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Victory provides team
with emotional release

By Dan O'Moara
staft wilter

Emotlon was sure to play a role of
some sort Friday night when Farm-
inglon entertalned North Farming-
ton on the basketball court.

When the final second ticked off
the clock to end a dramatic,
whirlwind finlsh, the Ralders
couldn’t ~ and wouldn't — suppress
their sense of joy alter they rallied
to nip their rlvals 53-52 at the wire.

That was in marked contrast to '
the sorrow that eaveloped North
Farmington earlicr in the week after
Maithew Lelter, a 6-foot-1 junlor on
the vatsity, died of apparent cardiac
arrest following Tuesday’s game
agalnst Westland John Glenn.

The Ralders, weatlng black patch-
c3 on thelr game jerseys in memory
of Leltee, dedicated thelr first game
after the tragedy to him, A moment
of silence was observed for him be-
fore the start of the game.

Jim Ratajski, who scored the win-
nlng basket with one sccond left,
hest expressed the emation he, his
teammates and the many students
{rom North who flooded the court at

basketball

‘This just peaks it out
emotionally for the
kids and everybody at

. North Farmington

« « » « {The players are)
all in there crying right
now.’

— Tom Negoshian
North basketball coach

year coaching career.

“This just peaks it out emotlonally
for the klds and everybody at North
Farmington,” he sald,

“To play well and to play hard
meant more (to his players) than
anybody could ever imagine. They're
allin there crylng right now.”

North's victory was keyed by
guard Mait Hoffman,

game's end d In victory.

“IT WAS A great way to take out
some emotion,” he sald.

North coach Tom Negoshian
catled it the most emotional game he
has been involved in during hls 20-

whose accurate shooting from three-
point range kept the Ralders in the
game and put them in positlon to fI-
n:lly win it
Holfman scored a game-high 22
points, which included slx triples —
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RANDY BORST/statt photogrepher

Kurt Dudek scored 10 polnts to halp North achieve an emation-

to former

al victory in a game

Matt Lcllar,

who dled after the team’s Jast game.

North knocks off Vikes

North Farmington played a near
flawless volleyball match Thursday
at Walled Lake Central, downing the
Vikings 15-9 and 155,

The Ralders, who missed only one

hit In the match, are 17-3 averall and
tied for first In the Lokes Divislon
with Livonla Stevenson at 4-1. Cen-
a1 fails to 15-4 overall.

Stephanle Knapp was 11-0f-12
serving, Including six aces for North.
Debblie Welntraub had two service

. accs and was 12-0f+-14 In serves,

Pam Konjarevich had four aces
and was 10-0f-10 in the hitting de-
partment. Suzl Butcher was Y-of-3
hitting with two kills and three
blocks,

‘Thursday’s match was the first ac-

tlon for Buicher since suffering an -

ankle Injury Ja, ,

FARMINGTON [aced a tall order
Wednesday-at home, falling to Livo-
nia Stovenson by Identical 18.7
acores.

‘The Falcons are o6 overall, 0-3 in
tho Lakes Diviaion, Swvmm. No. 8
in Class A, ralsed its record to 171,
3-1in Lakes play.

+ Farmington, with no one taller

v

volleyball

than 5-foot-8 in its lMneup, could not

.contain Stevenson’s 8-11 Sue Zator-

skl at the net, Zatorsk! had 10 kills In
17 attacks. Laura Brown collected
four kills in 11 attacks.

"We were prepared to -attack at
the net,” Stevenson coach Lee Ca

sald. “Farmington is a small tum
that's forced to play defense and
block all the time."

Desplte the outcome, Farmington
coach Maurcen McNabb praised the
play of her team and Kelll Koss and
Dawn Montrose in particular,

“Stevenson was not s dominant
&s I thought It would be,” McNabb
sald. “The score didn't show how
well the girls phytd There were a
lot of slde-outs.”

FARMINGTON HILLS MERCY

defeated Harper Woods Reglna

Thursday, 15-13, 8-15 and 15-8,
Mercy u .3'In the Central Divie '

Kaump said,

four in the last quarter, Further-
more, he had the biggest asslst of his
young carecr, dumplng the ball off
to Ratajski for the winning basket.

“WE JUST WENT out therc and
played hard,” Hoftman said, “Coach
sald to put the past behind us and go
out and play hard the rest of the
year”

Kurt Dudek added 10 polnts and
John Shelton elght for North, 2.3 in
the Lakes Division and 4-7 overall,
Jason Brown scored 12, Steve
Quenneville 10 and Brian Browne
clght for Farmington, 1-4 and 3-8,

For the Falcons, the defeat was a
tremendous letdown since they led
practically from start to’finish and
appeared to have the game in hand
most of the way,

Hoffman sank a three-polnt shot,
and Shelton, stcallng the ball off the
ensulng inbounds play, made a layup
to pull the Ralders within 50-48 with
45 seconds to play.

Farmington, however, was on the
verge of wrapping up the win when
Browne, a sophomore recently pro-
moted from the junior varsity, took
a pass from Quenneville for a layup
and a four-polnt lead.

BUT HOFFMAN'S last (riple
closed the gap to one, and Farming-
ton's Drew McDougall the
Iront end of a 1-and-1 with 17 see-
oni

North's Bill Green grabbed the re-
bound, and Hoffmaa hurried the ball
into the front court. He drove Into
the lane, drawing the Farmington
defenders to him and passing behind
them to Ratajskl.

“It was a great way to end the
game,” Ratajski said. "I thought it
was a good tenm game.”

n wns only the second time North

d. After the Ralders scored
thu (Eut basket of the game, Farm-
ington had the lead untll the clock
reached :01.

*In order to do anylhlng with our
program, this is the kind of game we
have to win,” Farmington coach Bob

“I THOUGHT my kids gave a
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North Farmington's Kurt Dudek wins the battle
betwean big men for the rebound on this play
Friday night. Others In the midst of the action
are teammate Bill Green {54) and Farmington's

RANDY BORST/staft photogtapher

Jason Brown (42) and Mike Myers (50). The
Raiders came from behind in the final minute
to clip the Falcons 53-52,

Raiders to remember teammate

HE black bands North Farmington's bas-
ketball players wore on thelr uniforms
;-‘rlday night were a symbol ul mourn-
ng.

They also were a reminder of the tnumal.lc
event that resulted In the death of a teammate
carller in the week.

‘When the players voted to play their game with
cross-town rival Farmington as scheduled, they
elected to honor the memory of Matthew Lelter
for the duration of the season.

Leiter, a 17-year-old junlor, collapsed in the
locker room after Tuesday's game with Westland
John Glenn and dled a short Ume later at Botsford
Hoaplul of apparent eardlac arrest.

'ednesday, his coaches and teammales, as

well a3 the entlre North F:

A day after burying a teammate, the North
Farmington players — young men in the fullness
of life whom reason aays should be free of such a
burden — were compelled by the ongolng de-
mands of time to resume day-to-day actlvities, to
attempt to regain a sense of normalcy.

“I'm not even worried about the games,” coach

tried to cope with the shock of such a sudden loss.

ON FRIDAY, the Ralders returncd to the bas-
ketball court’ for the first time since Leiter's
death.

1‘]omcd sald of the hall scason yet to be

"l'm worried about the emotionnl stability of
the rest of the kids, that they’re able to carry on
with the rest of life. I think that's what we all

should care about.”

Playing the game Friday night was probably
best for the well being of the players, Psycholo-
glists and counselors who consoled students and
staff members at North Farmington last weck
sald a resumption of daily routines would help
them work through the grieving perlod.

NEGOSHIAN, WHO 1s recognized for his con-
cern and fatherly approach he demonstrates in
dealing with his players, took pains to.make sure

,nll layers were included and made to fecl a part

e team at the point of great crisis late Tues-

Leilcr had just exchanged warm-up sults with
another teammate and was talking with fellow
players when he was stricken. His teammates
were the ones who summoned help,

Lelter had an asthmatic condition, and his cel-
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slan, 15-5 overall. Regina also is 3-8

Shamrocks rout 2 foes

in Central Division play.
Sophomore Jenny Goff served

clght aces for Mercy in the declding -

game, giving the Marling
manding 10-1 lead.

Senlor Kristin Orlandon! had five
kills in elght attempts for Merey,

a com- |

and Meg Plnkerton collected five -

kills in 10 attempts,

PLYMOUTH CANTON didn't
form up to coach Allle Sulfety’s
standards Wednesday at home, but
the Chiefs stil] prevailed over Farm-

Mlﬂlnthuﬂm!_“mc.

Redford Catholic Central was
perfect last week, winning two
dua] swlmming meets by lopsided
scores.

‘The Shamrocks, &1 overall, de-
feated Dearborn 49-33 carly inthe .
week " and on Friday handled
Harper Woods Notre Dame, 5129,

CC won 10 cvents lgulnn Notra
Dame, including both the 200 and
loo-yard Ireestyle relays, Jim Ko-

vach, Bill Mathews, Andy Jacobs
lnd Jon Teal were members of the
200 team that won In & time of
1:44.1, Teal, Mathews, Matt Hep-

swimming
500 lredtyln events, clocklng &
1:49,0 and 4:51.9, respectively.

Teal's ime of 22.6 won the S0

{reestylo.and he clocked a 49.4 to

win the 100 freestyle,

Other CC winners included
Jacobs In the 200 IM (2:07.4) and
il»i;ne)mvvnch in the 100 butterfly

ington Hills Harrison, 14-16, 13-11 | byrn and Troy Shumate won the CC's team of Jim Nitklewjcz,
and 159, wgl ut;em:u:ll.h 200 teseatyleIn Shugn:hw,‘l:,(:l; Hcpb]umml:d Tmeql
epburn won the reeatyle won the reestyle relay a
g in. Chlels are 32 averall, -1 18 {4,661 Shumate placed first In the  time of $:245.
’Wllndlﬂih“‘l I;!?dley'll;i 215 .8 and CHURCHILL 1901, FARMIN&
“They were three of otr poorest | Teal won the 50 freestyle, clocking  TON 70: The Chargers ran th
games, 1o bo bonest,” s«uet';“ e |28, record to 24 Thursday as the ex-
e got Just enough to get . Ofhers recarding ' wins for CC  pense of the host Falcots.
were Jacobs (100 hulurﬂy). Alan Mark Papierskl fInished first in
“We made & lot of mistakes, but | Afsari (500 freestyle), Mike Hoe-  two events lnr \hn Chargers, taking
we umn blck. In past years, we'd | fleln (100 d the 200 f {1:51.57) 'and 100
have ." | (100 breaststroke).” iy " breaststroke (1:04.94).
Snlmy ufi Be'd like to sea a bt- - | - Agalnst Class B power Dearborn, *-. _ Scolt Stacheraki (dlvlng) and Jeff
ter hitting percentage. In the first | Shumate and “each won {wo  Peterson (500 ln:cs(yle) also won
gnme, Canton converted slx of 13 at- = | events, leading the visiting Sham-  for Churchill,
nhmmlnhhdd;htkﬂllla 21 | rocks to & 49-33 win. 8 Farmington's Jim VIk capture
attacks {n the second game and were + Shumate cap(\lred the 200.and  two events — the 50 freestyle and

100 butterfly -~ with times of 22,55
and §5.62, respectively.

Also recordlng wins for the Fal-

cons wen. Brad Moore (IM,
113.36). dam Krause (100 free-

style, 53.84) and Scott Hawkins |-
(backstroke, 1:02.12). The team of
Vik, Krause, Hawkins and Moore
wan the freestyle relay in 3:32.39,

FARMINGTON 87, W.L. CEN.
TRAL 78: The Falcons won thelr
{irst boyl swimming meet of the

y, Jan. 21, by
dcl mung Walled Lake Central,

Farmington won six events, In-
cluding the 200-yard medley relay,
In a time of 1:48.25. Members of |
the medley team were Scott Haw- |-
kins, Brad Moore, Jim VIK and |
Adam Krause,

Moore and Vik also won two ln-
dividual events, Moore's time of
2:12.62 won theé individual medley,
and he also placed first In the
breaststroko wn.h atimeof 1;10.81.

V1k won the 50 freestyle and the
100 freestylo |\Ir,egn= of 22.41 and
49.38, respecti
Hawkins won the backstroke In a
timo of 1:03.07, and G.T. Melll
placed first in the 500 free in 2
timo of 3:18,63,
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