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Clock winding down on eventful year

The case was controversial be-
cause of the legis) datory

acres at 12 Mile and Drake were
being dropped In favar of renovating
Detroit's historic Fox Theatre.

F

20-year jall term Oakland County
Circult Judge Hilda Gage was re-
quired to impose. “I don't feel the
sentence I'm imposing Is a falr one,”
she sald. “There's nothing I can do.
l’deuly<bound (o follow that law."
[ ]
> Farmington Hlits and Farmingtlon
police offictals got tough — again —
on the sale of llquor to minors, using
patice cadets to do a major liquor
sweep throughout the communities
{n an effort to curb teenage drinking
In the communlty. Nearly one third
of the licensed businesses were tick-
cted in the June sweep, The police
action followed lwo major crack-
downs conducted In 1986.

Ticketed storeowners were out-
raged at the sweeps, calling the po-
llee use of cadets unfalr and entrap-

ment,

Convlcted killer John Merlo was
sentenced to Jife in prison — for a
sccond time — for the 1967 fatal
shooting of his 18-year-old wife In a
Farmington Township beauty salon.
The sentencing followed a {hree.
week retria), in which Merlo pleaded
for a Jesser convictlon, allowing him
a chance at parole.
® JULY

As In the past 22 years, July
marked the annual Farmington
Founders Festival. The theme of the
23rd annual celebration was “Sesqui-
centennial,” tylng-in with Michlgan's
150th annlversary.

* The summer heat brought truth to
the rumor that Farmingten Hills
would not be home to Little Caesars
plzza company headquarters, Farm-
ngton Hills officials were disap-
~pointed when plzza company owner
Mlchael Ilitch confirmed rumors
that plans for the headquarters on 39

cily manager Robert
Deadman celebrated his 30th year
with the city’s adminlstration. Plans
were made amid resident protest to
allow Farmington resldent Walter
Sundqulst to level a house for addi-
tlonal parking downtown near the
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home.

In an annual tradition, Helen Dit-
zhazy, Farmington sehoo) board vice
president, tock Lhe gavel from outgo-
Ing presldent Helen Prutow.

[ ) KUGUST

The month brought promise of a
celebration as Farmington and
Farmington Hills pollce, officials
and resldents made thelr plans for
Pope John Paul II's planned Septem-
ber visit.

‘The anticipation took a back seat
10 shock, devastation and grief when
Northwest Flight 255 crashed near
Middlebelt and 1-96 while taking off
from Detroit Metropolitan Alrport,
kiling all aboard, The Sunday eve-
ning crash brought the shock closer
to home when It was revealed that
one Farmington Hills resident and
the relatives of another Farmington
Hills family were aboard the
doomed flight.

Veteran Farmington Hlils city
councliman Donn Wolf announced he
would not seck re-election to a third

with a city day care ordlnance,
which allows state-licensed family
day care homes for 2 maxlmum slx
children in residential arcas.

Clty council elections already
were on the minds of many as 10
candidates in Farmington His and
three In Farmington flled nominat-
Ing petitions for lhe Nov. 3 general
election. Four scats were open In
Farmington HlVIs and three In Fartm-
inglon. In less than a week, however,
one of the Farmington Hills candi-
dates withdrew his candldacy.
® SEPTEMB

To the disappolntment of many
community activists, Russ Tuttle re-
signed from his clght-year post as
community relatlons direclor for
Botsford General Hospital. But the
former Farmington-Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent made a final debut as chairman
of the chamber’s annual Cltizen of
the Year banquet in October,

August began months of waiting,
hoping and recovery for Richard
Headlee, former 1982 gubernatorial
candidate, who received a new heart
in October,

The president of the Farmington
Hills-based Alexander Hamllton In-
surance Co. of America is still In
Utah where he underwent surgery at
the Latter-Day Saint Hospital in Salt
Lake Clty. The Farmington Hills res-
ident has since faced a number of

year term. Wolf data
clty councll meeting that he would
support candidate Jean Fox in what
turned out to be her successful elec-
tion bid.

Alter months of debate throughout
1987 over the home chlld day care
issue, the Farmington Hills City
Councll gave two-year 1

o cultural

setbacks gall bladder sur-
gery.

The Farmington Hills City Council
beefed-up an ordinance making the
sale of narcotlc paraphernalia a
erimical offense.

Eleven Farmington area residents
banded together and formed a new
to educate and

two Farmington Hills women opera-
ting the larger group day care homes
for a maximum 12 children. The two
baby-sitting services do not comply

Farmington Hills resident Victor Capaidl and his daughter,
Brittany, stand on the deck of their Farmington Ridge house
which overslooks woods where he spolted what ha thought was
& panther last April. “It was pretty incredible,” he said. The
lnlm:l was reportadly three feat long and weighed about 50
pounds.

By Joanne Mallszewaki
statf writor '

1987 brought a series of ups and
downs to the Farmington Commun!-
ty Center,

Financial woes for the 20-year-old
community ceoter grabbed the spot-
light in the spring when then-presi-
dent Nancy Finley made the center’s
deficit public before a jolnt meeting
of the Farmington aod Farmington
Hills city councils,

. Finley promised council members
that everything that could be done
would be done to save the historic
conter on Farmington Road, be.
iween 10 and 11 Mile. She also made
it clear center officials were not
fooking to either city for financial

help.
- ¢ M the center ever goes under

Tinanclally, it would revert to the
Farmington Communlty Library, fi-
nanced by the citles of Farmington

‘armington That's a posst-
billty that officials In the cities and

community center made clear they

aredetermined toavold. - -~

~ As center officials plotted thels
‘Sourse for flnancial recovery and a
trighter future, veteran executive
dlrector Betty Paine announced her
retirement, effective June 1.

. That’s when Lawrence

Jormer/ Farmington Public Schools
assistant mmgzrndmt. stepped in
as intérim until a pew full-
;ut;m dlrector could be found for the

/THOUGH FREEDMAN made it
ixw tls stay would be tempong:
r’ 1,

foster cultural understanding. The
committee replaced a former group
that was considered to have too
many governmental represcntatives.
A school finance plan was
unvelled in the state Leglstature that
would cost Farmington Public
Schools $1.3 million. The plan would
force the 41 wealthiest out-of-formu-
1o districts to pay the employer's
share of Soclal Security payments
for all teachers. The plan is one of
about 10 proposed for revamplng the
{lnanclal slde of public education,
Gov. James Blanchard gave many
growing communities a rude awak-
enlng by vetoing supplemental pay-
ments that communities, such as
Farmington Hills, were ecligible for
because of Increased populations
since the 1980 head count. The issue,

Hills

Far [}

® NOVEMBER

Election returns arc in, In the
Farmington Hills corner, the
surprise was he defeat of veteran
counctiwoman Joan Dudley. Viciors
were Joe Alkateeb and

Wally Kurzeja,
Keith Lampear and Ron Battani visit with Mi-
chael and Carol Brazen and their newborn son,
Christopher Michael, at Botaford General Hos-

Thursoay, 31,1987 O&E

(FI3A

Ington Hills mayor and Terry Sever
mayor pro tem. In Farmington,
Richard Tupper was elected mayer
and Arnold Campbell mayor pro
tem.

Hills resident, Clif-

Terry Sever and counctl newcorners
Jean Fox and Aldo Vagnozzi.

In the uncontested Farmington
City Councll race, the victories of in-
cumbents Richard Tupper, Ralph
Yoder and Wililam Harisock was no
surprise,

Farmington Public Schools voters
will be asked Feb. 9, 1988, to rencw
5.75 operating millls plus to waive
the effect of the Headlee Tax Limi-
tatlon Amendment on the renewal.
An approval in February would al-
Tow the value of the 5.75 mlils to be
retained without the tax

F
ford Culham Jr. petitions the Oak-
tand County Circult Court to be re-
moved from his life-sustaining ventl-
lator. A vietim of amyotrephic
lateral sclerosis, also known as Lou
Gehrig's disease, Culham, 57, got his
wish and was disconnected from hls
life-sustaining equipment Dec. 18.
@ DECEMSER

A man who raped and robbed two
women in a house in northwest
F. Hills T glving
night may be responsible for at least
;‘:z other rapes or attempted rapes in

. field. B

impact of the Headlee A

Surprise wasn't the theme of the
night as the.Farmington Hills City
Council and Farmingion City Coun-
cils elected Its leaders. Councilwom-
an Jody Soronen was elected Farm-

est Town-
ship and Blr since Apri). No
one has been arrested.

Members of Farmington's Down-
town Development Autharity contin-
ue reviewlng options to alleviate
downtown trafflc congestion.

e photo

pltal lant March, The tiretighters helped dellver
the baby at the Brazen's home one early morn-
ing in March. “If it wasn't for them, this guy
wouldn't be alive,” Michaoi said.

Richard Headlee had a
change of heart.

as far as the are con-
cemed, remalns unresolved.
® OCTOBER

Farmington Publle Schools an-
nounce that enrollment is on the in-
crease. Enrollment Increased by 77
students over the previous year,
placing the total student cnrollment
at 10,777,

As Images of October 1929 came
to mind, local stock market players
and analysts braced themselves as
Wall Street took a nose dive. While
some colled it a crash that prompted
concern over the nation's economy.
Others called it a merely a correc-

.
Farmington city councilwoman

. Shirley Richardson is named Citlzen

of the Year at the silver anniversary

of the .
Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-
merce.

Farmington Hills Fire Depart-
ment officlals defend thelr use of
1ive burns for trafning in the wake of
the deaths of three flreflghters near
Ml)ford during a training burn.

Center’s story: struggle

The Farmington Community Canter — a year of change.

was started. The still Incomplets
atudy Is belng conducted by Plante &

_Moran CPA's of Southfleld.

The $18,000 study is expected to
provide a guldellne for program-
ming, community services, financ
Ing, staffing, administrative organi-
zation and use of the 8,400-square-
foot bullding.

While kicking-off the study, Freed-
man and board members got the ball
volling on other thinga,
plotted a new course for making the
communily center a cultural center.
Some cultural programming was
added. For example, 2 successful se-
Hgll :( outdoor concerts, one of
whicl

‘We are going to expand our cultural
offerings to the community,” Freed-
man said in July.
also made efforts to
beef up the ceater’s public relations
and to Improve stafflng. He hircd
two new stalf members during his
short tenure, a public relations rep-
resentative and another custodian,
By December 1, Dorothy Pfaff, a
Bloomfield Township resident, left
ber position as volunteer services di-
rector at the Birmingham Communi-

‘ty House to take the reins as the new

executive director.

She has big hopes and plans for the
center. “The communily center is
entering new hc;:h:ons." she said,

& stepped In and

%an planning for the future. Under
Qs leadership, a study planned by
Flnley. and other board members,

axg
Marcus Belgrave, drew overwhelm-
ing crowds in the fall. )
anything.

& populat! growing and the
community center will attempt to
meet the changing needs of the
F area,

“We are not

"

@

Harry NEW VEAR!

We welcome another vew opportunity
to thank you for our most imponant asset...
your warm, enduring friendship.

@

Be ascured that our high etandards for
2
guality, integrity, and personal Service
will continue to be upheld.

&

May your 1988 be bessed with oy,
health, happiness and contentment
for you. and those you love.




