Fans of ‘Dirty Dancing’
have seen it many times

“Dirty Danclng,” the romance of
an upper-class teen with a working-
class dancing fnstructor at a sum-
mer resort, hit the video stores thia

- manth with a vengeance.

Patrons bave been known to hang
around the rental racks waiting for
:::hy:leone to bring back a copy of the

Evidently, the film is attalning
something of a cult status, with some
fans shouting answers to questions
spoken on screen, ala "Rocky Horror
Picture Show.” Then, of course,
there arc the fans who have seen the
film upwards of 19 times.

POOR BOY -Johuny Castle (Pa-
‘trick Swayze) falla for rich girl Baby
(Jennifer Grey). Her dad objects to
him, but in the end love triumphs, In
keeplng with the tradition of those
Elvis movles, It's a pat ending. Dad,
the doctor, swells with pride that his
darling daughter dances llke a pro.
Al is forgiven,

Fortunately, Swayze proves to be
a better actor than Elvis. He's con-
vincing as a young man who's Just
about ready {0 believe his ambitions
should be limited to joining the house
painters’ unlon,

Grey's Baby has the tight, calcu-
lated movements of someone raised
with country club memberships, deb

. parties and the comfortable assump-

- tion that she'll continue to live In af-
fuence,

. This film isn't a showcase for act.
ing talent. Instead, it conveys the at-
mosphere of the suramer of 1963 —
the last outwardly peaceful season
before war and assassination jolted
soclety full force into the '60s,

Underneath 1t all, the soundtrack
bops and rocks, with vintage tunes of

Otis Redding and the Ronnettes used  With

to emphasize the differences be-
tween those who work at Keller-
man's and those who play there,

THERE ISN'T much playing
“around In “Turtle Dlary,” a 1085
production of Harold Pinter's
screenplay, “Dirty Dancing’s” duo is
- looking for their place In the world.
“Turtle’s characters once occupled a
position but lost or relinquished it.
Glenda Jackson plays Neara Dun-

second
i Louise
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battle over kitchen cleanup In “Turlie Dlary.”

can, an author of children's books
who has succumbed to writer's
block, Bea Kingsley's Willlam Snow,
a quiet bookstore clerk, shies away
from deallng with others.

As is the case in much of Pinter’s
work, these characters are atrug-
gling with isolation and loss, Jackson
and Kingsley unite for the sole pur-
pose of “Ireelog" large turtles from
thelr 30-year captivity in the zoo.

ith the cooperation of the games-
keeper, they ateal the turtles and re-
lease them in the sea.

Through that act they free them-
selves from their own frustrations in
dealing with the world.

Flimed in muled colors, the movie
is rife with the silences, [ragmented
dialogue and unexplained m-
stances typical of Pinter.

Willtam Snow mentions two
daughters, a wife and a home he
once had. Explanations about his

past aren't offered. He shares a

house with people who are equally ,

remaved from each other,
It's.a slow, almost ponderous film
which Insinuates but doesn't reveal
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show has sparkle

By Chuck Moss
specia! wrlter

Although Troy's Ridgedale Play-
ers prides itself on blg musleals, its
small-cast shows are Invariably the
gems. Thls was proven agaln with
the excellent performance of
“Crimes of the Heart.,”

For those unfamillar with Beth
Henley's smash comedy-drama, re-
cently a hit movie, “Crimes” con-
cerns three sisters in 8 small South-
ern town, It's an around-the-kitchen-

table sort of show, an emotlonal
symphony of three wemen trying to
{ind thelr way through the bad days.
Ridgedale took on a toughle, as the
stellar Hollywood verslon ls well
known. SUIl the group does a bang-
up job. Rldgedale regular Holly G.
Hellsten Is low-key but effective as
Meg, the depressed California girl.
Dlane Evans makes an effective
Babe, although she often scems a tad
rational for the Sissy Spacek role.
1t's seml-pro actress Cara Bielski
who wins the greatest plaudits, Her

table talk

Gold medal

Wanda Willlams, a pastry chef for
Charley’s Crab In Troy, recently
recejved a gold medal in the Michi-

n

many details about its
While it makes viewers feel more
like voyeurs, the technique helghtens
the feeling of segregation.

An Interesting 93 minutes from
Samuel Goldwyn Films for those
who are determined to stick with jt.
Deflnitely not for those who want a
happy little flim with thelr popcorn.

1S THERE a sllly littlo love story
that's stolen your beart, even in se-
cret? How about a few you'd love to

good-bye?
for the

gal culinary
arts salon held at Cobo Hall in De-
troit. She entered an Australian Lace
Wedding Cake. Willilams also won a
gold medal for a pate and two gal.
lantines entered in the Qakland Com-
munlty College cullnary show.

Special feast

A "Southwestern Feast” will be

Send In your
best and worst in smooch-a-rama by
Monday, Feb, 1, to Second Runs, ¢/0
Entertalument Department, Observ-
er & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonla 48150,

held W hursday, Feb. 34,
at Sebastian’s Restaurant/Raw Bar
at Somerset Mall In Troy. The maln
course will be grilled pheasant with
black beans and rosemary. Appetiz-
er, soup, salad and dessert alse are

INING & ENTERTAINMENT

included In the prix fixe feast, $36.95
per person. Prix Fixe Wines, a dlf-
ferent one with cach course, may be
ordered for an additional $19.95. For
reservatlons, call 649-6625.

Fine cuisine

The fourth annual Cuisine Ex-
traordinaire featuring internattonal
delights prepared by the Chels de
Culsine Association wlil be held 6-9
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28, at the Rooster-
tail in Detroit. The fund-raiser is
sponsored by the Children's Hospital
of Michigan Auxillary. Tickets are
$60 per person. For ticket informa.
tlon, call 745-5325 or 745-5373.

dinner dances & spocial

777 Schivoleralt

SHOWCASE OF BANDS .
An opportunity 10 see & hear a variety of bands. [dsal for weddings,
occasions. Avallable for functions anywhere In
the Metro Delroit area.
Wednasday, January 27, 1988
Refrashments 7:00 P.M. No admisslon charge

ROMA’S OF LIVONIA

5 STEAK HOUSE
27331 5 MILE (Corner Of Inkster)
PH. 537-5600

Lenny Is the vital linchpin of the
show, holding everyone together and
providing everybody with support.
The snlveling Lenny is barder o
play than she looks, and Blelski deft-
ly walks the fine line between veracs
ity and obanoxiousness.

THE TWO MINOR supports,
Mark Carley’s lanky Doc and Debble
Landis' overstulfed Chick, are com-
petently done. Although Landis®
Southern accent comes and goes, she
is properly petty and hateful, and
wins cheers when chased up a tree. A
fine job.

The backstage folks are unnoticed,
which is the highest compliment. No
falling boards and disembodied
hands this time around. The set ls a
homey, old-fashloned kitchen over-
flowing with authentic bric-a-brac,
All through the audlence were
whispers such as, “My grandma's
klitchen had that.”

Director Blll Haycook and assist-
ant director Katharyn L. Jensen are
Lo be congratulated. Their “Crimes”
Is compelllng, fast, funny and dear,
one that makes the people in the au-
dience care about what's hapj
in front of them, and forget that
movie. :

Birmingham resident Chuck
Moss is a freelancer who writes
on a variety of subjects for the
Qbserver & Eccentric.
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.WHO’S DON KOSTYU??

Well, if you liked MARK SCOTT, former Detroit Radio
Talk Host, you'll LOVE Don Kostyu, your new host of
“Town Meeting.” A talk show that gives you the
lrxl:telss‘ectunl armor you need to protect your individual

“Town Me}at!.ng" is heard Monday thru Friday
n
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SISTERS ¥
with fusll Orchestra
Mar. 10.11,12. 13 Tickets $19.75

. rom 10 AM to 11 AM o Earmes
-1 CORNED BEEF  PASTRAMI « COOKED BEEF e Tickets Now On Sale For All Shows
)

QUALITY PRODUGTS DESIGNED TO SATISFY ALL YOUR TIRFRAATION g WAYNE NEWTON
. SNACK, PARTY AND LUNCHTIME NEEDS. 1090 Al sl L Vegas Extravogors
B - K Fcb. 25, 26,27.28 $28,78
! ", BBELICIOUS" - Call 421-0707 with your “Tawn Meating” N
. IT'S GRO Commants and Questions A Very Speclat Musical Evening v The Fabulous JACK
K L (313) 567-8000.
FOR THE GROCER NEAREST YOU, CALL (313) [l;?\-lGTEl MeGUIRE & JOSK

*
¥ —— 8 JERRY &
. : VAL

Bl v .0.8.6
« Together Again «

DONALD DEBBIE
O'CONNOR & REYNOLDS

E
withh lull Orchestra

Tickets $19.75

¥ The Musical Magic of, -
BOBBY VINTON x

Mar. 24, 25, 26, 27 Tickets $21.75

THE

RiverHouse

. HAS EXTENDED THE
LUNCH BUFFET

Tuesday thru Friday
11:30-3:00 P.M.

g L
$5.45 .. "
-Salads e« Soupe Sauces+ Pasta

) Entreess Fresh Fruits .
WOODY AT THE PIANO - WED. - SAT. EVENINGS

"25241 GRAND RIVER.. " -
PHONE:'592:4646 .

. BANQUET FACILITIES.FOR 10 T

Mar. 17,18, 19, 20 Tickets $22.50 B

SUPERSTAR y.
ATTRACTION
» To Be Announced .

The Exclting x

* TEMPTATIONS
and Guest Star To Be Announced

Aptil 7,8,9,10  Tickels $19.75 Aprll 21, 22,23, 24 Tickets $22.30
33330 Plymouth Road. Livonia,-Michigan 48150
Sat. & Sun. Mat, 1:00 p. e )
PLAN a fan Bijed theatre party 1ot yout qiovp of

NN VAT ORE OMN RN
. Choice G e P
~.Season (313) 4226664
Tickets . - | Charge By Phane . . . VISA,MC

(313) 423:6666
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