws wlith 20 seconds left in over-
time Lo give OCC the victory.

BUTLER, A 5-foot-10 palnt guard,
scored 11 polnts in the final §% min-

Millard Coleman runs the oplion as quarterback

year in
review

utes of regulation play to help rally
the Raiders, Coach Lynn Recd's
team completed its banner season
with a 29-8 record.

The winter sports season saw an-
otber growp of Raiders excel, (0o,
North Farmington’s girls gymnas-
tics squad place sccond in the state
with a balanced team effort.

Kim Heller's tie for third place on
the vault was the best indlvidual ef-
fort by a North gymnasi, but the
Ralders received strong perfor-
mances from Lucine Toroyan, Clndy
Tijan, Nicki Yuskowatz, Kara Karhu
and Marilyn Dunn to put North sec-
ond only to champlon Troy Athens,

Track scason proved to be onc of
the Farmington schools' most suc-
cessful sports.

North's glrls tecam repeated as
Western Lakes Athletle Association
champion, edging Plymouth Canton
by one polnt ta retaln the title,

CINDY CRAMER threw

the

RANDY DORST/statt photographos

of Harrison's

eam. Col a sop
rolo as the Hawks tinished second in the state.

played e big

discus a school-record 115 feet, 5
Inches for first place in that cvent,
and the Ralders also won the shot
put (Suzi Butcher) and the 800-meter
relay (Wendy Love, DeDe Newman,
Jennifer Stoe and Tammy Spengler).

Farmington had one of the arca's
best boys track leams, and the Fal-
cons captured the Class A champlon-
ship in the 3,200-meter relay,

Senlors Chris Inch and Al Stebbins
and juntors Ron Smedley and Bran-
don London combined to post a
state-record time of 7:48.5.

Inch — a cross country Atl-Ameri-
can, as was Stebbins — had accepted
an athletic scholarship from the Uni-
versity of Hitnols carller and was
named Athlete of the Year by the
Observer at the concluslon of the
school year.

Farmington Hills Harrison also
distingulshed itself In track and
field, winning the Class B reglonal
boys title at Linden High Schoal.

The Hawks won the discus (Mark
Bonasso) and two relays, Craig
Mortz, Brian Soeder, Chad Burgess
and Aaron Yaverski won the 1,600-
meter relay and cnabled Harrlson to
edge Hartland for tcam honors. Ear-
lier In the meet, Mortz, Burgess,
Chris Hart and Pat Runk won the
3,200 relay.

FARMINGTON reaped numcrous
individual awards in the boys A re-
giona) at Sauthficld High. Inch won
the 1,600 and 3,200 runs, Stebblns the
800, Andrew Holllday the pole vault,
Ed Sudzina the shot put and London
the high jump.

Farmington Hllts Mcrcy’s softball
team enjoyed the most success in el-
ther of the diamond sports,

Behind the pltching of sophomore
Amy Edward, the Marlins advanced
to the reglonal final at Hazel Park.
Merey eliminated the host team 7-2
before losing to Garden City 2-0. The
Marlins, who lost only one starter to
graduatlon, closed out the year with
an 18-9 record.

Harrlson won the Western Divi-
slon basehall title In the WLAA, and
the Hawks passed their pre-district
test but lost to Class B power Linden
tn district actlon.

The spring season also saw North
Farmington do a turnabout In boys
tennis. Flrst-year coach Marlanne
Ring took a program that had been
down on Its luck and guided the
Raiders to the WLAA champlonship.

NORTH WAS unbeaten (10-0) in
teague dual meets and 11-1 overall,
and the 1987 team became (he first

Pioneer player nets 40
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OU sophomore Andre Bond helped his Pionecr teammates to
tho Convanient Food Mart Classic title Tuesday night by scor-
Ing 40 points and grabbing 15 rebounds in a 107-85 trlumph
over 8iena Holghts. For his efforts, Bond was named the tour-

b

OU wins tournament

Winning basketball teams need
scorers, rcbounders, defenders —
and, as Oakland Unlversity's mens
team proved In the flnals of Tues-
day’s Conventent Food Mart Classic
at Lepley Sports Center, the better
teams have those qualities in abun-
dance,

The Ploneers needed depth to
overcome Stena Helghts 107-85.
Sure, the score seems lopsided, but
with 4:41 left and OU up 87-76, point
guard Brian Gregory fouled out —
the third Pioneer to do so.

OU could have folded, but didn't.
In fact, the Pioneers — now 7-3 —
finished with a flurry. After the
Salnts closed to within 91-83 with
3:21 to go, OU went on & 16-2 scoring
spurt to lce the vietory.

Scott Biltinger was the key for OU
down the stretch. With Gregory join-
Ing lorwards John Henderson and
Pete Schihl on the sidellne (Hender-
son fouled out with 11:23 left, Schlhl
wlth 6:58), Blttinger took coatrol. He
connected on . eight-stralght free
throws in the {inal five minutes, fln-
ishing with 29 polnts, including 13-
of-18 from the tine.

But the real hero for the Ploneers
was forward Andre Bond, Bond wax
unstoppable, pouring in 40 polnts,

. grabbing 15 rebounds, blocking four

shots, making four steals and dishing
out three assists. His effort earned
him tournament mast valuable play-
e honors,

But It wasn't just Bond’s show,
Wnl‘l;llge chivlla‘ came off the ‘buu:h to
contribu ints, Mike
McCan bad. four. mf".na 10
boards, Henderson {|
polnts and slx rebounds arid Gregory
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in the 3,200-meter relay for Farmington
dod London (

d), Al

Schoal
Stabbins (left), Ron Smediey

in school history to qualily for state,
Jay Graff and Josh Hoffman were
league champs at Nos. 1 and 2 sin-
gles, respectively.

The summer months saw South
Farmington, a Little Caesars-Mick-
ey Mantle baseball team for 15- and
16-year-olds, recover from a poor
start to make a good showing i the

1987.
(center) and

Natlonal Amateur Baseball Federa-
tlon Junior World Serles, which was
played in nelghboring Northville.
Too many bases-on-balts led to a
discouraglng loss to the Long Island
(N.Y.) Tlgers in the opening game,
but South Farmington came back the
next day to defeat APSC

ud

RANOY not-uu oomm
The foursome that won the stata champlonship Chris Inch (right). Their trilumph was one of

High many successes for clty teams and athletes in

Coach Lou Pirronello’s ballclub
procecded to advance through the
Yosers' bracket and got within one
step of the tournament final, but
Dixie of Lexington, Ky., halted the
dhrivc and went on to clalm the tro-
phy.

Maumee, Ohio, and remain alive.
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Observer & Eccentric Cross Country Ski School I
\ ADDISON OAKS COUNTY PARK INDEPENDENCE OAXS
1480 West Romeo Road _ COUNTYPARK
Oxtord, M1 48051 ¢/0 Oakland County Parks & Recroation
693-2432 \y 9501 Sashabaw Road
i I Clatkston, M1 48016
BEECH WOODB )y 625-0877
RECREATION CENTER © ST
¢/0 Soulhfield Parks & Receeation {3 3 MAYBURY STATE PARK
22200 Road & c/ A
Southfreld, M 48034 AL 303 Wost Main Strost
3549603 .

HERITAGE PARK

31555 Eleven Mile Roa
Farmington Hills, M1 48018
AT3-9570

winter. You can learn to cross-coun

Due to limited space avallability, pre-
registration information, call any near!
at least one week in advance of lesson.

c/o Farmington Hills Patks & Recreation
d

GET ON THE RIGHT TRACK

with the

®bserver & Lecentric

NEWSPAPERS

CROSS-COUNTRY
SK1 SCHO

Cross-country skilng is & fun, exciting and healthfui way to enjoy the outdoors this

try ski at the Observer & Eccentric Ski School
at several nelghborhood locations in Oakland and Wayne Countles. Clinics begin

In January (weather permitting) .

$10 includes equipment rental and 1% hour skilesson .

$5 (with your own equipment)

registration is required. For complete
by site listed below, Monday through Friday,

OL!

.

Northville, Mi 48167
348:0203

WARREN VALLEY GOLF COURBE
c/o Waxnacaunr%i’arks & Recreation
\nn Arbor Trall

33175

Waestiand, Mi 48185

261-1000
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