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Parallels drawn:

staff writor

It started as a talk on the strug-
gle of South Alrican blacks o win
rights and equallty, It ended with a
discussion In which parallels were
drawn between (he scparation of
people by color in South Afrlea and
in Detroit and suburban nelghbor-

hoods.

“How 1s it that we arc going to
break down the Insulation?” Carol
Scaife of the Bloomfield Hllls PTO
asked in an audience dlscussion aft-
erwards,

‘The event was a lalk in honor of
Dr. Martin Luther King, whose
Jan, 15 birthday Is today celebrat.
cd as a natlonal holiday in 43
states, including Michigan. Speak-
ers were South African natives Dr.
Leonard Suransky and lhe Rev.
Mangedwa Nyathl,

Suransky is a college lecturer
and educator residing in Ann Ar-
bor. Nyathi [s assistant paster of
Hartford Memorial Baptist Church
in Detroit,

Approximately 50 people attend-
ed “Perspectives on Apartheid”
(the South African polley of scpara.
tion of races), held Saturday morn-
ing at Andover High School in
Bloomfield Hills,

* Sponsors were the community
educatlon departments of Birming-
bam, Bloomfield Hills and the West
Bloomfield school districts, (he

Hills Education Assocl-
ation, and The Center for Peace
and Conflict Studles of Wayne
State University,

MARTIN LUTHER KING has
helped the struggle of South Afrl-
can blacks, although often Indirect-
ly, both speakers said.

Nyathl sald that as a theology
student In South Africa, he llstened
to albums and tapes of King's
speeches,

“They were quite insplring” he

sald,
‘1 would say that Martin Luther
King learncd from Africa when Af-
rican leaders were struggling for
freedom,” he said, “Afriea impact-
ed Martin Luther King, Martin Lu-
ther King Impacted other genera-
tlons. We have learned from him,
and he learned from us.”

BOTH SAID that Martin Luther
King had also been lnspired by
Gandh!, and GandhY’s philosophy of
non-violent protest as a means Lo
change,

“Gandhl was in a way his mas-
ter,” Suransky sald. “He Inspired
Martin Luther King. In turn, what
happened in this country, inspired
South Africa."

“The Alfrican National Congress
was insplred by Gandhl, That In-
splred them for 50 years to be non-
vlolent,” Suransky said,

Suransky sald of the Rev. Alan

‘The people of South
Africa, when we do get
there, to show our
concern and our help,
they will ask us who
are coming from the
West, why are we so
late. If we can think
about that, maybe it
will help every one of
us to not lose
time. . . .’

—HRev. Mangedwa Nyathi

Boesak and Bishop Desmond Tutu,
South African black leaders: “When
you read the specches of these
men, you hear the refrain of Mar-
tin Luther King."

However, the philosophy of non-
vlolence s one that South African
youths are tiring of, they sald, be-
cause they feel that the process of
change s too slow; in additlon, they
are often treated violently.

“In the South African context It's
very difficult for a Bishop Tutu to
talk aout non-violence,” Suransky
said. “It's not that dlfferent from
here In the '80s, when many were
saylng the only way s to fight and
to kiil."

“Jt was with great bltterness and
hesitation™ that the leaders of
South Africa turned to violence, ac-
cording to Suransky,

“In South Africa, police came
not only with dogs, but with guns.
They“shot people who were arm-
less, people who were not fighting.”

The government subsequently
banned the group.

Nyathi called the threat of com-
munism a “scapegoat.”

‘Hoth said sanctlons against South
Africa are one means of pressuring
the government to change, al-
though they might also hurt some
blacks by causing them lo lose
their jobs, Suransky said.

“I HAVE increasingly come to
believe that we are all the same.

‘The Gandhis and the
Martin Luther Kings
say to us in thelr
writings, we are all the
same, and we share
the same problems. If
there is misery in
downtown Detroit and
in some way it affects
us, we think we can put
it aside and live up
here, or live in Ann
Arbor, but it affects
us.’

— Leonard Suransky

The Gandhls and the Martln Luther
Kings say to us in thelr wrilings,
we are all the same, and we share
the same problems,” Suransky
said,

“If there Is misery in downtown
Detrolt and In some way it affects
us, we Lhink we can put it aside and
live up here, or llve In Ann Arbor,
but it alfects us.

“My message would be take that
extra step across the boundary, see
what happens, be careful, but take
that step. Have the guts to go and
speak to someone who's different
from you and see what happens. It
might change your life.”

Nyath! toid the story of a man at
Auschwitz who was left for dead on
a pite of bodles there when saved
by a young American soldier,

The rescued man asked the
young soldler f he was Jewish,
When he replied that he was, the
man slapped him, and asked, “Why
are you so late?”

“The people of South Africa,
when we do get there, to show our
concern and our help, they will ask
us who are coming from the West,
why are we so late,” Nyathi sald.

“It we can think about that, may-
be it will help every one of us to not
lose time, to do something, to ei-
ther educate our fellow man, our
nelghbors, or our friends about the
situatlon in South Africa and you
will not be one of those who are
late.”

South Africa, suburban Detroit]
have people separated by color]

King’s non-violent
activism portrayed

“We Are The Dream,” an Emmy
Award-winning preductlon, Is
being brought to the area by the
communlty education departments

“We Are The Dream” is de-
scribed as a moving portrait of
King and the Impact of his non-vio-
lent actlvism on the civll rights

of the

Hills, Pontiac, Southfleld and West
Bloomfield school districts in fur-
ther celebration of Martin Luther
Klng Day.

Starring Al Eaton as Martin Lu-
ther King, the national productlon
will be given at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 23, in the auditerium of
Scaholm High Schoo?, 2346 W. Lin-
coln at the corner of Cranbrook
Road in Birmingham.

A limlted number of tickets are
avallable at $10 for adults and $8
for students. Tickets arc available
through the communlty education
offices of any of the spensoring
school districts.

Telephone numbers are Birming-
ham — 433-8444; Bloomficld Hills
— 433.0885; Pontlac — 857.8373.
Southfield — 423-8683 and West
Bloomfield — 851-7600.

Firefighter hurt; blaze
heaviiy damages house

A firefighter Injurced her knee in o
blaze that caused at least $200,000 in
structural and content damage (o a
$400,000 house overlooking a wooded
stream in northeast Farmington
Hills Saturday, investigators said.

Firefighter Lynn McDanlel was
treated at Botsford General Hospi-
tal, Farmington Hills,

The fire, on Herndonwood Drive,
may have originated In the kitchen
because of a cooking accldent, sald
Deputy Chief Peter Baldwin of the
Farmington Hills Fire Department.

He sald the homeowner reported

discavering the five after cooking oll
was left unattended on the stove for
a short time about 2 p.m.

Late Saturday afternoon, home-
owner Ronald Simpson walched
glumly as Farmingten Hills police
and fire Investigators slfted through
the burned remalns of his home in an
:llfart to pinpoint what caused the

re.

IT TOOK 40 lireflghters nearly an
hour to control the flames, which
were leaping from the maln living
area when they arrived.

Heavy flames and smoke, as well
as a wide expanse created by a ca-
thedral ceiling, challenged flre-
{ighters. Damage was extensive In
the llving arca, Baldwin sald.

Simpson, his wife and thelr two
young children moved to the neigh-
borhood last fall, The three-story, U-
shaped house, once owned by basket-
ball star Bob Lanier, was built some
12 years ago, neighbors sald,

The house features an indoor

swimming pool, a sauna and a five-
car garage.

business briefs

If you recently opened @ shop,
captured an award, earned a pro-
motion, are planning a new ven-
ture or project, or have informa-
tion about other business-related
happenings — and there’s a
Farmington.area_connection —
we'd like to hear from you so we
can share your news item with
other Observer readers. Send
{tems to: Business Briefs, Farm.
ington Obscrver, 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024.
@ CHAMBER FORUM
Networking will be dliscussed at
the Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce membership
luncheon at noon Thursday, Jan. 21,
at the Clamdiggers, 30555 Grand

River, The guest
speaker will be
Timothy Napler,
president of ' the

The soclal hour starts at noon.
Lunch will be served at 12:30 p.m.
The price is $10 per person,

Call the chamber for reservations,
474-3440. .

& NAMED ADMINISTRATOR

Marsha Tomas of Howell was
named administrator for Williams-
;:ﬁlrg Care Center in Farmington

Is.

She Is responsible for efficient op-
eration of the long-term care facill-
ty, including ensuring high-quality
patlent care.

Tomas comes to WL

trip myself, I'm better able to plan
itineraries for veteran travelers as
well as those visiting England for
the flrst time," she sald.

Travelers may obtain videos of
many vacatlon destinations, includ-
ing London, from the AAA Travel
Agency, 33133 12 Mile, Videos will
be loaned without charge for up to
seven days, .

The Farmington Hills office Is
open [rom 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Call Gow at 5§3-3700 Ext.
2886,

Care Center from Greenbriar Care
Center in Howell, another Care Cen-
ters of Michigan facillty, where she
worked as admissidns/discharge
coordinator. .

She pursued her administrator’s L.
cense through Michigan State Unl-
versity and has been a licensed ad-
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. His ba d includes manage-
ment, tralning and sales ence
in the medical and office automation
Industries.. He is author of “Sales
Leadership In Actlon,” an explora-

tion of tension and its role In sales
negotiation and declsion maklng.

A professlonal speaker, be has
:mned on both radio and televl

travel agents who flew to London
and spent six days touring the city,
lus Stratford, Bristol and East-

e,

“We made all the traditiopal tour-
ist spots In a double-decker bus,”
Gow sald, *After reading about

20 many years
off on tours, it was great to actually
visit them myself, i

“Now that I've d the
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MISS J BOOT

CLEARANCE

Take advantage of our excellent prices
on quality fleece-lined leather,
water-repellent aylon, or waterpraof
rubber boots, A colerful selection
of warm tall and short styles that
you need right now.

Jacobson's

SHOP UNTIL 9 P.M. ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY
Untll 6 p.m. on Monday, Tucsday, Wednesday and Saturday




