O&E_Thursday. Junuary 21, 1968

Schools to comply with renewed asbestos search

By Casoy Hans
stall writor

The Asbestos Mazard Emergency Re-
sponse Act, or AHERA, slates that if prob-

n school buildings

‘federal order Is requiring schools (l
- *out the country to check the problem

“It ts our Intent to comply and have all of
-it gone,” said Michael Fianagan, depuly su-
perintendent for Farmington schools,

{r:nkly think we don't have any in
triet.”
The only area of cencern, he said,
:around plping Insulatlon,
. School districts throughout the
,have untid fall 1988 to cheek their b
“for further asbestos and come up

plan for making thelr buildings safe, ac-

cording to 2 U.S, Environmental Pri

Agency mandate that became cffective In

‘December.
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Efforts several years ago to rid Farming-
of nsbestos problems
ere effective, an offictal said, but a recent

hrough-
agaln.

of
the dis- ¢ shestos is not a problem.

*Costs arc a concern,” she sald, adding
that all the inspections and plan work must
be done by contractors approved and M-

may be
country  ¢ensed by the EPA,
ulldings
with a
otectlon  costs for only two bulldings.
Bill De!

lemss are found, the disirict must begin lm-
plementing the ptan by July 1989,

THE ASBESTOS mandate was discussed
recently at a Farmington Board of Educa-
tion meeting, when trustee Helen Prutow
raised the Issue after discussing it with fel-
low trustees on the Oakland Schools board.
Prutow warned Farmington trustees the
mandate could cost the dlstrlct money, even

Prutow sald at ll.w counly level, the inter-
mediate distrlct is already looking at more
than $1 milllon [n asbestos containment

Liefde, asbestos coordlnator for
the Michigan Department of Public Health,

high prices,"” he af

sald that not only must Inspectors and man-
agement planncrs be EPA-npproved, but
also project duigncrﬂ. contractors and the
asbestos contract workers. .

“The Inspection and management tlm(:
are pretty unreallstle,” he said.

TIHERE ARE currently only flve EPA-
approved Inspectors/management planners
in the state of Michlgan to cover all the dis-
tricts. “There’s a shortage {of approved con-
tractors), no compclltlon and unrealistically

Not only will these EPA approvals slow
down the process, DeLiefde sald, but hls de-
partment must also develop its own, legisla-
tively approved plan that will glve gulde-
lines for reviewing plans from indlvidual
school districts by (hls fall. His department
Is stlil working on the plan, he sald.

‘The slate health department Is respons|-
ble for working with Lhe state's 570 school
districts on individual reports duc this fall,

Asbestos

but DeLiefde sald the EPA will maintaln
responsibility for enforeing the plans.

is a flbrous insulating material
that has been linked to various lung dis-
cases and cancer. The material was used in
building constructlon because of its fire re-
slstance and strength and because it is light-

weight. .
The AHERA mandate is a follow-up to
the the 1982 Congresslonal “Ashestos in
Schoo! Rule.” It forced districts to address
"frlnble" forms of asbestos, which can be
crushed De-

Liefde said.

Assessments up 12-15 percent

Contlnued from Page 1

ber board of review. Board members
are George Doom, Gordon Meyers
and Dorothy Jelfres.

The veview board's official hear-
Ing dates are March 14-16. Addi-
tienal hearing dates will be sched-
uled, il necessary. Hearing appoint-
ments can be made after notlces are
malted in early March. Appolnt-
ments must be made by March 186.
Appeals also can be made in writing.

“You should be able to show that it
(assessment) is more than 50 percent
of market value,” Babb sald.

As was last year, Is this year and
probably will be next year, the cul-
prit for increased assessments Is the
raging housing sales market. “The
market has gone up, pure and slm.
ple. The market for the past two
years has gone up and up dramati-
catly.” Babb sald.

“They (property owners) can ex-
pect an tncrease nexl year If Lhe
market continues in 1988 at its pres-
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ent levels,” he added. “The only
thing that would prevent it from
going up would be a major recession
in the housing market."”

Last year, residential property as-
sessments increased an average €
percent.

The assessment process deter-
mines the true cash value of proper-
ty for the purpose of caleulating
property taxes. Clty, school and
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county tax rates are levied agalnst
the assessed value of property, An
assessment is generally 50 percent
of “the usual selllng price” of a
house.

“The assessor does not creafe
market value. He reacts (o the mar-
ket, Assessments are a reficction of
that market,” Babb said.

TO DETERMINE asscssments,
Babb used a 24-month sales study
that includes the last three quarters
of 1985, all of 1986 and the flrst
quarter of 1987,

“Especially 1986 and 1087, we
have scen a tremendous growth in
residential value. And it's catching
up to us. We're Jooking at the periods
of transition In the market falling off
the study,” Babb said.

Babb used 182 separate sales stud-
fes within the 24-month period to
determine  property assessments,
The 24-month study period no longer
includes those months prior to 1385
“when the market wasn't going up as
fast,” Babb sald.

1 Babb had used a 12-month In-
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stead of the 24-month study, assess-

,ments would have been even higher

because the latest 12 months of the
housing market raged. “I would have
increases of 34 percent generally
across the board,” he said, “The as-
sessor s golng to use what's better
for the taxpayer.”

When analyzing the sales study,
Babb considers all recorded sales.
He also looks for unusual sales,
whatever the reason, and sales that
are contrary to established pattern,
He takes out those sales that glve un.
usual weight to the study,

“The sales study is a sample.
We're comparing assessments vs,
sales to sec where the level will be.
We try to make sure we're looking at
the usual selling price," Babb said.

“Congress decided too many schools ig-
nored this thing and told the EPA todo It
agaln,” he added,

AHERA 1S more speclile, all
types of asbestos. All ‘school’ butldings from
kindergarten through grade 12, in bath pub-
lic and private schools are ellccled. he said.

DeLicfde said he Is concerned that dis-

Hills’ decree pledges
support to equality

or p

trlets will make the effort to remove all as-
bestos to “get rid of the problem once and
for all.” .

“There are a lot of people that say asbes.
tos has to be removed, It does not,” he said.
“Rtemoval should be one of the last resorts,
The consequences of improper removal s
that exposure (level} l: higher after an
abatement than before.”

In Farmington, asbestos was discovered
in the carly 1980s in boiler rooms and
around plping in 18 of the district’s 24 bulld.
ings. The asbestes was “encapsulated” —
making it a solid and preventing It from be.
coming alrborne. Very little of it was actu-
ally removed.

Several districts fn Michigan jolned a

class acllon sull in 1985 aznlnal asbestos

recover their

costs.

to
Funnlnglnn officials deeided not to

Join In the suit, estimating it would have
cost more thar the $7,000 spent in address.
ing the asbestos prablems,

Continued from Page 1

Farmington Hills councll mem-
bers lauded Dolan's resolution. “I
think Mra. Dolan’s resolution is just
wonderful and I support it 200 per-
cent,” councilwoman Jean Fox

sald.

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi said
recent Incldents should be con-
demned and that residents have
been making efforts and sirides in
integraling neighborhoods,

“The community Is not as racist”
as Willls' comments at the cullural
meeling “would polnt out, Vag.
nozzl said. Those comments “‘con-
demned the entire community.”

OTHER COUNCIL members
also disagreed with Willls' assess.
ment. The city and former Farm.
ington Townshlp, Fox said, has “a

long, long dedicndon to helping
people of all races.”

Fox referred to the long family
history of the late Pete Hullm,
known as "Pete the TV Man,” as an
example of the communlty’s open-
ness and dedication to all races.

Hullm's ancestors, Fox sald,
traveled to then-Farmington Town-
ship via the underground rallroad
Lo escape slavery before the Civil
War.
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