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MOTHER RUSSIA

‘Glasnost’ doesn’t prompt more travel to USSR

By Irla S8anderson Jonea
spoclal writer

Q: Have people expressed more Interest in travellng to the Soviet Unlon
since Gorbachey V[!lled America nud “glasnost” came on the scene?
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A: Good question. I have been on a merry chase trylng to answer it. As far
as I can determine, the answer Is this: There is increased lnmrut nationwide,
but not much action going on in the Detralt area.

Istarted by trying to reach Intourist, the Soviet gnvemmcnt ‘l;renvel office,

‘It is easy to get a visa and travel
around France by yourself or with a
friend, but the travel logistics are not
that easy in the Soviet Union.’

— Paul Kerstetter,
Maupintour

because all appllcations to travel In the Soviet Unlon must
through Intourist, whether booked individually or through a travel agent. I
catled their New York City offlee 700 times {well, I m!gm be exaggerating o
littte), b\l! the line was always husy, \

MY NEXT call was to Mac Lacey at the National Tour Assoclatlon. which
represents tour operators in the Unlted States. Mae sént me to Kansas-|
Mauplintour, one of the country’s big tour operators and the first to take
groups Into the Saviet Unlon after World War IL You can buy thelr tours
through travel agents nationwide.

Paul Kerstetter of Maupintour told me that {nterest in Soviet tours’ began
growlng about a year ago, when the word “glasnost” entered our vocabulary,

“Our 1987 bookings {o the Soviet Unlon were up, and that area wlll be one
ol ule hot enes in lDaB." he sald. “T would say tho growth Is about 20 per”

MAUPINTOUR STARTED in 1951 and has been-leadlng tours to the Sovi-
et Unitn for more than 30 years. It still operates that zame tour, Russla by
Motorcoach, but now it Is ono of aix tours to the area. Some jusl go to the
Soviet Unlon; some Include other countries. One Is to the great cities of
central Asia,

“It wasa grnduul growth over the ycan. with pcnks and valleys depending
on what w. the worl sald, “Gorbachey Is the
mosl pemnnlﬂo Russtan we Imvo ever seen, nll:l‘l: that makes the Russlan

g public.

“THE SOVIET people haven't changed. They have always been a country
of good hosts. But our perceptlon of them has changed, Relations are getting
‘better, and more Americans are getiing curious about the Russtans.

Most overseas tours have more 50-year-olds than :lrycar-olds because
more older people have the time and money to travel. The Sovlet Unlon does
draw younger travelers, but because it Is a difficult connu-,v 1o explore alone,
Kerstetter sald.

"It Is casy to get a visa and travel around I-‘rance by yourselfl or with a
{riend, but the travel loguuu are not that easy in the Sovlet Unlon, Most
pcople travel with groups.”

Maupintour tours usually run about (hree wecks and cost anywhere from
$2,800 to $3,900, including nlr fam and land coats.

HOW GOOD is Muuplnlau.r'l

“Travel:Hollday” magazine regularly polh its readers on what Lhcy cons -

sider the best alrline, tour xmup, ete, Mauplntoour regularly wins flrst place
in the category of overseas tours. .

So far, 50 good. Except I couldn't find anybody In our area who had noticed
the same Interest, Diana Kryszak, manager of {ravel sales and promotion for *
l)lo Automobile Club o! Michigan, did a minisurvey of her Izcnh for us,

“‘We don't find any surge; in fact we don't find any Interest,” sha sald,

1 got the samo answer from séveral other travel agenta In the Detrolt area.
My last, best chance was Annetto Langwald, owner of Elkin Tours, w‘blch has

several offices In our area. Langwald Is president of the Michigan chapter of
Amerlcan Soclety of Travel Agents.

“As a travel agent, I have hot seen any Increased Interest in the Sovlet
Unlon,” atie sald. “As president of ASTA, I have heard other agents talk nbont
an Increase.”

IF AT FIRST you don't succeed , . . . I declded to explore the issue across
the river in Canada, L, Hamlyn Habdnn of Montreal represents Intourist in
Canada, and ke sald “there 1 a real boom In both US. lnd Canadian interest
in the Soviet Union.”

“Finnair and five who!esa!er! have just bought an ci;hbpaga ad in 'Clly
and Country Home' magazine here in Canada use of that interest,” H
den said, “People have always been interested in the romance of Snmnr)mm
and the trans-Siberian rallroad, but Gorbachev’s visit really started the nnw
interest in thé Sovict Union.”

‘That sounded logical, so I asked Norma Meyérs of Meconi Travel in Wind-
sor [} Ehe had ‘seen nny increased Interest in the Soviet Union, and she sald

“none.”

“It may be the wrong time of year, because new brochures and alr lnm
for summer trave) don’t come out until March,” she exp!

1 asked Dorathy Souilliere of the Canadian Automoblle Assoclation the
same questlon, and she said, “I haven't really notlced any Interest here.”

BOTH CANADIANS recommend package tours wholesaled by Canadlan
Travel Abroad and Exotik Tours, which can be bought through any Canadian
travel agent. The value of tha US. dollar bas dro pped, but It is stl} worth
$1.28 In dlan moncy, 30 tour costa of $3,000 to $4,000 Canadian might
still be a good buy.

Azd 50, the answer to your question is yes and no. There ls a natlonal :urgt
of interest In the Soviet Uuion but 20 far It hasn't hit Michigan,

If you want to go anyway, call your travel agent call Pln American Mh
;ay;.vwh'lhcb INies ot of Detrolt, or Finnalr, which flies out of Montxul or

ew Yorl .

Gederal Tours of New York ls a major tour operator to the Soviet as
- isthe Russian Travel Bureau. o perd me

Also, check your library for the December issue of “Travel and Lelsure”
mngulne and lu :tory. “The Rush to Russla,” .




