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By MARIE McGEE
The fight to save Volk's
. Woods from becoming an
apartment complex will be
carried to the people.

That was the decision
Thursday night, Nev. 19,
when more than 80 interested
persons attended an informa-
tional meeting and voted to
form a chartered organiza-
tion with the goal of preserv-
ing the 20 acres of extremely
rare mature beech-maple
trees.

Once organized, the steer-
ing committee, to be ap-
pointed within the next sev-
eral weeks, will begin prob-
ing methods of acquiring the
site, located east of School-
craft College between.Six and
Seven Mile Roads, and owned
by Dearborn builder Frank
Volk.

VOLK HAS apartments
planned for the site he bought
several years ago and had
rezoned before Livonia's pre-
sent moratorium on apart-

ment building went into ef-
fect.

He reportedly paid $3,000
an acre for the land (or a
total of $50,000) and is said to
be asking nearly a quarter of
a million dollars for the
acreage at the present time.

A major thrust of the new
committee will be to carry
the fight to save the woods
directly to the people with
the help of city council,
school officials and locat
civic organizations,

Many have already gone
on record publicly as being in
favor of the project. The list
includes the Livonia Board of
Education, Schoolcraft Col-
lege Board of Trustees, the
Chamber of Commerce, Jay-
cees and the League of
Women Voters. Several
members of the city council
have also pledged their sup-
port. '

Livonia school students
will also be invited to help
carry, home the message on
the importance of saving the
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Cost Of Conservation

woods from the bulldozer,
thus destroying what natural-
ists say it has taken nature
1,000 years to create.

+ .
THE THURSDAY night
meeting was called by a
wsmall but determined group
known as the Save Volk's
Woods committee. Its leaders
are Mrs. William Lindhout
and Mrs. Robert B. King.

Impressed with the turnout
at the meeting held in the
Schoolcraft College audito-
rium, Mrs. Lindhout said the
primary reasons for the
meeting were to seek new
direction and to determine
how much support the com-
mittee could depend on in the
evenl a fund-raising cam-
paign was launched.

She and the other members
of the committee also ar-
ranged for a panel discussion
by five ecologists who then
fielded questions from the
audience.

Panelists were: Alan Maht
of Connecticut, program
director of the Natural Sci-
ence For Youth Foundation;
Paul Thompson, Cranbrook
Institute staff member and
Michigan representative to
Nature Conservancy; Dr.
James Wells, also of the
Cranbrook staff and chair-
man of the Natural Areas
Council; Roger Sutherland,
Schooleraft College biology
instructor, who was the first
to discover the unique fea-
tures of the woods; and
Frank Cinque, biology in-
structor at Frost Junior High
School.

ALL WERE convinced the
woods should be preserved.

Drawing on his vast expe- {

rience in establishing nature
centers throughout the coun-
try (the nearest is at Dray-
ton Plains) Mahl suggested
that a chartered organization
be set up before any fund-
raising plans are made.

Don Friedrichs, a Livonia

Contracts
Held Up

Six construction companies
are vying for grading, drain-
age, bridge, retaining wall
and service road contracts
for 1.2 miles of the Jeffries
Freeway in Livonia.

The total package is ex-
pected to cost $9.4 million,
but the State Highway De-
partment is holding up
awards pending further re-
view,

civic leader and school ad-  Prompted by the audi:
ministrator, sponsored the ence’s enthusiastic response
resolution to create a chart- to the proposed plans, Mahl
ered izati ingly:

- “‘Save Woods’ Cry Goe.s, Public

"1 think it can be done de-
spite the extremely high
amount of money that seems
to be involved here.”
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